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Cooperation Agreement

between

Ruhr-Universität Bochum (hereafter RUB),
based in Bochum (Germany), represented by its Rector, Prof. Dr. Axel Schölmerich,

and

N.N. (hereafter N.N.),
based in N.n. (n.n.), represented by its Rector / President, Prof. Dr. n.n.,

whereas

· N.N. and RUB recognize the positive effects of international cooperation in the area of research and academic education;
· there is a strong collaboration relationship between N.N. and RUB, both members of the EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY OF POST-INDUSTRIAL CITIES (UNIC) network, that proposes to shape a new generation of Europeans, who are able to cooperate and work within different European and global cultures, in different languages, and across borders, sectors and academic disciplines;
· N.N. and RUB endeavour to enhance and broaden high quality education and research through inter-European cooperation to offer their students a true European learning, teaching and working experience by combining the educational and research experiences and devise new models for inter-culturally interaction within and outside their classrooms;
· N.N. and RUB intend, within the UNIC network, to provide a model that will help boost student and staff mobility and to effectively deploy their shared experience of teaching and research, 
· N.N. and RUB aim to create a framework for effective physical and virtual exchange for all students and staff, enabling them to study, train, teach, do research, work and share services on each other’s campus;

the following is established:



ART. 1
Purposes

N.N. and RUB intend to establish a Double Degree Bachelor / Master programme entitled n.n., based on previously existing local study programmes, aiming at the release, by the said institutions, each for its own competence, of a university degree. According to the Bologna Process rules and recommendations and the German legislation, this degree corresponds to a first / second cycle degree, Bachelor / Master level (n.n. ECTS credits), giving access to a second cycle degree equivalent to Master level / third cycle degree equivalent to PhD level in Europe.

The Double Degree programme will consist of parts of accredited local study programmes (“course providing programmes”) at N.N. and at RUB, which each provide a sufficient number of high quality courses to the Double Degree programme. 
Upon graduation, successful students will obtain two degrees, one from N.N., and one from RUB.


ART. 2
Mobility
The programme provides for crossover mobility. 
Each partner institution will host a maximum of 10 (?) students per semester from the partner university, aiming to start with at least 5 students per academic year from each side. 
Students of n.n. will study first at their home university (i.e. the university where the student is enrolled in her/his first semester), and then move to their host university (i.e. the second university where a student studies during the Double Degree programme), here: RUB.
Students of RUB will study first year at their home institution and move to their host university, here: n.n. 
Students of the two partner institutions meet as a common cohort only in virtual events and for optional activities such as Summer or Winter Schools.

If 120 ECTS MASTER:
The Double Degree programme lasts two academic years, consisting of four semesters in total. 
Students enroll at their university of origin (home university), where they spend the first year (two semesters). Then they move to the partner university (host university) for the second year (two semesters) to conclude the programme.

If 90 ECTS MASTER:
The Double Degree programme consists of three semesters in total. 
Students enroll at their university of origin (home university), where they spend the first semester. Then they move to the partner university (host university) for the second semester. Location of the third semester depends on the topic of the thesis and preferences of the student.

If 180 ECTS BACHELOR:
The Double Degree programme lasts three academic years, consisting of six semesters in total. 
Students enroll at their university of origin (home university), where they spend the first year (two semesters). Then they move to the partner university (host university) where they spend their second year (two semesters). Afterwards, they return to their university of origin for the last (third) year to conclude the programme.

If 210 ECTS BACHELOR:
The Double Degree programme consists of seven semesters in total. 
Students enroll at their university of origin (home university), where they spend the first year (two semesters) / the first three semesters. Then they move to the partner university (host university) where they spend two / three semesters. Afterwards, they return to their university of origin for the last year / semester to conclude the programme.


ART. 3
Selection Criteria and Admission Requirements

Selection of candidates is carried out annually, well before the start of the double-degree programme, by a bilateral evaluation commission.
The following eligibility criteria must be fulfilled by students applying for the programme:

If Double Bachelor: 
· High School leaving certificate permitting enrollment for the Bachelor programmes “n.n.” of RUB, for students having Ruhr-Universität as their home institution, or “n.n.” of n.n. for students having n.n. as their home institution. 
· Fluent proficiency in English, to be demonstrated by High School leaving certificate or n.n.

If Double Master:
· First level Degree/Bachelor Degree in n.n. or related fields.
· Fluent proficiency in English, to be demonstrated by n.n.

Each institution will pre-select the candidates who wish to participate in the Double Degree programme. 
Based on the academic requirements of the university of origin, students will be selected by the evaluation commission as follows:
· Applicants must meet the requirements for admission of both universities, including language requirements.
· Applicants must show a strong motivation to participate in the programme.
· Applicants must demonstrate sufficient competency in the teaching languages of both universities on level B2 in the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) by the Council of Europe, valid proof of which has to be submitted latest at the end of the second semester at the university of origin, preferably earlier. 

