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[bookmark: _Toc141279948]Article 1	Purpose of this Agreement
[bookmark: _3znysh7]This Partnership Agreement represents the joint procedure for the provision of a 120 ECTS Joint Degree Master of Science programme in xxx(hereinafter abbreviated asxxx). 
This Agreement has been jointly developed by the Partner Institutions and is in accordance with legislation in their respective national jurisdictions. 
Without affecting the former, the Agreement is also intended to be in accordance with a multi-beneficiary grant agreement with the European Commission, within the framework of the EU’s Erasmus+ funding scheme Erasmus Mundus Joint Masters (hereinafter referred to as “EMJM”). The Consortium agrees to run the xx programme with or without Erasmus Mundus Joint Master’s funds (EMJM status). 
As all Partner Universities are part of the European University of Postindustrial Cities (UNIC), this Agreement supplements the overall Cooperation Agreement which the partners concluded when founding the UNIC network.


[bookmark: _Toc141279949]Article 2	Parties
a. [bookmark: _Hlk114217421]The Partnership Agreement is concluded by and between the following Parties, forming the xx Consortium (hereinafter also referred to as “Consortium”):
· [bookmark: _tyjcwt]Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Universitätsstraße 150, 44801 Bochum, Germany (hereinafter also referred to as “RUB”),
· University College Cork, National University of Ireland, Cork (hereinafter also referred to as “UCC”),
· University of Deusto, Avda Universidades 24, 48007, Bilbao, Spain (hereinafter also referred to as “UDeusto”)
· Erasmus University Rotterdam, Burgemeester Oudlaan 50, 3062 PA Rotterdam (hereinafter also referred to as “EUR”),
· Koç University, Rumelifeneri Yolu, Sarıyer 34450, Istanbul, Türkiye (hereinafter also referred to as “KU”),
· Université de Liège, Place du 20-août, 4000 Liège, Belgium (hereinafter also referred to as “ULiège”)
· University of Oulu, Pentti Kaiteran katu 1, 90014 Oulu, Finland (hereinafter also referred to as “UOulu”),
· University of Zagreb, Trg Republike Hrvatske 14, 10000 Zagreb, Croatia (hereinafter also referred to as “UniZG”).
b. The Parties to this Agreement are collectively referred to as the “Partner Institutions” or interchangeably as the “Partner Universities” (individually: “Partner Institution” or “Partner University”).
c. [bookmark: _Hlk114217524]Further parties may be added to this Agreement by unanimous consent of the present Partner Institutions. The addition of new full partners may require a review of the terms of this Agreement. The Consortium may also invite associated partners with a limited role in the implementation and delivery of the degree programme in the form of, but not limited to, the involvement in City Labs, the provision of possibilities for outreach placements, of complementary courses, or of knowledge and skills transfer. For contractual management issues, associated partners are not considered part of the Consortium, and arrangements between the xx Consortium and such associated partners shall be regulated separately and must be in conformity with the requirements of this Agreement. 


[bookmark: _Toc141279950]Article 3	Legal Framework
a. This Agreement shall specify the rights and obligations of the Partner Institutions concerning the delivery and running of the xx joint degree programme. All Partner Institutions are subject to the rules and regulations set up by this Agreement regarding the responsibilities towardsxx students and the other parties to this Agreement. 
b. The Partnership Agreement builds, draws, and extends on the previous experiences of all partners in the setup of joint Master Programmes and respective agreements. 
c. It is acknowledged that the Partner Universities are committed to the promotion of an inclusive policy with regards to all participants of the study programme, and to the provision of services to the broader community.
d. The joint Master degree programme established by this Partnership Agreement shall be a 120 ECTS credit point programme with a Master Thesis, at level 7 of the European Qualifications Framework for Lifelong Learning and the second cycle in the Framework for Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area. The XX programme shall take in up to xx students per cohort. Numbers may be adjusted according to demand and capacities.
e. [bookmark: _1t3h5sf]The academic programme, the learning outcomes, the mandatory modules, and the timetable of modules run by the Consortium are established in detail in the "XX Examination Regulations", which constitute an annex to this Partnership Agreement, and which, as any supplemental or further regulations provided by the Partner Institutions, will not be in contradiction with national legislation and the Partnership Agreement.
f. The Partner Institutions are subject to national legislative requirements and agree that they shall co-operate and provide assistance as may be reasonably requested by any Partner Institution to enable compliance with such obligations.
g. For the duration of this Agreement, all Partner Institutions shall ensure that their academic contributions to this degree programme are correctly registered locally at their institutions, and are correctly accredited and shall prepare to jointly accredit the programme as a joint Master degree, preferably following the European Approach for Accreditation, and in accordance with national regulations. They shall duly inform each other of any developments regarding the accreditation status. 
h. Accreditation authorities and legal basis for programme delivery and degree award are:

	[bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Institution
	Accreditation authority	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): All correct?
	Legal basis for accreditation and awarding of the joint Master degree, in force at the time of signing the Partnership Agreement:

	RUB
	Accreditation Council (Akkreditierungsrat) through AQAS accreditation agency (signatory to the Multilateral Agreement on the Mutual Recognition of Accreditation Results regarding Joint Programmes [MULTRA])
	Act on the Universities of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia of 16 September 2014 (GV.NRW.Page 547). 
State Treaty on the Organisation of a Joint Accreditation System for Quality Assurance in Studies and Teaching at German Universities of June 2017. Student Accreditation Decree (StudakVO) NRW of 25.1.2018.

	UCC
	Full autonomy and independence to develop, validate, and operate new degree programmes from EQF levels 5-8
	Universities Act, 1997

Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Act 2012.

	UDeusto
	Unibasq
Agency for Quality of the Basque University System
	Royal Decree 822/2021, of 28 September, on the organization of university education and the procedure for ensuring its quality. (Additional Provision 7)

	EUR
	Dutch-Flemish Accreditation Organisation (Nederlands-Vlaamse Accreditatie Organisatie, NVAO);
signatory to the Multilateral Agreement on the Mutual Recognition of Accreditation Results regarding Joint Programmes [MULTRA]) 
	Article 7.3c (Gezamenlijk onderwijs) of the Dutch Higher Education and Research Act (WHW)


	KU
	Council of Higher Education
	The Regulations of the Council for Higher Education in Türkiye issue 2547 (Yükseköğretim Kanunu) published in the Official Gazette issue 17506, dated 06.11.1981,
Regulations for Joint Educational Programs between Institutions of Higher Education and Accredited Foreign Institutions of Higher Education, published in the Official Gazette issue 229849, dated 20.04.2016,
Regulations on Graduate Studies of the Council for Higher Education in Türkiye (Lisansüstü Eğitim ve Öğretim Yönetmeliği Hükümleri) published in the Official Gazette issue 29690, dated 20.04.2016 , and the doctoral statutes of Koç University and “Regulations for Graduate Education”.
Regulations of the Council for Higher Education in Türkiye on Distance/Online Education (Yükseköğretim Kurumlarında Uzaktan Öğretime İlişkin Usul ve Esaslar)

	ULiège
	Governement of the French Community of Belgium and Académie de Recherche et d’Enseignement supérieur (ARES)
	Decree of the 7th of November 2013

	UOulu
	Full independence to develop and run new Master programmes.  UOulu has the right to offer programmes and award 2nd cycle university degrees (Master's degrees) in the relevant field.
	The universities in Finland, including UOulu, are regulated by the Universities Act (558/2009). The provisions pertaining to the degrees awarded by the universities, the objectives of the degrees, the structure of the studies and other study requirements and the degrees to be conferred by each university (educational responsibility) are enacted by Government Decree (794/2004). Provisions pertaining to a more explicit distribution of some educational responsibilities among the universities are enacted by Ministry of Education and Culture Decree (1451/2014).

	UniZG
	Agency for Science and Higher Education (ASHE)
	Act on Quality Assurance in Science and Higher Education (Official Gazette 151/2022)



i. The Partner Institutions agree to provide reasonable cooperation in relation to any audits, reviews, evaluations and quality assurance processes, monitoring, assessments, and reports undertaken by any Partner Institution and by any other relevant body or person as agreed by the XX Academic Study Board.
j. The Consortium and its Partner Institutions shall provide such information in its possession or power as may be reasonably requested in order at their earliest convenience, to assist the Coordinating Institution to comply with its obligations under national legislation and, in the event of EMJM status awarded, vis-à-vis the European Commission.
k. [bookmark: _17dp8vu]A Partner Institution can only implement variations and changes to the structure and content of the degree programme within the limits specified by the Academic Study Board or after approval by the Board, and in line with the EMJM framework as established by the European Commission.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Delete or amend as neccessary
l. The Partner Institutions will adjust the implementation of this Partnership Agreement to any new legislation coming into force during this period.


[bookmark: _Toc141279951]Article 4	Programme Governance

4.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279952]Definition of Roles and Duties
a. Coordinating Institution: 
[bookmark: _Hlk114218174]The Parties to this Partnership Agreement mandate one university to function as Coordinating Institution of the XX degree programme and to conclude additional bilateral agreements with the Partner Universities, e.g., but not limited to, with regards to data privacy and security. 
In the event that EMJM status is awarded to the Consortium, the Coordinating Institution shall act on behalf of the Partner Institutions with respect to the signing and administration of a multi-beneficiary grant agreement, as required by the European Commission. Within the limits of the grant agreement, the Coordinating Institution shall perform the following duties as stipulated by the European Commission:	Comment by Randolph Galla: Delete or amend as neccessary 
· Represent and act on behalf of the group of Partner Institutions vis-à-vis the European Commission,
· bear the financial and legal responsibility for the proper operational, administrative, and financial implementation of the EMJM grant agreement,
· coordinate the EMJM programme in close cooperation with all other partners.
[bookmark: _Hlk114218565]As such, the aforementioned mandate to the Coordinating Institution includes that by signing this Agreement, all Partner Institutions approve that the Coordinating Institution will represent the Consortium and act on its behalf, concerning the implementation of the XX programme and for the duration of the funding agreement. The relationship between (i) the European Commission and the Coordinating Institution and (ii) the Coordinating Institution and the members of the Consortium may be formalised by means of agreements to be put in place between the Coordinating Institution (being the party which signed the grant agreement with the European Commission) and the Partner Institutions. 	Comment by Randolph Galla: Delete or amend as neccessary 	Comment by Randolph Galla: Delete or amend as neccessary 
b. Issuing University: 
The Issuing University is the degree awarding Partner Institution responsible for the issuing of the parchments for the joint degree including the Diploma Supplement, and any pertaining tasks on behalf of or in joint decision with the other degree awarding Partner Institutions as described in this Agreement. The Issuing University shall be Ruhr-Universität Bochum. 
The development of formal documentation relating to the degree award, the parchment, the Diploma Supplement and any and all other formal documentation and exchange of data relating to the joint Master degree programme shall be undertaken in consultation with, and subject to formal approval by, the Partner Institutions. 


