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Research Seminar: The right to govern and the duty to obey: New approaches to political legitimacy

Instructor: doc. dr. sc. Ana Matan, University of Zagreb
Description of the research seminar:
The long dominant „moralistic“ conception of legitimacy is being challenged by a „realist“ conception of legitimacy. While “moralistic” conceptions see a necessary link between moral and political philosophy, “the realists” insist on the autonomy of the political realm and its normative principles. The seminar will be organized as intensive reading and discussion of the new „realist“ approach to political legitimacy and its implications for the crisis of democracy, especially on the EU level.  Two guest lecturers have been invited to the workshop dhr. dr. E. (Enzo) Rossi, University of Amsterdam and Professor Richard Bellamy, The European University in Florence. The students will learn how to distinguish and critically assess the two proposed approaches to legitimacy and recognize their implications for governing relations and acts of governing authorities.
Requirements and grading:
In class discussion: 30%
Final paper 70%
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Note: A more detailed course plan will be presented before the beginning of the program.