Care will be taken by both sides to select only those students who shall presumably complete the Double Degree programme.
The final decision regarding the acceptance of the exchange students is taken by the host institution. The process will be done in agreement between the two parties.

The evaluation commission will indicate to the selected students the educational path and the exams to be taken at the two institutions to obtain the Double Degree, in accordance with the current study plan of the programme (attached).

Selected students must be enrolled in the programme “n.n.” of RUB, for students having Ruhr-Universität as their home institution, and in the programme “n.n.” of n.n. for students having n.n. as their home institution.


ART. 4
Curriculum Design

The language of instruction in the Double Degree Programme is English at both locations. The partners also offer the possibility to the students to acquire and deepen language skills in the partner university’s national language. 

A general study plan, consisting of mandatory and elective courses, will be set up, and an individual learning Agreement will be specified for each student.
For this end, a list of courses with the corresponding ECTS credit points will be defined for each semester of the Double Degree programme, in accordance with the requirements of the study programmes at N.N. and RUB, which jointly constitute the Double Degree programme. The partner universities mutually recognize all courses that N.N. students attend in Bochum, and that RUB students attend in n.n.

The partners aim to involve teachers from the partner university in local teaching. Joint teaching activities, distance or on-site, may be organized within the framework of this Agreement, to stimulate cooperation between lecturers from both parties and student participation, and to improve and increase collaboration between the two partner universities. 


ART. 5
Thesis

The thesis must be written in English. 

With the purpose of strengthening the scientific cooperation between both institutions, the dissertation will be jointly supervised by one professor or researcher of the home university of the student and by one professor or researcher of the host university of the student.
It shall address, whenever possible, problems in areas of common interest to the two institutions. 
It is conducted according to the rules of the university, where the thesis is prepared and submitted. Both parties act in accordance with their own requirements and procedures of issuing diplomas. 

The thesis committee shall include members from both institutions.


ART. 6
Evaluation Criteria

To obtain the Double Degree, it is necessary to have achieved 120 ECTS, to have successfully passed all required exams and have respected any other requirements of the universities that issue the diplomas. 

The partner universities communicate the required documentation of students taking part in the programme leading to the awarding of the Double Degree. In particular, the partners
will produce the Transcripts of Records of the mobile students reporting the grades according to the ECTS scale. Therefore, 
· the European credit system (ECTS) is used for credit transfer, 
· after each semester Transcripts of Records will be sent to the partner university,
· the ECTS grading system is used for marking students’ achievements. 

The procedures for the assessment and the conditions for obtaining a degree both at N.N. and at RUB must be followed. Each university uses its own methods for assessing student progress, and both parties fully and automatically recognize courses, as well as examinations passed at the partner university. 

Towards the end of the final year of the Double Degree programme, the host university will send a certificate to the home university stating that the student has fulfilled all the necessary requirements to obtain the title at the host university.


ART. 7
Award of Degree and Diploma Supplement

Upon graduation, students will obtain 
· The Diploma of Bachelor / Master of Arts / Science in n.n. of the Faculty / School of n.n. at N.N.), and
· The Diploma of Bachelor / Master of Arts / Science in n.n. of the Faculty of n.n. at Ruhr-Universität Bochum.

A Diploma Supplement, explaining the nature of each of the two partner universities awarding the degrees, will be issued together with the two degrees. It will include a list of all courses for which the student has passed the exams and for which ECTS credit points have been acquired, indicating the institution in which they were acquired. 
The Diploma Supplement is issued by the home university. (?)


ART. 8
Students’ Rights and Duties

During their stay at the host university, students from the partner university enjoy the same rights than the local students. At the same time, they are obliged to obey all binding rules and regulations of the host university and will be subject to the disciplinary procedures in force at this university.

Before preparing for the move to the host university, students will hold an additional interview at the home university, to confirm that their academic performance is sufficient to continue in the Double Degree programme. If this should not be the case, concerned students need to withdraw from the Double Degree programme. 

During their stay at the host university, students (as well as lecturers, administrators and other academics) participating in the programme must be covered by adequate individual insurance (health, accidents, repatriation and civil liability).
The host university undertakes to facilitate the arrival of the students and to put at their disposal all the usual services. It will assign a supervisor for students from the partner university and assist them in reflecting on a topic for the thesis. 

Should a student not complete the expected study plan within his mobility period, the partners will jointly decide whether to grant or not an extension at the host institution.
Ultimate failure to comply with the requirements set by the host university will not necessarily lead to a failure in awarding the home university degree. Students who have satisfied the credit requirements set by the home university for its course providing programme, but who have not satisfied all the credit requirements stipulated by the partner university, may be awarded only the degree of the home institution, given that they obtain all necessary credits there, after having returned from the host university. In such cases, credits will be given for all approved courses passed at the host university and counted towards the home degree as in the case of traditional exchange programmes. 