c. Hosting University: 
A Partner Institution that physically hosts the students in a semester and is responsible for the organisation and management of the course delivery. 
d. Contributing University: 
A Partner Institution that supports a Hosting University in delivering courses and possibly staff, additional academic content, and other services during a given semester.
e. First Semester University:
The Partner Institution that hosts the students in the first semester is RUB. 
f. Second Semester Universities:
The Partner Institutions responsible for the second semester, four Hosting Universities supported by four Contributing Universities. The Partner Institutions that form pairs of two to offer a semester track are KU and EUR, UCC and ULiège, UniZG and UDeusto, RUB and UOulu. 
g. Third Semester Universities: 
The Partner Institutions that host the students in the third semester are UCC and ULiège. 
h. Fourth Semester Universities: 
All eight Partner Institutions are Hosting Universities in the fourth semester and offer thesis topics and supervision in the concluding semester. 
i. XX Directors: 
Each Partner Institution appoints a XX Director in accordance with its own procedures. The XX Directors liaise with their counterparts in the other Partner Institutions on all matters concerning the degree programme and ensure that the degree programme at their Institution is consistent with the joint understanding and agreements reached through this Partnership Agreement concerning the degree programme. XX Directors are supported by staff from the involved Faculties/Schools/Departments and Service Units of their institutions.
j. XX Programme Coordinator: 
The XX Programme Coordinator is the XX Director of the Coordinating Institution and has overall coordination responsibility over the degree programme. In the event of EMJM status, he or she represents the Partner Institutions before the European Commission and is the interlocutor between the European Commission and the Partner Institutions of the degree programme. He or she discusses important aspects of the operation, coordination, and quality assurance of the degree programme with the Academic Study Board and other main stakeholders. The Programme Coordinator shall handle tasks which go beyond the direct implementation of the degree programme, including the Board meetings, the programme’s communication to the world, finance, activities involving the wider network of XX stakeholders, and other tasks assigned by the Academic Study Board. The Programme Coordinator can task the different XX management entities with matters regarding quality enhancement and assurance, application, selection and admission, student administration, insurance, mobility coordination, etc. The Academic Study Board  can name any of the other XX Directors as a deputy to act on behalf of the Programe Coordinatorin case of temporary unavailability.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary 
k. XX Programme Manager:
The XX Programme Manager is hired by and located at the Coordinating Institution. He/she assists the Joint Programme Coordinator, manages the day-to-day operations in the degree programme, and is in constant exchange with the XX Local Coordinators and other staff related to the delivery of the XX programme at the Partner Universities. The Programme Manager’s tasks include financial management of project funds, monitoring of project objectives and deliverables, composition of reports, as well as the day-to-day administrative and technical tasks concerning student counselling, overall quality management and compilation of evaluation results, supervision of mobility scheme in the degree programme, compilation of the course catalogue, regular revision of the module handbook, general counselling of students, support in the admission decision of applicants, regular exchange with the coordinators at the partner universities.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Add / amend if neccessary (e.g. promotion, marketing?)
l. XX Local Coordinators: 
Each Partner Institution appoints one XX Local Coordinator (usually, but not necessarily, an administrative staff supporting the XX Director of the institution) and a deputy, in accordance with its own procedures. The XX Local Coordinators assist the XX Director and the XX Programme Manager and carries out day-to-day administrative and technical tasks concerning the students, quality assurance, mobility in the degree programme and general matters related to studying at the Partner Institutions. He or she liaises with the other XX Local Coordinators, the Joint Programme Coordinator, students in the degree programme, and with external partners. In addition, the XX Local Coordinators support in matters such as data collection, information analysis and proposals and suggestions for the quality assurance of the Master programme. XX Local Coordinators are supported by staff from the involved Faculties / Schools / Departments and Service Units of their institutions.
m. XX faculty: 
The academic teaching and research staff of the Partner Institutions, who are directly involved in the development, implementation, and delivery of the XX degree programme.

4.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279953]XX Governance Structure	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Is there a role for the FWG that should be included here? Or rather not?
4.2.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279954]Joint Governing Bodies in XX	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): To be checked. (Taken from RePIC. Roles / functions may differ in Seos.)
The following governing entities are established:
· Academic Study Board (ASB), constituted of the academic coordinators of each of the eight Partner Universities. The ASB decides on general and strategic matters, supervises and approves all major processes, and is particularly in charge of 
· Content and Curriculum Development 
· Quality Enhancement, 
· Communication, Marketing and Promotion, 
· Financial management (with support by expertise from the administration of the Partner Universities),
· dealing with academic progression of students on the programme, discipline issues not within the remit of the Hosting University, and complaints by students relating to the Programme, other than complaints relating to staff at and the content of modules taught at a Hosting University.
The ASB is assisted by a secretary (programme manager) of the coordinating institution. The ASB is in exchange with and reporting to the senior management of the XX Partner Universities. The ASB is in exchange with and reporting to the senior management of the XX Partner Universities about student and graduate numbers, budgetary matters, and other important topics. Minutes are produced after each meeting of the ASB and are provided to the main academic governance entity of each partner institution. If it has reason to assume that targets may not be reached, the ASB may ask for additional reports from the other bodies on an ad hoc basis. 
· Admission and Examination Committee (AEC), constituted of the eight members. The AEC is in direct communication with the ASB Chair and the EAB Chair. Minutes are produced after each meeting.
· Programme Advisory Board (PAB), consisting of 8 members (supplemented by 8 deputies), half of them students enrolled in XX and half of them staff who teach in XX or perform teaching-related tasks. The PAB advises the Academic Studies Board in matters of teaching and academic affairs, in particular in matters of further educational development and the evaluation of XX. The PAB may upon necessity hand in written recommendations to the ASB, following a joint decision of more than 50 % of its members.
· External Advisory Board (EAB), constituted of at least five external members and a UNIC City Lab specialist, none of them directly involved in the programme. The EAB enjoys access to all minutes of other governance entities and advises the ASB. It is in direct communication with the Chairs of the ASB, the ACE, and the PAB. Minutes are produced after each meeting.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Delete or amend as neccessary 
· XX Student Management Department (SMD), established for implementation, facilitation, and management purposes. 
The SMD is the unit whose teams implement decisions by the ASB on the working level and is the contact partner for all student matters. It is constituted of four members per Partner University:	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Number of 4 per University is neitehr realistic nor feasible.
Amend if neccessary (less members? E.g. possible that one member covers two functions?)
· Admission specialists
· Councillors
· Accommodation and administrative support
· Finance and legal experts

4.2.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279955]Terms of Mandate and main Rules of Procedure of the XX Governing Bodies 
a. Each Partner appoints its representatives in accordance with its own procedures.
b. The ASB has 8 full academic members and no deputies. Partners decide during their first (constitutive) meeting who will be deputy.
c. The AEC is a committee of the ASB to manage matters of student selection, admission, and examination. 
d. The EAB consist of at least five and at most nine external members. The external members are chosen to represent the following areas: 1) cities as main XX stakeholders, 2) knowledge institutes, 3) local government, 4) business/industry, 5) civilian/citizen representative.The EAB has advisory capacity only.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Amend if neccessary 
e. The PAB has 8 full members and 8 deputies. Student members are elected once a year directly by students enrolled in XX. Each current cohort should be adequately represented. Staff members are nominated within each track (one member and one deputy member per track) and then endorsed by the ASB. The PAB will be set up immediately after enrolment of the first intake. In its first session, the Programme Advisory Board elects its chair and deputy chair. The PAB has advisory capacity only.
f. Term of Mandate in the ASB, EAB and SMD is three years. Re-appointment is permitted. After the end of a term of mandate, rotation of responsibilities between the partners is possible. Term of Madante in the PAB is 3 years for staff and 1 year for student members. Re-election is possible.
g. [bookmark: _Hlk114220821]Delegation of power is allowed in justified cases upon prior consent of the Academic Study Board. 
h. Decisions can be taken if a quorum of 62,5% (5/8) is reached. Chairpersons are entitled to participate in voting. Decisions are taken unanimously in the ASB and by simple majority plus one member in the EAB and the AEC.
i. The SMD and its local teams are the central contact partner for the XX students and are assigned different managerial topics by the ASB. The cross-institutional SMD teams regularly meet at least once per semester, online or in person. The local members of the SMD at each partner institution meet monthly, online or in person.
j. Each of the XX Governing Bodies may define further Rules of Procedures in close communication with the Academic Study Board and the Legal Advisors of the XX Partner Institutions.

4.3 [bookmark: _Toc141279956]Distribution of Responsibilities per Partner University	Comment by Randolph Galla: Amend as neccessary 
a. Ruhr University Bochum, as the Coordinating Institution, steers the general development of the XX degree programme, and bears, in close cooperation with the partners, the financial and legal responsibility for the proper operational, administrative, and financial implementation of the EMJM grant agreement; conducts the admission procedures and coordinates the correct levying of student participation fees, and takes care of the XX quality management (including accreditation of the programme, drafting of the annual XX Quality Report).
[bookmark: _2jxsxqh]

b. University of Oulu shall be in charge to monitor the financial sustainability and to coordinate the provision of expertise for the annual financial review of the XX programme.
c. University of Deusto shall be in charge to take care of the External Advisory Board and the set-up of a XX Alumni Organization.
d. Koç University shall be in charge to set up and maintain the XX website and coordinate and monitor marketing and advertising.
e. Erasmus University Rotterdam shall be in charge of GDPR compliance, maps core employability skills for international student and monitors graduate employability. 
f. Université de Liège shall be in charge to coordinate the dissemination activities of XX and foster joint XX research initiatives.
g. University College Cork shall be in charge to coordinate, monitor, and identify best practices for city-university engagement in the context of the XX City Labs and beyond.
h. University of Zagreb shall be in charge to support secure data management (including coordination of the development of a XX data exchange hub) and to set up a virtual XX Stakeholder Networking Platform.
i. All Partner Institutions are in charge to maintain and secure their relevant IT systems, as local systems differ, and to assist the Coordinating Institution in maintaining, during the term of this Agreement and for five years after its termination or expiry, full and complete records relating to the XX degree programme. 
j. All Partner Institutions support, to the best of their abilities, the institution in charge of a certain task.
k. The Academic Study Board monitors follow-up on the responsibilities taken over by the partners and may, subject to the unanimous approval of the Partner Institutions, adjust the nature of the tasks mentioned above, add new tasks, and change the distribution of tasks.


