A HISTORY OF WITCHES

Through all of recorded history,
women have been lay healers and
midwives, using plants and herbs to
treat illnesses, relieve pain, and
control women’s Garﬁlity.

But when men wanted control over the
ractice of hea“r\g, they started
calling this women’s work “magic”
instead of “medicine,” and convinced the
Populace of the destructive, devil-
derived power of witches.
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In his decision in Dobbs v. Jackson,
Justice Alito cited Sir Matthew Hale,
Lord Chief Justice of Er\glar\d.
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contemporaries
in the I7th
centur
thought I'was
a m::oqyr\uf‘

He sentenced several
women to death for the
crime of b¢ir\g witches.
Those records were used
as models during the witch
trials in Salem,
Massachusetts.

Hale's writings are filled with Mbog(ny
and rape—dzm'al, but he also firm Y
believed in the existence of witches,

and would instruct jurors that
witches were real.
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In 2022, the Supreme Court
considered the case that
overturned Roe v. Wade.
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The language in the act is so broad,
it has been used to ban distribution of
information about sexual health and
contraceptives, as well as

birth control it self.

If radical judges like Kaesmaryk
insist on adhering to the /1873 version
of the Comstock Act, “\ey could
outlaw delivery of any medical
instrument or device that could
Possib‘y be used in an abortion,

eﬁectivdy banning it, even in states
where aborfion is legal.

The Supreme Court has never weighed
in on the Comstock Act, but it may be
forced to if judges continue to
breathe life into this piece of
ancient ngislaﬁVe hisfory.
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There are plenty of strange, outdated
laws still on the books in various states.

lb states can fine
of jail you for

cheating on ‘I‘?‘ur

;Pou"-' . 4

These are relics from a time of moral
panic and no one actuolly enforces them.
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FLOWERS AND CARDS ARE NICE
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On MOY 14 2023 America celebrated
its first Mother’s Day since the
Supreme Court struck down a
constitutional right to abortion.
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In the carly 19705, as Roe v. Wade was
making its way through the courts,
sWero?ofher challenges to abortion
lows were a(rmdy being litigated.

In Abramowicz v. Lefkowitz in New York
state, an all-female team of lawyers
were the first to present the
testimony of real women affected by
abortion bans.

When we couldn't control
when we had a baby, we
weren't free and we

weren't equal.
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Now that Roe v. Wade has been over—
turned, the repercussions of not being
able to choose whether or when to
give birth are once again very real.
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They were three times more likcl\/
to be une.mPloyad than women who
were able to obtain an abortion.

Data from the landmark Turnaway I
Study conducted by the University of Il
California San Francisco and concluded |
in 2016 showed that women denijed
abortions were four times more likely
to live in poverty five years later.

Researchers also found that those
turned away when seek.r\ior\ abortion

had lower credit scores, higher debt,

and an increased number of
negative public financial records,
like bankrupteies of evictions.
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And while a big part of me feels
outraged b\l this, what I feel
most ocufely is humiliation.

I am reminded of just how
will(ully ignorant dxwmakcr.s
remain about the female
experience and the female body.
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