ART. 9
Programme Coordination

The Double Degree programme and the fulfillment of this Agreement will be coordinated by Local Coordinators on each side, for the time being
· n.n., Faculty of N.N. at RUB, and 
· n.n., Faculty of N.N. at N.N.

The Local Coordinators are in charge for implementing the programme and act as the institutional contact for each party, ensuring appropriate flow of information. They 
· coordinate the selection of students who aim to participate in the programme, 
· assist the students before and during their stay at the host institution,
· assess the pertinence of the teaching programmes in both institutions,
· discuss evaluation results, 
· ensure that all requirements of their university are met,
· propose new initiatives.
The Local Coordinators communicate on a regular basis and are supported by their Faculties and by the International Relation Offices of both universities. 


ART. 10
Quality Assurance

Both universities follow their own institutional quality assurance procedures to ensure that the Double Degree Programme maintains its high academic quality. 
 
The partners undertake to facilitate a constant exchange of information and transparent administrative procedures. They cooperate in activities to further increase the quality of the curriculum and of the programme as such and therefore agree to jointly conduct an overall evaluation of the Double Degree programme every five years. 
Dedicated meetings on Quality Assurance usually take place once or twice per year and may be called at any time if necessary. They may be conducted on site (face-to-face) or via teleconference, phone etc.

The Double Degree option is based on nationally accredited degree programmes offered in parallel at the partner universities. The partner universities are each solely responsible for accreditation according to the respective national guidelines. They support each other in accreditation and related matters by providing relevant information.


ART. 11
Enrollment and fees

Students in the Double Degree programme must be regularly enrolled at their home university for the entire duration of the programme and at the host university from the beginning of their stay at this university until graduation from the Double Degree programme.

Students participating in the Double Degree Programme pay tuition fees (if required) to their home university and are exempted from paying tuition fee to the host university. 
Only supplementary fees and other possible financial charges (e.g. for costs of materials and field trips, insurance, certificate and diploma issuing, stamp fees, or the social contribution [“Semesterbeitrag”] at RUB) may be due at both universities. Such extra costs should be communicated well in advance to the students.


ART. 12
Resources, Costs and Funding

No financial obligations shall arise out of this agreement for either of the two partner universities.
The University of n.n. and the Ruhr-Universität Bochum will each provide the teaching capacities required for the implementation of the Double Degree Programme in the agreed amounts. 
Each university covers its own management costs (travel costs of Coordinator, providing space for meetings etc.) for the international coordination of the curriculum.
Travel and subsistence expenses for academics and programme managers visiting the partner universities, as well as those of lecturers involved in common teaching activities within the Double Degree programme, are in charge of the sending university.
The expenses for student mobility, as well as those for staying at the host university, are in charge of the student him/herself. The partner universities will facilitate finding suitable accommodation for guest students and lecturers, but without taking over any financial obligation.

The partners agree that there will be no direct equalisation of teaching resources between the universities. Rather, each university will report those graduates to the relevant higher-level body (e.g. the Ministry of Higher Education) whose Master's thesis it supervised (usually first supervisor from the student’s home university). (?)


Art. 13 
Severability clause

If any provision of this Agreement is found to be invalid or unenforceable in whole or in part, all other provisions shall remain in full force and effect. The invalid or unenforceable provisions shall be replaced by provisions which best correspond to the original meaning.


Art. 14 
Controversies

The two partner universities agree to resolve any controversy arising from the interpretation of these terms and conditions amicably and by mutual agreement.
In the event that an amicable understanding cannot be reached, a commission composed of a member of each university and a member chosen by mutual consent will be appointed to resolve the dispute.


Art. 15
Duration of the Agreement

This Agreement will take effect comes into force immediately after completion of signature by both parties. It is valid for a period of 5 academic years from the Academic Year 2022.
It may be amended and renewed by mutual consent, subject to written agreement of the partners, within six months of the expiration date.

Either party may terminate the present Agreement can be canceled in advance, for justified reason communicated and by six months written advance notice. In this case any activities in progress shall be run to completion, and both parties must ensure that admitted students can complete the Double Degree Programme.


Art. 16
Signature of the Agreement

This Agreement is signed in two original versions (one for each party) in English language.

	For University N.N.

The Rector / President



(N.N.)

Place, Date	                                                                                                    Prof. Dr. Axel Schölmerich

	For Ruhr-Universität Bochum 

The Rector



(Prof. Dr. Axel Schölmerich)

Place, Date








Annex:
Study Plan of the Double Degree programme
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