[bookmark: _Toc141279957]Article 5	Degree Programme	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Art. 5 is 100% RePIC ;-)
needs complete revision
	
5.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279958]Rationale of the Academic Programme	Comment by Randolph Galla: Amend as neccessary 
a. The Joint Master of Science in (XX) is a two-year, English-taught Master programme with 120 ECTS at Level 7 EQF. Main aims of the XX programme are
(1)	to introduce students to multidisciplinary views of the post-industrial city and the differentiated impact of post-industrialism on urban societies, and
(2)	to enable students to develop perspectives for the sustainable transformation of the post-industrial city through engaged research practices. 
b. XX understands the post-industrial city as a complex system that is characterised by physical, political, and historical development paths, limits, and dynamic social, economic, ecological, and cultural vectors. Viewing the city as an experimental living laboratory, XX students will explore the post-industrial city to act as a milieu for continuous civic immersion asking how it can be cultivated to inform debates around urban sustainable transformation  and circular economies as well as the construction of social identities and experiences of cultural dissonance. Based on this perspective, adopting participatory approaches and methods such as City Labs, Urban Field-Classes and Engaged Research Practices that foster public-private-academic-societal partnerships, XX’s vision is to develop a new network of urban thinkers with the capacity to contribute to future-oriented, avant-garde thinking on the revitalisation of the post-industrial city. 


5.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279959]Semester Structure and Mobility Paths
a. The general language of instruction is English, and  the XX programme can be studied completely in English. 
b. The joint curriculum spreads over four semesters (two years, 120 ECTS). It has a modular structure and clear learning paths and is delivered in a consecutive manner:
· In Semester 1, students start at RUB as a joint cohort and are, at least in one module, exposed to lecturers from all Partner Universities. Students complete a core curriculum to lay the foundations for their further studies. The semester includes a field trip to Cork, Ireland, where UCC conducts a City Lab (with a value of 10 ECTS credit points), and a first module on research modules (Research Methods module I, with a value of 5 credit points). 	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Amend as neccessary
· In Semester 2, four tracks with different content are offered. In each track, two XX partner institutions organise and manage teaching and learning in shared responsibility. All four tracks contain method-oriented contents (Research Methods II, with a value of 5 ECTS credit points), either as specifically designated research methods modules or as integrated part of content modules. One university hosts the students physically (Hosting University), and the other (Contributing University) cooperates through provision of parts of the academic content. These roles may rotate upon mutual consent of the two partners, and the composition of the pairs may change, if the concerned Partner Universities and the Academic Study Board agree. Consequently, in Semester 2 students split up in four groups that follow courses at four different Hosting Universities, providing training jointly with the other Partner Institutions. Access to each track is limited; the Partner Universities will seek to distribute the students as equally as possible over the four tracks. 
· In Semester 3, students will be offered two options for further specialization. 50 % of the cohort will be hosted by University College Cork, 50 % by the University of Liège. Semester 3 includes a second City Lab for all students: An Urban Field Salon in early October (City Lab II, with a value of 10 ECTS credit points) brings the entire cohort together at one location in a joint learning activity with local partners. The Research Methods module III is designed to equip students with a detailed understanding of advanced research designs to support their own independent research projects.
· Semester 4, the final semester of the two-year-programme, can be spent at any of the eight universities. The key element of this semester is the Master thesis.
c.  In Semesters 1, 2 and 3, Research Methods Modules offer research ethics, methods, theories, 	and approaches, to prepare the XX students for research and thesis work.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): I find this a very good approach. 
Do you have it in SEOS, too?
d. The mobility scheme and the current modules (subject to changes) look as follows:	Comment by Randolph Galla: Add  mobility scheme

e. For Semesters 2 and 3, Students will be asked to state their mobility preferences (1st, 2nd, 3rd choice) already in their application and will subsequently be deployed according to the available places in each track. The Consortium will do its best to accommodate the students’ preferences but cannot guarantee that each student will be able to study at his/her preferred location in each semester. Only in exceptional cases and with consensus of the Local XX coordinators of the concerned Partner Universities may the student, upon his/her written request, be re-allocated to another Semester-2-track or Semester-3-location.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Amend as neccessary 
f. The decision for the host university for semester 4 is taken at the time of application for the Master thesis in the third semester, when students register for the Master thesis, following the procedure defined in the Examination Regulations, and the topics are finally assigned. 
g. Within the XX programme, all students must complete a full semester in at least two different partner universities. In case of EMJM status of XX, students must study at at least two universities in countries different from their nationality.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Only in case of application to EMJM	Comment by Randolph Galla: Delete or amend as neccessary 
h. Each semester must result in the completion of 30 ECTS credits at one of the Partner Institutions. Mandatory mobility may not be virtual unless force majeure necessitates different temporary solutions.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Hard criterion for EMJM, otherwise not neccessary.
Delete?
i. All Universities shall provide appropriate information to students about the academic requirements, the services for mobility, the administrative requirements, and the financial aspects mobility implies.
j. Starting with Semester 1, the partners offer all students the possibility to learn the local languages, as well as other languages, usually free of charge, and on different levels, including, beginners’ level. Language courses are designed to develop intercultural and international competencies of the students.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): What about compulsory (!), credited (!) language courses in one of local languages (except English)?
>> employability!
k. The Partner Institutions will publish a “XX Student Handbook” which describes the Mobility Plan for students of the degree programme in detail, including the universities involved, the mobility periods, and provides students with information on the academic content, living conditions, and practical matters at each Partner Institution and in the corresponding cities.
l. Every effort will be made to ensure that students attending the degree programme at different locations can finish in time, allowing adequate transition time between the Hosting Universities, and providing excellent support in facilitating social integration and in finding appropriate accommodation. 

5.3 [bookmark: _Toc141279960]Thesis Semester 
a. Semester 4 is devoted to thesis work. 
b. The Partner Institutions will inform about thesis topics early in the programme, offer an appropriate number of feasible topics and will provide qualified counselling and advice to the students.  
c. The Partner Institutions decide in mutual agreement on the distribution of XX students among the Fourth Semester Universities, with the intention to distribute students equally over the Partner Universities and considering the students’ preferences, the availability of suitable thesis topics and qualified supervisors, and the sustainability of the network. The Consortium will do its best to accommodate the students’ preferences but cannot guarantee that each candidate will be able to conduct thesis work at the Partner Institution of his/her first choice. Students may complain to the Academic Study Board, which will look into the matter in justified cases. After all consultations, the location of the thesis semester is determined by the Academic Study Board.
d. Thesis work is co-supervised by a colleague from a second XX University, different from the Partner University hosting the student in this semester (joint supervision).
e. The thesis can be provided in different forms, e.g. a monography, or a paper for publication, or a design project / exhibition with documentation, etc., depending on the supervisors.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Amend as neccessary 

[bookmark: _Toc141279961]

Article 6	Student Administration
6.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279962]Student Application, Selection, and Enrolment
The XX Examination Regulations will govern the application, selection, and admission procedures in detail, including the eligibility and selection criteria, as well as the subject-based and language requirements for participation in the programme. The Partner Universities agree in the intention to harmonise procedures in student administration that are in place at each institution, acknowledging that rules on student administration in this Agreement are subsidiary to the local rules of the Partnering Universities.

6.1.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279963]Application
a. The application procedure for the programme is jointly developed and implemented by the Consortium in agreement with the XX Examination Regulations.
b. RUB shall organise, receive, and process all applications for admission to the degree programme, on behalf of the Consortium.
c. All requested documents must be in English, and if they are not, a translation from a certified translator must be provided.
d. [bookmark: _2bn6wsx]XX invites candidates from diverse backgrounds, having acquired a qualified Bachelor degree (Level 6 EQF), preferably with a dissertation, or an equivalent degree, that gives them access to a Master degree programme and demonstrable experience in themes related txxx and related fields of study. This list is not exhaustive and shall serve for orientation of applicants. Prior Learning is recognised.
e. Candidates must submit their Bachelor degree (or equivalent) with Transcript of Records, portfolio and motivation letter in which they provide a reflection about the content of the degree programme, and state their specific interest in the XX programme and their envisaged contributions to the programme.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Consult RePIC if that has proven useful.

6.1.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279964]Selection and Admission
a. The XX Admission and Examination Committee shall be responsible for the selection and admission of all students to the degree programme in accordance with the joint procedures and criteria specified in the XX Examination Regulations. 
b. The selection process shall identify eligible and well-qualified candidates in five steps: 
1. Collection of applications through a central gateway website
2. Rejection ineligible candidates
3. Set-up a list with eligible candidates 
4. Proof of eligibility for admission (according to national laws and regulations) 
5. Finalisation selection in a joint selection meeting
c. Selection will rely on grades, documented prior knowledge and experience in the field, and language skills. XX may use additional selection tools such as interviews with candidates.
d. [bookmark: _3as4poj]Applicants who are either nationals of a country which is deemed by the XX Partner Institutions to be English-speaking, or who hold a Bachelor degree or an equivalent qualification which was taught entirely in English will normally be assumed to have met the XX language requirements. However, in some circumstances, such applicants may be required to submit evidence of an English language qualification as well to be admitted. 
e. All other students must provide evidence of sufficient communication skills in the teaching language (English) at least on level B2 as defined in the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). 
f. [bookmark: _Hlk114228931]Due consideration will be taken to national requirements for admission of students. The admission process assures that all local rules and requirements for admission are met. Students who do not fulfil the national requirements of a partner cannot be accepted. No student in conflict with national legal requirements for admission at any partner institution can be admitted to the programme. 
g. The Partner Institutions will make every effort to aid students in obtaining any necessary visa and residence permits before their studies commence, but it is the responsibility of the students to check that the authorisations required for visa and residence permits are in order before the Partner Institution permits the student’s activities in the XX degree programme to take place. 

6.1.3 [bookmark: _Toc141279965]Registration and Enrolment
a. The Admission and Examination Committee is responsible for drawing up the list of admitted students, according to the timing agreed by the Academic Study Board, and shall inform the Partner Institutions accordingly in a timely manner.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk114231124][bookmark: _Hlk114229116][bookmark: _Hlk114229400]Upon enrolment in the degree programme, the accepted student and the Chairperson of the Academic Study Board shall sign a Student Agreement covering the academic, financial, administrative, behavioural, and other relevant aspects related to the degree programme as, for the EMJM scholarship holders, the scholarship management. The Student Agreement shall refer to the XX Examination Regulations and state that the students must comply with its provisions. Depending on the legislation in the host countries, local provisions of the hosting universities may apply in addition.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary 
c. All eligible students are registered by the Coordinating University, and respectively enrolled in the partner universities, if required, in conformity with the local regulations of the Partner Universities and the respective national legal requirements. The Partner Universities inform students in a timely and transparent manner about all necessary actions to take.


6.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279966]EMJM Scholarship Management 	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): 100 % EMJM - Delete 
(or amend as neccessary for a future annex to this Agreement)
a. If EMJM status is awarded to the Consortium, the Coordinating Institution shall organise, receive, and process all applications for Erasmus Mundus scholarships on behalf of the Consortium.
b. Applicants for EMJM scholarships, as all applicants to the XX programme, go through a joint application and selection procedure organized by the Consortium.
c. The general eligibility and selection criteria as well as the rules of procedure for the joint application and selection procedure for EMJM scholarship candidate shall be the same as those for candidates without an EMJM scholarship. They must be in line with the specific requirements for EMJM scholarships as specified by the Erasmus+ programme.
d. The Coordinating Institution shall manage the EMJM scholarship funds and process their payments to the grantees in a timely fashion. 
e. EMJM scholarships shall be awarded to the best applicants worldwide, based on criteria jointly defined by the consortium partners, respecting the required maximum numbers, and in agreement with the eligibility and selection criteria and procedures established by the Consortium in the XX Examination Regulations, as well as the specific criteria and procedures stipulated by the European Commission. 
f. The Coordinating Institution, with the full cooperation of the Partner Institutions, shall be responsible for any required reporting on the EMJM scholarships to the European Commission. The Partner Institutions shall provide, within five (5) working days of receipt of a request for assistance from the Coordinating Institution, such information in their possession as may be reasonably requested to assist the Coordinating Institution to comply with its obligations under this Partnership Agreement to the European Commission.


[bookmark: _Toc141279967]

6.3 Performance Monitoring
6.3.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279968]Examination of Students
a. The joint XX Examination Regulations, drafted in due consideration of the partner institutions’ local rules and regulations, regulate the academic progression of students on the Programme and any aspects of examination not expressly covered in the exam regulations of the Hosting University. 
b. Examinations and assessments shall be conducted in accordance with the policies and procedures in force at the Hosting University. 
c. Examinations passed at one of the Partner Institutions as part of the degree programme are fully and automatically recognised by the other Partner Institutions of the degree programme. 
d. [bookmark: _2p2csry]In case a student fails an exam in a course or a module, he/she can re-sit it according to the regulations of the Hosting University of that semester. If a repetition of the exam(s) in question is not possible in time at the Partner Institution where that exam was taken, the student can retake it online and under supervision at the Partner University of the following semester according to the mobility plan, while grading is done by the representatives of the university where the student has failed the exam.
e. [bookmark: _147n2zr]The XX lectures are committed to do their best to make sure that students accumulate 30 ECTS credit points in each semester. 
f. In case of students’ disagreement with examination results, students must follow and conclude the procedures in force at the relevant Hosting University. 
g. All modules are weighted according to the ECTS and in conformity to national regulations on this. Partner Institutions accept differences in national regulations among the Partner Institutions concerning awarding ECTS credits, and they recognise the number of ECTS credits awarded by Partner Institutions for the degree programme without further conversion.
h. [bookmark: _3o7alnk]Grades obtained at each partner will be converted according to a joint conversion table established by the Consortium in conformity with the ECTS System (see annex). 

6.3.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279969]Student Records, Data Security, and Personal Data Protection 
a. The Partners wish to define their rights and obligations with regard to the protection of personal data as established in the European General Data Protection Regulation 2016/679 (hereinafter the “GDPR”) of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data and repealing Directive 95/46/EC. 
b. As the XX Consortium includes a Partner University (Koç University, KU) which is not located within the EEA and acts under a different legal framework, the Partner Institutions agree to commission the Coordinating Institution (RUB) to sign the “Standard Contractual Clauses Module 1: Transfer Controller to Controller” (SCC) for the transfer of personal data to third countries pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the EU Council on behalf of the consortium. The SSC will be an annex to this Partnership Agreement.
c. Each Partner Institution is primarily an independent controller when conducting at their own competence tasks assumed by them because of the signature of this agreement. Therefore, every Partner has a responsibility to ensure that the personal data of students that will be subject to data processing are accurate and up-to-date, and that it will be well protected. 
d. The Partners agree that they will act as joint controllers for the processing of personal data in the context of the implementation of underlying agreement. All processing activities are defined within Annex Usage of Personal Data. 
e. Therefor the Partners shall be responsible (joint controllership) for keeping accurate records of the students attending its courses, for providing students and partners the certification of a student’s performance on justified request, and for transferring records in a secure and timely fashion after examination or at the end of the mobility period to the central records of the Coordinating Institution, as well as to the Partner Institutions that require a full academic record of a given student to award the degree according to their legislation. 
f. Data transfer shall be supported by a virtual hub (platform). Agreed principles and processes for data sharing and security are determined, and an administrative infrastructure will be established that will support research, teaching, and transfer activities, in which good data management is the rule and is facilitated, and in which data, software codes, protocols, research material and corresponding metadata can be accessed and stored for the period appropriate to the discipline(s) and methodology concerned. 
g. [bookmark: _Hlk63934995]When collecting personal data to be processed under the joint controllership model, the Parties will provide the Data Subjects with the information about the co-responsibility of the other institutions and communication of data between them in relation to the personal data provided, the purpose of the treatment, its legitimating base and the possibility and channels of exercise of rights, as well as any other information set out in Article 13 and 14 of the GDPR. 
h. The partners will guarantee that when they provide personal data to the other partners, they will do so in compliance with all the requirements of current regulations. In particular, they must ensure that they do so in accordance with the principles of lawfulness, loyalty and transparency, as well as the principle of data minimization.
i. When collecting personal data to be processed under the individual controllership model, each Party will provide the Data Subjects with the information about the conditions of their personal data processing as set out in Articles 13 and 14 of the GDPR. The Partner collecting data from Data Subjects will inform them about the conditions of the personal data processing. 
j. Transcripts of Records shall be released in English at minimum.
k. Each Partner Institution is required to immediately notify the Coordinating Institution of any student that terminates his or her participation in the degree programme (“dropouts”), either upon the student’s formal notification to terminate his or her participation in the degree programme, or upon, de facto, substantial continued absence from the degree programme. The Coordinating Institution shall duly inform the European Commission concerning any dropouts of EMJM student scholarship grantees and undertake all engagement with a dropout in relation to termination of payments. 	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary 
l. The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), under Chapter 3 (Rights of the Data Subject), gives Data Subjects the right of access, the right to rectification, the right to erasure, the right to restrict processing, the right to data portability, the right to object and the right not to be subject to a decision based solely on automated processing. 
If a Data Subject makes any request regarding his or her personal data to a Party, the responsibility for the execution of such a request lies with the Party receiving the request. In the case that the execution of such request goes beyond the responsibilities of such a Party, the Party will contact RUB, who will respond to the request among the affected consortium Partners within reasonable time.
m. The Parties shall ensure that appropriate technical and organizational measures are taken to protect the personal data against loss or any form of unlawful processing. The measures to be taken are in line with the available technology. In the event that there is an infringement with regard to personal data, the Party who committed the infringement will be responsible for the communication (if any) to the Data Subject and, if applicable, to the supervisory authority. The Party will also notify the contact person of the other Parties (cp. Annex Usage of Personal Data) in writing without unreasonable delay. The Party who committed the infringement is obliged to immediately take the appropriate measures at its own expense to stop the infringement and to limit any adverse consequences of the infringement.

6.4 [bookmark: _Toc141279970]Joint Degree Award, Diploma Supplement and Joint XX Certificate 
a. The Partner Institutions agree that this Partnership Agreement in combination with their national legislation provides sufficient legal basis to start working on the fulfilment of the prerequisites for the issuing of a joint degree. 
b. [bookmark: _ihv636]Each student who successfully completes the 120 ECTS of the degree, including the compulsory mobilities, and who has fulfilled the requirements of the applicable national legislations shall receive a joint Master of Science degree xxx, testified by a joint diploma on behalf of the eight degree awarding Partner Institutions involved in the provision of the degree programme to that particular student. If a Partner Institution is not yet or will no longer be in the legal position to award a joint degree, it may exceptionally, and within the boundaries of its legal framework, award another document, e.g. a diploma or certificate, for the specific modules/courses taught by it, to the graduates of the programme to whom it served as a Hosting University in one or more of the XX semesters, in addition to the joint degree of the other Partner Institutions.
c. [bookmark: _32hioqz]The award of the MSc degree is accompanied by a joint Diploma Supplement presenting the details of the student’s academic programme and academic achievement, following the template developed by the European Commission, the Council of Europe and UNESCO/CEPES, and adapted to any further specifications in national legislation where applicable.
d. Degree parchment as well as Diploma Supplement shall be bi- or multilingual, always in English, and, if needed, in another official language used in the countries of the Partner Universities, and the language of the University of Semester 4, where the student conducts the Master thesis.
e. If the European Commission recognises the degree programme as an Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree, the degree award and the Diploma Supplement shall make explicit reference to the fact that the programme is a jointly designed EMJM Programme in xx.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary 
f. The Issuing University shall be responsible for:
· processing and keeping the student’s records,
· preparing the issuing of degrees and Diploma Supplements,
· coordinating the award of the joint degree to the graduates,
· delivering and issuing the joint degree, and the Diploma Supplement, as well as their duplicates on behalf of or in joint decision with the Partner Institutions involved in the provision of the joint degree programme to that student,
· registering the official joint degree according to national law and regulations within its country. 
g. The Partner Institutions shall:
· cooperate on the award of the degrees and Diploma Supplements,
· be responsible for submitting all related data and signatures in due time,
· confer, once the necessary foundations have been laid, the right to issue and deliver the joint degree award and the Diploma Supplement on their behalf to or in joint decision with the Issuing University,
· be responsible, if applicable, for registering the official joint degree according to national law and custom within their countries.

6.5 [bookmark: _Toc141279971]Services for Students
a. The Partner Institutions provide a “before, during and after supporting service structure” for XX students. While the students are physically present and enrolled at a Partner University, this university shall be responsible for supporting student entry into the new culture and learning environment at their respective premises through induction days, counselling and other support by their faculty, Student Support Centres, and International Relations Offices.
b. The Partner Institutions intend to support all students of the programme by means of local student assistants (buddy systems) at each Partner Institution, to facilitate administrative procedures and social integration.
c. The Partner Institutions shall ensure that students participating in the degree programme benefit from all student services offered by the Partner Institution to its regular students enrolled in local programmes, which include
· access to appropriate library, ICT and learning facilities, 
· support for obtaining visas and residence permits, 
· help in securing adequate accommodation and reservation prior to arrival, 
· counselling and other related student and administrative support services, 
· information about and access to activities related to employment possibilities,
· access to languague courses. 
For parts delivered in online mode, the rights and obligations of the Partner University that currently hosts the student, apply.
d. In addition to the possiblity to learn the local language on different levels on the spot, the Partner Universities developed online introductory language modules in the official language(s) of every partner university - English, Dutch, Croatian, German, Turkish, Basque, Finnish, French, Spanish, Irish -, enriched with additional information about the university, city, and academic culture. These courses target students and staff in preparation for physical mobility. 
e. Each Partner Institution shall ensure that the course manuals of the modules coordinated by it are up to date and complete and that they are distributed to the students in a timely manner and accessible online. 
f. Each Partner Institution shall ensure that students receive all relevant information and instructions in a timely manner to facilitate a successful study period at the Partner Institution.
g. In terms of pastoral care, there is a designated contact in the Coordinating Institution as well as clear contacts at each Partner Institution.
h. The comprehensive XX Student Handbook for the degree programme will provide further information on such services and applicable conditions and be constantly updated.

6.6 [bookmark: _Toc141279972]Students’ Rights and Responsibilities
a. Each student shall be provided with a general XX Student Agreement, signed by the student and the Chairperson of the Academic Study Board on behalf of the Consortium, which shall list the rights and responsibilities of students with respect to the academic component of the joint degree programme, as well as any administrative requirements and services available. The XX Student Agreement shall provide that students abide by the student discipline rules and exam regulations of the Host University and abide by the rules and regulations of the Coordinating University in relation to academic progression on the Programme. 
b. The XX Student Agreement also regulates students’ rights and obligations concerning possible EMJM grants in an EMJM Scholarship Annex to the Student Agreement.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary 
c. Without prejudice to the Partnership Agreement, the Student Agreement, and the XX Examination Regulations, students shall be entitled to the same rights and privileges and subject to the same duties and responsibilities expressed in the Partner Institution’s regulations, procedures, and customs (including any disciplinary regulations) for elements of the degree programme delivered by a given Partner Institution. It is recognised that variations in the general regulations of Partner Institutions are acceptable.
d. While attending a Hosting University, the policies of the Hosting University for the resolution of complaints relating to the staff of the Host University and the content of the modules taught at the Host University shall be managed in accordance with the complaint procedure of the Host University. All other complaints shall be addressed to the Coordinating University. 
e. Issues that cross several institutions are managed via the rules and regulations of the Coordinating Institution. When in doubt, the Coordinating Institution’s rules and processes apply.
f. The costs for travel, room and board are the responsibility of each student and shall be paid from the student’s own funds.
g. The Partner Universities take care to ensure that students have a balanced workload in each semester. 
h. Students are granted the right to deferral in cases such as long-term illness, parental leave, or other similar justified cause. In case of EMJM status, EMJM scholarship payment will be suspended in cases of deferral, and deferral is only possible for a maximum of 12 months.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary 	Comment by Randolph Galla: Clarify if this refers to EMJM only, or if deferral is always a maximum of 12 months.
i. All XX Partner Universities provide appropriate services to students with special needs and guarantee opportunities to take examination with the assistance or extra provisions that compensate for particular handicaps, following the regulations of each university.
j. The XX website will inform students about childcare facilities at each Partner University / in each city.
k. [bookmark: _Hlk114231829]In the event of EMJM status, the consortium will provide the XX students with an appropriate health insurance that is 100% compliant with the EACEA minimum requirements and with the respective regulations. 	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary ("suggest" instead of "provide"?)


[bookmark: _Toc141279973]Article 7	Staff

7.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279974]Teaching and Administrative Staff
a. The Partner Institutions shall be responsible for appointing sufficient and appropriately qualified staff to deliver all elements of the degree programme specified in this Partnership Agreement, in the XX Examination Regulations, and on the XX website established for this programme.
b. Teaching staff at each Partner Institution involved in the delivery of the degree programme must be fluent in English (language of instruction). They shall also be available to teach and attend meetings physically and/or virtually, at the other XX Partner Institutions when required. Adequate procedures for staff exchange will be put in place.
c. It is the Consortium’s intention to expose the students during the first semester to teaching provided by academic staff from each XX Partner Institution. This to familiarize them with different teaching styles and pedagogies and to bring students and lecturers in touch, to facilitate decisions on student mobility, but also to initiate pedagogic and scientific exchange between the academics involved.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Delete or amend as neccessary
d. The UNIC network to which the partners belong will provide further training on the topic of dealing with heterogeneous students and superdiversity, and the XX management will encourage staff to participate in those trainings. 

7.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279975]Staff Mobility
a. The Partner Institutions intend to set up a staff exchange scheme, targeting 
· lecturers, to secure that students are being exposed to lectures from other XX Partner Institutions, 
· researchers, to initiate and support joint research activities, but also 
· administrative staff who are directly involved in the management of the programme, to facilitate a smooth workflow through increased mutual knowledge and awareness of local administrative structures, processes, and traditions,
· invitation of external lecturers and researchers, to promote and facilitate joint XX teaching and research activities with academic entities outside the Consortium.
b. The Partner Institutions endeavour to involve renowned scholars, experts, and professionals in the field to contribute to and further enhance the quality of the degree programme. The Partner Institutions hereby agree that all financial issues relating to payments due to mobile staff from outside the Consortium shall be negotiated during the delivery of the programme and shall depend on the availability of funds.
c. The Partner Institutions shall regulate the reception of teaching, research, and administrative staff intended to participate in mobility under this Agreement in conformity with their regulations and national law, where required and applicable.
d. Personnel covered by this Agreement shall continue to comply with the contractual obligations of their originating university and shall continue to receive their due remuneration and benefit from the rights that they are entitled to for their legal position, according to the legislative norms existing in the country of the originating university. In each case, the originating university shall consider the duration of the stay as an ordinary service period, for all intents and purposes.

7.3 [bookmark: _Toc141279976]EMJM scholars	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary
a. Guest lecturers / scholars shall be selected against a set of minimum criteria, including, but not limited to, the following requirements:
· The proposed scholar shall bring concrete added value to the delivery of the degree programme.
· In case of availability of EMJM funding, scholars may receive financial support thereof and are then called “EMJM scholars”. In this case, they must be involved in the activities of the degree programme for at least one week.
· EMJM scholars shall not be in receipt of payment from other EU funding schemes (including other Erasmus actions) for the same activity or activities covered by the EMJM grant.
b. The Academic Study Board may change the above-mentioned criteria following additional and/or new requirements of the European Commission or complement these criteria by adding further requirements in the interest of enhancing the quality and implementation of the XX degree programme.
c. Each Partner Institution bears responsibility for proposing appropriate scholars for mobility.

7.4 [bookmark: _Toc141279977]Non-Educational Stakeholders	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Is the role of non-educational stakeholders the same as in RePIC, or are changes needed ? (Probably)
a. The Consortium shall endeavour to engage and closely cooperate with stakeholders from the cities / regions they are located in. This shall be facilitated by the External Advisory Board and the persons serving on it, as well as by local academic staff of the Partner Universities.
b. This cooperation shall manifest itself mainly, but not only in the City Labs and in outreach activities in different institutions of the eight post-industrial cities / regions of the XX programme, to
· facilitate transfer and knowledge from academia to the cities,
· enhance the quality of the content of the programme, 
· link the students and graduates to those cities / regions, 
· maintain a close relationship between the profile of the degree programme and the demands of the cities / regions in terms of knowledge, skills, and competences,
· improve employability possibilities for graduates of the degree programme.
The Parties agree that all institutions/ Partners have to maintain academic independence and have to safeguard scientific integrity at all times, and in all dealings under this Agreement. Universities shall at all times be solely responsible for all their teaching and research activities.
c. Such engagement and cooperation may include, but is not limited to the following contributions by the cities / regions, as the case may be:
· input for the development of curriculum content (e.g., resources, simulations, trainings, City Labs),
· contribution of specific information and expertise for projects and thesis research,
· expert talks / sessions / guest lectures,
· suggestions for feasible thesis topics,
· arrangements for outreach activities,
· labour market information.
d. Depending on the nature of the cooperation with stakeholders and institutions not party to this Partnership Agreement, the Partner Institutions may make formal arrangements that are regulated separately, provided that these remain in conformity with the requirements of this Agreement and the XX Examination Regulations.



[bookmark: _Toc141279978]Article 8	Quality Assurance 

a. [bookmark: _19c6y18]The Academic Study Board is responsible for managing the overall quality and standards of the XX programme. It shall monitor compliance of Partner Institutions with this Agreement and it shall be responsible for ensuring that the degree programme is delivered to the highest academic standards. It shall provide an annual report on quality assurance to the main academic governance entities of the partner institutions.
b. The XX Student Management Department assists the Academic Study Board in its quality assurance tasks and responsibilities including, but not limited to, the implementation of quality enhancement and curriculum development measures throughout the Consortium.
c. Quality assurance in the XX degree programme will follow the Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European Higher Education Area (ESG). The European Approach for Quality Assurance of Joint Programmes approved by the EHEA ministers in May 2015 shall serve as a reference.
d. The Consortium will set up a comprehensive Quality Assurance framework for internal and external QA involving the relevant stakeholders, finally leading to a comprehensive integration of the programme and its quality assurance procedures. 
e. The Partner Institutions undertook a joint accreditation of the programme, by an external agency, and seek regular re-accreditation, with a strong preference to follow the European Approach, conducted by an accreditation agency listed in the EQAR registry (cp. https://www.eqar.eu/). Costs of joint accreditation will be shared between the Partner Institutions.
f. [bookmark: _3tbugp1]Internal and external evaluation processes with its continuous PDCA-Circle and used evaluation instruments shall be defined and described in detail in an Internal XX Quality Handbook, which will outline the procedures and instruments for evaluating the XX degree programme in terms of modules, mobility, labour market integration, overall student satisfaction, and other quality aspects. The institutional processes of the Partner Institutions apply and shall be integrated wherever possible.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): "shall be" or "are"? 
Annex?
g. External quality assurance shall also comprise the regular feedbacks of the members of the External Advisory Board, expert comments received from participants in the City Labs, and the quality reviews for the European Commission and the EMJM funding scheme.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary.
h. The XX faculty, i.e., each lecturer or professor teaching in the XX degree programme, shall convene once per year to discuss ways to enhance content and cohesion of the curriculum.
i. External Examiners shall be used in accordance with the internal requirements of each Partner Institution.
j. Feedback of invited lecturers and researchers from external institutions will be included in the quality assurance process.
k. The XX students shall be continuously involved through different formal and informal feedback channels, among them formal course evaluation by students targeting the academic content and its modes of delivery, a specific semestrial Service Quality Satisfaction Questionnaire on the quality of services offered to them at each location during the student journey, and Teaching Analysis Polls (TAP), a moderated interview technique for qualitative evaluation which will be used especially in the four tracks in Semester 2 due to the relatively small number of students in each track. 
l. Findings of the activities mentioned above will be incorporated in an annual XX Quality Report on the operation of the programme, which will be made available to all partners.



[bookmark: _Toc141279979]Article 9	Awareness-Raising and Promotion of XX

9.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279980]Promotion and Branding	Comment by Galla, Randolph: Good marketing may be even more important, as no EMJM (for the time being)
a. The XX programme shall branded the as the unique, innovative and employment-oriented Master degree programme in dealing with xx.
b. The promotion of the degree programme and awareness-raising shall be the joint responsibility of all Partner Institutions, coordinated by Koç University. 
c. The Consortium, in close cooperation with the Communication Departments of each Partner Institution, shall market, advertise and promote the degree programme to ensure worldwide visibility and, if awarded, the EMJM scholarship scheme of the European Commission, using the networks, fairs and different promotion channels of the Partner Institutions.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary
d. The Consortium shall develop a Social Media strategy to approach, in a targeted way and without any concession to quality, as many suitable candidates for the programme as possible.
e. The Partner Institutions shall provide input to any common marketing material on request by the Coordinating Institution.
f. Publicity material developed by the Partner Institutions locally shall be approved by the respective local XX coordinator and shall always include a strong statement on the joint nature of the programme, and, if applicable, the EMJM funding awarded by the European Commission.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary
g. The Consortium shall motivate students and alumni (starting with the graduation of the first intake) to promote the programme in their universities of origin, at their workplaces and in different societal contexts, using social media, information materials provided by the Partner Institutions, and word of mouth.
h. To achieve a balanced gender distribution in the Master programme, XX will implement a communication strategy on gender parity in all texts, but even more so visually with pictures on the XX website and in printed information materials, communicate that the programme is equally destined to all.
i. The Academic Study Board shall hold discussions at least once a year on the communication strategy for promoting the degree programme and the channels to be used, including, but not limited to, 
· the use of the website of the degree programme, of social media, of the websites of the Partner Institutions, and 
· interaction with European and international agencies for higher education, cultural services and diplomatic representations of the Partner Institution countries and the European Union, scientific and professional bodies and organisations, and international scientific conferences.

9.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279981]XX Website
a. The Consortium shall jointly set up a single, comprehensive, integrated website for the XX programme, providing all the necessary information on the joint degree programme for students (including a link to the admission portal), future employers, and stakeholders.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Is it not de facto one partner (ore a few) who set up and run the webpage?
Name them and mention resources provided?
b. The Partner Institutions shall provide input for the XX website and shall maintain links to the XX website from their own local websites.
c. The Partner Institutions shall include details of the programme in their local websites, as well as in their social media channels, printed information materials and other promotional tools, and include the programme as part of their entries in compendia and other information media.

9.3 [bookmark: _Toc141279982]Use of Crests and Logos
a. Each Partner Institution agrees that the Consortium may use and display its name and logo for the purposes of the provision of the degree programme and the development of promotional materials, degree programme literature and other documentation as well as in advertisements, prospectuses, and other publicity materials of the XX degree programme. In all cases, the wording should be in accordance with the guidelines of each Partner Institution.
b. The degree-awarding Partner Institutions hereby allow each other to use their crests and logos on the joint degree award and on the Diploma Supplement issued under this Partnership Agreement. Through appropriate use of all Partner Institutions' logos, names and design identities, promotional material shall indicate that the degree programme is delivered by the Consortium partners and that it shall lead to the award of a joint degree. It is noted that UCC is a member of the federal National University of Ireland (NUI) and the NUI crest and logo may be used on the diploma parchments.  
c. Each Partner Institution hereby undertakes that it shall not at any time, use, or permit to be used by third parties, the name, insignia, logo, or other distinctive identifying features of the other Partner Institutions, except where such use is authorised under this Agreement or another agreement between the Partner Institutions involved.
d. Should the European Commission award the programme Erasmus Mundus Joint Master Degree status within the framework of the EMJM scheme, the Consortium and its Partner Institutions shall use the EU flag in conjunction with the name “funded by Erasmus+” in all promotional material regarding the degree programme, on the joint XX website, in printed material, and at student fairs, in accordance with the stipulations of the grant agreement concluded between the Consortium and the European Commission.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary


[bookmark: _Toc141279983]Article 10	Financial Management 	Comment by Galla, Randolph: Where are differences to RePIC: What needs to be changed? 

1.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279984]Financial Arrangements
a. The Partner Institutions agreed on a cost calculation and income distribution model (cp annex financial management) for XX as a framework to determine the student participation fees which cover the expenses incurred by the study programme. 
b. This cost calculation and income distribution model, and the student participation fees can only be amended by joint decision of the senior management of the XX Partner Universities.
c. The Partner Institutions receive financial compensation in regular intervals as set out in the financial annex from the student participation fees for their teaching and managerial input and other programme-related expenditures. 
d. The Partner Institutions further agree to run the XX programme with or without external EMJM funding and developed a financial management plan to serve this end. 
e. To the extent legally possible for the Partner Institutions, the Coordinating Institution is hereby authorized to collect participation fees from students on behalf and in the name of the Partner Institutions.
f. The Partner Institutions authorize the Coordinating Institution to handle the financial management of the XX programme on their behalf and to have overall responsibility for the financial management of the degree programme, including management of income and general expenditures in relation to the Consortium, as well as, in case of EMJM status, the administration and intake of the EMJM unit costs per student, and the management and distribution of EMJM scholarships.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary
g. The Partner Institutions agree to the allocation of funds to the Coordinating Institution for general coordination tasks and for other partner institutions that may assume general consortium tasks previously agreed, and they agree that the Coordinating Institution establishes a re-distribution scheme of centrally collected tuition fees, and, in case of EMJM status, EU unit costs, to the Partner Institutions, in relation to their teaching load and their administrative, technical, and educational contributions to the degree programme. 	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary
h. The Academic Study Board establishes the annual and multi-annual budget of the study programme within the framework of the available programme income, supported by financial expertise from the administration of the Partner Universities. When decisions related to finances have to be taken, the ASB should always be supported by financial expertise from the administration of the Partner Universities.

1.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279985]Programme Budget 
a. The XX joint income is administered by the Coordinating Institution. It is composed of the self-funded students’ participation fees (including tuition), EMJM unit costs (if awarded), and possible additional income, together named “programme income”. 	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary
b. XX student participation fees include fees for tuition and cost of various student services. These services may differ from institution to institution. 
c. The XX joint income is used for general programme expenditures, including, but not limited to, quality assurance, programme accreditation / evaluation, website maintenance, production of XX publications and other dissemination activities, other central expenditures as agreed by all parties, contingency. 
d. The XX Consortium will strive to make additional sources of income accessible, to expand the number of services and the quality of the education, and to secure financial sustainability.
e. Depending on the availability of such additional income, XX would take into account options for green travel top ups may be granted to students without an EMJM scholarship to support green semester mobility travel within the XX programme (excluding arrival for Semester 1 and departure after Semester 4), and would be paid after reception of the used transportation tickets. The amounts would be decided annually by the Academic Study Board, depending on the means available.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary
f. While the financial breakdown is based on the number of students, which may differ from intake to intake, there are fixed costs (e.g., for teaching activities, staff costs, invited lecturers, etc.) which will remain fixed no matter the number of students enrolled. If under unpredictable circumstances the programme income should be insufficient to cover running costs, the Partner Institutions will jointly look into options to mitigate risks, consider ways to reduce costs and possibly modify parts of the programme, and, based on such general agreements, each Partner Institution will do its best to cover its remaining costs, to the extent possible, from domestic resources under its power of disposal, and to deal with local risks locally. As a last resort, the ASB may take a decision not to run the respective edition of the programme. 
g. The Academic Study Board decides on any additional activity that shall receive money from the joint income, if sufficient resources are available.
h. In case that there is money still available at the end of each financial year, it shall be used to establish a Reserve for unforeseen expenditures (general risk management and sustainability in case the number of students drops in one or more intakes). The Academic Study Board, supported by financial expertise from the administration of the Partner Universities, decides annually on the amount to be transferred into the Reserve. Money from this Reserve can be used for urgent purposes by unanimous decision of the Academic Study Board only. If the Board unanimously agrees that the amount accumulated in the Reserve exceeds a reasonable extent, parts of this money may be distributed in equal shares among the partners, under the condition that this money is used for the purpose of the XX programme.
i. The Partner Institutions shall use their allocations to accomplish the tasks assigned to them, to cover costs for travel and subsistence of EMJM guest lecturers / scholars, for remuneration of each Partner Institution’s teaching load, to cover national tuition fees (if applicable), for its services offered to the XX students during their learning path through the programme, for local marketing and promotion actions and for other activities for the benefit of the XX programme.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend as neccessary
j. In case of student withdrawal during the semester, the corresponding funds remain in the Consortium, unless such money must be reimbursed to the EU or other donors / funding bodies.
k. XX Quality Assurance foresees an annual report provided by the Academic Study Board, in which financial expertise from the administrations of the Partner Universities will be involved. Following the finalisation of actual student enrolments, available participation fee income and their use and distribution may be re-calculated based on actual student enrolments, in line with EACEA regulations, and for the benefit of the programme only.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EACEA refers to EMJM funding. Delete or amend as neccessary

1.3 [bookmark: _Toc141279986]Student Participation Fees   	Comment by Randolph Galla: Amend this entire chapter, especially a, d, and e	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): based on still-to-come input from Finance working group.
a. Two different sets of  XX Participation Fee rates are applied, depending on the nationality of the student:
· Group A includes students with a nationality of an EU Member State (Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Germany, Estonia, Ireland, Greece, Spain, France, Croatia, Italy, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Hungary, Malta, Netherlands, Austria, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Slovakia, Finland, Sweden), students with a nationality of Norway, Iceland, Liechtenstein (member states of the European Free Trade Association EFTA), and students with a nationality of acceding countries, candidate countries and potential candidate countries for EU membership (North Macedonia, Republic of Türkiye, Republic of Serbia). These countries are hereafter called “EU Member States and third countries associated to the XX Programme”, in short: EU+.
· Group B includes students with a nationality of all other countries, also called “third countries not associated to the Programme”, in short: third countries.

	For Group A students, 	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Correct amounts?
RUB semester contribution included?
Differentiation in Group a and B like in RePIC? (No need for EMJM rules!)
XX Participation Fees are:
2.250€ per semester,
4.500€ per annum, 
9.000€ for 4 semesters (two years)
	For Group B students, 
XX Participation Fees are: 
4.500€ per semester,
9.000€ per annum, 
18.000€ for 4 semesters (two years)



b. The Participation Fees are payable upfront, in semesterly instalments, to the Coordinating Institution. Students not paying the Participation Fees in time will be exmatriculated.
c. The Partner Universities reserve the right to adapt the amounts of the Participation Fees. Any adjustment of the participation Fees must be suggested by the Academic Study Board supported by financial expertise from the administration of the Partner Universities and unanimously agreed upon by the senior management of each Partner University of the Consortium. New amounts shall not be levied within a cohort, i.e., not during the 4 semesters in which students are expected to complete the programme.
d. The Consortium aims to minimize economic barriers for qualified applicants to participate in the XX programme. In case of availability of EMJM funding from the European Commission (EMJM status), the participation fees of students with an EMJM scholarship will be covered from Erasmus Mundus funds.
e. Financial contributions for participation in the XX programme will be clearly explained to the students. All tuition fees are covered by the participation fee. In case of EMJM status, also all administrative and service fees at the Partner Institutions (such as, e.g., stamp and certification fees, library and laboratory costs, social contribution fees, as well as costs for mandatory health insurance) are covered by the participation fees.
f. Students must cover subsistence, accommodation, travel to and from partner universities, visa costs, etc. from their own means.
g. Any costs arising from prolongation of studies beyond the standard duration of the programme (four semesters) shall be charged by the Consortium at the publicly published actual standard XX rates for the cohort in which the student started. 

[bookmark: _Toc141279987]Article 11	Sustainability of the Programme 

a. In terms of excellence, course integration, the joint nature of the endeavour under this Agreement and financial viability, the Partner Institutions strive to develop and implement the XX degree programme whereby the programme can also be started in a modified form in case that no EU funding should become available, and that it can exist beyond the EU funding period.	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): EMJM - Amend.
I think it should be mentioned that the programme can be run also without any external funding.
b. Partner Institutions shall be responsible for the delivery of all courses they provide, and for appropriate progression, while considering joint agreements on learning outcomes, teaching and assessment methods, literature, textbooks, and other learning materials.
c. A Partner Institution can only implement variations and changes to the structure and content of the degree programme within the limits specified by the Academic Study Board or after approval by the Board, and in line with the EMJM framework as established by the European Commission, if selected for EMJM funding.	Comment by Randolph Galla: EMJM - Delete or amend
d. The Partner Institutions follow a comprehensive approach to secure the sustainability of the programme and distinguish different levels to work for sustainability, namely finance, structure, society, ecology, and quality.


[bookmark: _Toc141279988]Article 12	Intellectual Property Rights

a. Results (all Intellectual Property Rights including, but not limited to Inventions, Designs, Copyrights or Know-How generated during and within the Joint Master) are owned by the Party that generates them.
b. The consortium is committed to promoting and supporting the UNESCO recommendation on Open Education Resources (OER). Where possible and appropriate, results like educational materials will be published under the Creative Commons licence types CC BY-SA, CC BY or CC 0, as these licence types allow straightforward reuse.
c. Each Partner Institution shall promptly and fully notify the other Partner Institution of any actual, threatened, or suspected infringement of the other Partner Institution’s Intellectual Property Rights which comes to the first Partner Institution’s notice, including any claim by any third party that the marketing and/or offering of the degree programme infringes any rights of any third party.
d. In case of joint ownership of Results (which occours when Results can not be seperated), each of the joint owners shall be entitled to use their jointly owned Results for non-commercial research and teaching activities on a royalty-free basis, and without requiring the prior consent of the other joint owner(s). Each of the joint owners shall be entitled to otherwise exploit the jointly owned Results if the other joint owners are given: (a) at least 45 calendar days advance notice; and (b) fair and reasonable compensation. The joint owners shall agree on all protection measures and the division of related cost in advance. 


[bookmark: _Toc141279989]Article 13	Confidentiality

a. All data and other documents and information (other than promotional material) supplied in writing (“Supplied Material”) by any Partner Institution (the “Supplying Partner Institution”) to another Partner Institution (the “Receiving Partner Institution”) under this Agreement and exhibiting an appropriate “Confidential” or “Proprietary” legend shall be treated as confidential, both during the performance of this Agreement and for an indefinite period thereafter.
b. The Receiving Partner Institution shall not during the term of this Agreement or at any time thereafter use any confidential Supplied Material or disclose any confidential Supplied Material to any third party save to the extent as may be reasonably necessary for the fulfilment of the Receiving Partner Institution’s duties and obligations under this Agreement and save to the extent required by law. Article 12 remains unaffected.
c. Each Partner Institution shall, as soon as reasonably possible, advise the other Partner Institution in writing of any unauthorised disclosure or misuse of Supplied Material after it becomes aware of such unauthorised disclosure or misuse.
d. The above shall not apply for disclosure or use of Confidential Information, if and in so far as the Recipient can show that: 
- the Confidential Information has become or becomes publicly available by means other than a breach of the Recipient’s confidentiality obligations; 
- the Disclosing Party subsequently informs the Recipient that the Confidential Information is no longer confidential; 
- the Confidential Information is communicated to the Recipient without any obligation of confidentiality by a third party who is to the best knowledge of the Recipient in lawful possession thereof and under no obligation of confidentiality to the Disclosing Party; 
- the disclosure or communication of the Confidential Information is foreseen by provisions of the Grant Agreement; 
- the Confidential Information, at any time, was developed by the Recipient completely independently of any such disclosure by the Disclosing Party; 
- the Confidential Information was already known to the Recipient prior to disclosure, or - the Recipient is required to disclose the Confidential Information in order to comply with applicable laws or regulations or with a court or administrative order, subject to the provision Section 10.7 hereunder.


[bookmark: _Toc141279990]Article 14	Claims

1.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279991]Indemnity
a. Each Partner Institution generally undertakes to perform its scope of work relating to this Agreement, at its own risk and under its own sole liability and shall bear all consequences in compliance with the provisions hereunder.
b. Should it occur that the degree programme fails to be funded by the European Commission within the EMJM Joint Master Degree scheme, no Partner Institution,which cannot be held responsible for it shall under any circumstances be liable to any other Partner Institution for any damage caused thereby.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Delete or amend
c. [bookmark: _Hlk114232950]A Partner Institution (“Accountable Party”) shall indemnify any other Partner Institution and its employees, agents and contractors, against any and all expenses, liabilities, losses, claims, damages, costs, litigation attorney fees (including legal costs) and proceedings, arising from complaints about modules or the degree programme as a whole, arising directly as a result of the negligence, act or omission, breach of contract, breach of duty, insolvency, recklessness, bad faith, wilful default or fraud of the Accountable Party, its employees, subcontractors or agents or any of them or as a result of the Accountable Party’s failure to exercise skill, care and diligence, or any other complaint of professional negligence arising in connection with the Accountable Party’s or Parties’ performance of this Agreement, provided that the complaints are not due to the gross negligence or deliberate omission or wilful misconduct of the other Partner Institution, its employees, agents or contractors.
d. [bookmark: _Hlk114233347]Each Partner Institution has or will put in place appropriate insurance in accordance with the insurance norms prevailing in its country of establishment.
e. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, neither Partner Institution shall be responsible towards the other Partner Institution for any indirect, incidental or consequential damages including without limitation loss of profits, loss of use, loss of data, loss of revenue and the like. Party’s total liability shall in no case exceed twenty thousand (20.000) euros. This limitation of liability shall not apply if and to the extent the damage has been caused by a wilful act or gross negligence.
f. A Partner Institution subject to a claim, for which the Partner Institution intends to seek indemnity within the terms of this Agreement from another Partner Institution (“Accountable Party”) shall
· as soon as reasonably practicable after becoming aware of the claim, provide the Accountable Party with reasonable details of it and thereafter provide the Accountable Party in a timely manner with such information relating to the claim as may reasonably be requested from time to time by the other,
· not make, and use its reasonable endeavours to procure that there is not made any admission of liability, except with the prior written consent of the Accountable Party,
· keep the Accountable Party reasonably informed of all material developments relating to, and regularly informed of the progress of the claim,
· use its reasonable endeavours to procure that the handling of the claim, including, without limitation, any resistance to or defence of it, is carried out and conducted in all material respects in accordance with such reasonable written directions as may be given by the Accountable Party, and
· not settle or compromise the claim and procure that the claim is not settled or compromised, except with the prior written consent of the Accountable Party, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld or delayed.

1.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279992]Warning of other Partner Institutions
With respect to defaults or difficulties in the performance of this Agreement and obligations that may give rise to a claim or to the application of liquidated damages for default or delay, the Partner Institutions agree to inform each other of foreseeable delays or failures in the performance of their works, so that any action likely to mitigate the expected delay or failure, or of avoiding the application of liquidated damages or any other indemnity, herein provided, may be taken forthwith.

1.3 [bookmark: _Toc141279993]Force Majeure
a. Force Majeure, for the purpose of this Agreement, is defined as any cause preventing any Partner Institution from performing any or all of its obligations which arise from or are attributable to the acts, events, omissions or accidents beyond the reasonable control of the Partner Institution so prevented, including without limitation, any strike, lock-out or other form of industrial action, war, riot, civil commotion, terrorism, malicious damage, accident, breakdown of plant or machinery, pandemic, fire, flood, storm or other natural disasters).
b. If there is a change in the law that prevents a Partner Institution in the fulfilment of any of its obligations towards the Consortium, the institution concerned will immediately notify it, and an amicable solution will be sought.
c. None of the Parties to this Agreement shall be responsible to another Partner Institution for any failure or delay in performance or non-performance due to Force Majeure.
d. Throughout the duration of the Force Majeure event(s), the affected Partner Institution shall use its reasonable efforts to cure or reduce the effect thereof and needs to secure students can continue to study in the XX Master programme, where required through arrangements involving other XX Partner Universities.
e. The affected Partner Institution shall promptly upon occurrence of any such causes inform the other Partner Institutions, stating that such cause has delayed or prevented its performance hereunder, and thereafter the affected Partner Institution shall take all action within its power to comply with the terms of this Agreement as fully and promptly as possible. 
f. Should the Force Majeure in question prevail for a continuous period, more than one (1) month, the Partner Institutions shall enter into discussion with a view to alleviating its effects or to agreeing upon such alternative arrangements as may be fair and reasonable. 


[bookmark: _Toc141279994]Article 15	This Agreement 

15.1 [bookmark: _Toc141279995]Contractual Relationship 
a. This Partnership Agreement constitutes a contractual relationship between the Partner Institutions which shall exist only for the purposes set out in Article 1 of the present Agreement. The Partner Institutions acknowledge that in entering into this Agreement no Partner Institution relies on, and shall have no remedy in respect of, any statement, representation, warrant or understanding, however made, other than as expressly set out in this Agreement.
b. This Agreement is not intended to create, nor should it be construed as creating, a corporation, agency, or partnership (whether general or limited), or any legal entity or continuing relationship or commitment between the Partner Institutions other than as expressly contained in this Agreement.
c. Non-enforcement of any provision of this Agreement shall not constitute a waiver or precedent in respect of that or any other provision at any other time or by any other Partner Institution.
d. If any provision (or part of a provision) included in this Agreement is found to be illegal, void, or unenforceable, in whole or in part, then such provision shall be severed from the rest of this Agreement and the remainder of this Agreement shall continue to have full force and effect for all intents and purposes of the law.

15.2 [bookmark: _Toc141279996]Transitional Provisions
a. The Partner Institutions agree to start the Joint Master degree Programme XX, as governed by this Agreement, in 2023. First intake of students shall be in fall 2023.
b. [bookmark: _Hlk130574066]Notwithstanding the previous clause, a Partner Institution may request an exemption from implementing certain parts of this Agreement if national legislation, university regulations or administrative procedures prevent implementation, though under the condition that the other Partner Institutions agree with such an exemption and under the condition that the Partnership Agreement and its annex are fully adhered to by September 2023.

15.3 [bookmark: _Toc141279997]Amendments and Communications
a. No change, alteration, modification, or addition to this Agreement shall be valid unless agreed in writing and properly executed by the Partner Institutions hereto.
b. Any demand notice or other communication given or made under or in connection with this Agreement shall be in writing.
c. Subject to the approval of the Partner Institutions, the Academic Study Board can amend and revise the XX Examination Regulations and Internal Quality Handbook, as well as the online Student Handbook, without requiring a renewal of this Partnership Agreement.

15.4 [bookmark: _Toc141279998]Dispute Settlement
a. In the event of any dispute between the Partner Institutions regarding this Agreement, the details of the circumstances of any such dispute shall be communicated in writing by the Partner Institution alleging the same to the other Partner Institution/s, which communication shall also be copied to the Academic Study Board.
b. In the event of any dispute between the Partner Institutions regarding this Agreement, the Partner Institutions agree to attempt to reach an amicable settlement in good faith, which shall be facilitated by the Academic Study Board.
c. Any dispute arising out of, or in connection with, this Agreement, including any question regarding its existence, validity, or termination, if not resolved by mutual amicable settlement between the Partner Institutions within a reasonable time, being no more than a total of three months, shall be regulated according to the national law of the Partner Institution at which the conflict originated.
d. If the case cannot be regulated according to the national law of the Partner Institution the conflict originated, the case shall be regulated according to German law, with the Bochum Court having jurisdiction to hear the case.

15.5 [bookmark: _Toc141279999]Termination
a. Partner Institutions to this Agreement shall each be entitled to terminate their commitment to this Agreement through a phased withdrawal, for any reason, by giving at least twelve (12) months' notice in writing to the Academic Study Board and the senior management of each Parnter Institution prior to 31 July of any given year during the applicability of this Agreement.
b. Any Partner Institution wishing to terminate its commitment shall agree upon a phased withdrawal plan, during which its legal obligations to each student must be analysed, assessed, and reported to the Academic Study Board. Should the Partner Institution be unable to honour its commitment to its students during its withdrawal, arrangements shall be made to transfer the obligations to another Partner Institution. This may involve, among others, the transfer of funds between the Partner Institutions involved, for such purpose.
c. In the event of a Partner Institution withdrawing from the Consortium, the Academic Study Board shall monitor the phased withdrawal, respecting the interests of the enrolled students and ensuring the conditions for the effective continuation of their studies.
d. The Academic Study Board may, by majoritarian decision, require a Partner Institution to terminate its commitment to this Agreement if that Partner Institution persistently does not fulfil its obligations and requirements as outlined in this Agreement.
e. If the Partner Institutions decide to terminate the XX programme, it is the responsibility of each hosting institution to ensure a reasonable arrangement for the completion of a student’s study programme, ensuring that it will be possible for the concerned students for a further two years to provide the necessary services to obtain a Master degree.

15.6 [bookmark: _Toc141280000]Duration
a. This Agreement shall enter into force as from the date of signature by the legal representatives of all Partner Universities and be valid until end of 2029, to cover five cohorts of students.
b. Commencing 1 September 2028, before the expiration of this Agreement, the Academic Study Board shall conduct a review of this Agreement and of the quality of the joint programme in general. This review shall be completed before 1 March 2029, by which date the Academic Study Board shall be required to have presented its outcomes to and have discussed it with all important stakeholders.
c. At the initial stages of the commencement of a review of this Agreement by the Academic Study Board under this article, each Partner Institution shall state, in broad terms, its intention to continue its activities under the terms of this Agreement, or to withdraw from this same Agreement.
d. The outcomes of the review shall be discussed in a general assembly of the Directors, Coordinators, key faculty, alumni, student representatives and selected stakeholders, including representatives of the senior management of the Partner Institutions.
e. The Academic Study Board shall, in close consultation with the senior management of the Partner Institutions, prepare a decision whether or not the Partner Institutions are prepared to extend this Agreement on the same terms and conditions. 
f. Should the outcomes of the Academic Study Board’s review and their discussion require a revision of this Agreement, it shall thereupon terminate, and a new agreement shall be required and set up.
g. Should the outcome of the Board’s review require an extension of this Agreement, the Academic Study Board shall nevertheless give each Partner Institution the opportunity to continue its commitment in the terms of this Agreement or to withdraw from this Agreement and shall include in this Agreement any minor amendments or changes mutually agreed between the Partner Institutions.

15.7 [bookmark: _Toc141280001]Signatures	Comment by Galla, Randolph: Are the persons who are to sign still the same?
This Agreement is done in eight original copies (with each Partner Institution signing eight original Signature Pages and receiving one original copy after the signature process), each of equal value, each signed by the legally authorized university representative of each Partner Institution, thus agreeing to enter into this Agreement.


[bookmark: _Toc141280002]Signature page Ruhr-Universität Bochum
of the 
Partnership Agreement
for the Establishment 
of a 
Joint Master Degree Programme in 
xxx,
jointly delivered by:
Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
University College Cork, 
University of Deusto, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
Koç University, 
Université de Liège,
University of Oulu,
University of Zagreb



Herewith,

Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
established in BOCHUM, Germany, as a body of public law under the Universities Act of Northrhine-Westfalia, represented for the purpose hereof by Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Martin Paul, Rector, acting as its legal authorized representative, hereby consents to become a Party to the Partnership Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Master Degree Programme in xx, and agrees to act as the Coordinating Institution of the XX consortium and accepts in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned Partnership Agreement all the rights and obligations of a Party.


Date:

Signature of legally authorised representative:




Stamp of the organisation:





[bookmark: _Toc141280003]Signature page University College Cork
of the 
Partnership Agreement
for the Establishment 
of a 
Joint Master Degree Programme in 
(XX),
jointly delivered by:
Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
University College Cork, 
University of Deusto, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
Koç University, 
Université de Liège,
University of Oulu,
University of Zagreb



Herewith,

University College Cork,
represented for the purpose hereof by Prof. Stephen Byrne, Deputy President & Registrar, established in CORK, Ireland, acting as its legal authorised representative, hereby consents to become a Party to the Partnership Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Master Degree Programme in xx and accepts in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned Partnership Agreement all the rights and obligations of a Party.


Date:

Signature of legally authorised representative:




Stamp of the organisation:







[bookmark: _Toc141280004]Signature page University of Deusto
of the 
Partnership Agreement
for the Establishment 
of a 
Joint Master Degree Programme in 
(XX),
jointly delivered by:
Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
University College Cork,
University of Deusto, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
Koç University, 
Université de Liège,
University of Oulu,
University of Zagreb



Herewith,

University of Deusto,

a private non-profit organisation, established in Bilbao, Spain, constituted by the Holy See pursuant to a Decree of the Sacred Congregation of Seminaries and Universities of the Catholic Church dated August 10, 1963, and registered in the Register of Religious Entities of the Ministry of Justice under No. 004179, represented for the purpose hereof by Prof. Dr. Juan José Etxeberria, acting as its legal authorised representative, hereby consents to become a Party to the Partnership Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Master Degree Programme in Sxx and accepts in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned Partnership Agreement all the rights and obligations of a Party.


Date:

Signature of legally authorised representative:




Stamp of the organisation:






[bookmark: _Toc141280005]Signature page Erasmus University Rotterdam
of the 
Partnership Agreement
for the Establishment 
of a 
Joint Master Degree Programme in 
xxx (XX),
jointly delivered by:
Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
University College Cork, 
University of Deusto, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
Koç University, 
Université de Liège,
University of Oulu,
University of Zagreb



Herewith,

Erasmus University Rotterdam,
a legal entity governed by public law with registered offices at Rotterdam, the Netherlands, registered at the Netherlands Chambers of Commerce under number 24495550, with premises at Burgemeester Oudlaan 50, 3062 PA Rotterdam, for the purpose of this Agreement lawfully represented by Prof. dr Brinksma, Chair of the Executive Board, hereby consents to become a Party to the Partnership Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Master Degree Programme in and accepts in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned Partnership Agreement all the rights and obligations of a Party.


Date:

Signature of legally authorised representative:




Stamp of the organisation: 


[bookmark: _Toc141280006]Signature page Koç University
of the 
Partnership Agreement
for the Establishment 
of a 
Joint Master Degree Programme in 
 (XX),
jointly delivered by:
Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
University College Cork, 
University of Deusto, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
Koç University, 
Université de Liège,
University of Oulu,
University of Zagreb



Herewith,

Koç University, 
represented for the purpose hereof by Prof. Dr. Zeynep Gürhan Canlı, Acting President and Vice President for Academic Affairs, established in ISTANBUL, Türkiye, acting as its legal authorised representative, hereby consents to become a Party to the Partnership Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Master Degree Programme in xx and accepts in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned Partnership Agreement all the rights and obligations of a Party.	Comment by Randolph Galla: Name may have to be changed


Date:

Signature of legally authorised representative:




Stamp of the organisation:





[bookmark: _Toc141280007]Signature page Université de Liège
of the 
Partnership Agreement
for the Establishment 
of a 
Joint Master Degree Programme in 
 (XX),
jointly delivered by:
Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
University College Cork, 
University of Deusto, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
Koç University, 
Université de Liège,
University of Oulu,
University of Zagreb



Herewith,

Université de Liège,
represented for the purpose hereof by Prof. Dr. Anne-Sophie NYSSEN, Rector, established Place du 20-Août, 7, 4000 LIÈGE, Belgium, acting as its legal authorised representative, hereby consents to become a Party to the Partnership Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Master Degree Programme in and accepts in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned Partnership Agreement all the rights and obligations of a Party.


Date:

Signature of legally authorised representative:




Stamp of the organisation:



 

[bookmark: _Toc141280008]Signature page University of Oulu
of the 
Partnership Agreement
for the Establishment 
of a 
Joint Master Degree Programme in 
(XX),
jointly delivered by:
Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
University College Cork, 
University of Deusto, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
Koç University, 
Université de Liège,
University of Oulu,
University of Zagreb



Herewith,

University of Oulu,
represented for the purpose hereof by, Vice Rector for Education, established in OULU, Finland, acting as its legal authorised representative, and Vesa-Matti Sarenius, Director of Academic Affairs, hereby consents to become a Party to the Partnership Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Master Degree Programme in  and accepts in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned Partnership Agreement all the rights and obligations of a Party.


Date:

Signatures of legally authorised representatives:




Stamp of the organisation:



 

[bookmark: _Toc141280009]Signature page University of Zagreb
of the 
Partnership Agreement
for the Establishment 
of a 
Joint Master Degree Programme in 
 (XX),
jointly delivered by:
Ruhr-Universität Bochum,
University College Cork, 
University of Deusto, 
Erasmus University Rotterdam, 
Koç University, 
Université de Liège,
University of Oulu,
University of Zagreb



Herewith,

University of Zagreb,
established in ZAGREB, Croatia, as a bodies of public law under the Act on Higher Education and Scientific Activity (Official Gazette, no. 119/22) represented for the purpose hereof by Prof. Dr. Stjepan Lakušić, Rector, acting as its legal authorised representative, hereby consents to become a Party to the Partnership Agreement for the Establishment of a Joint Master Degree Programme in  and accepts in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned Partnership Agreement all the rights and obligations of a Party.


Date:

Signatures of legally authorised representatives:




Stamp of the organisations: 





[bookmark: _Toc141280010]Annexes


1. [bookmark: _Toc141280011]ANNEX Conversion table for grades in the XX joint Master programme 

	

ECTS 
Mark
	

Appreciation
	Germany

	Türkiye
	Ireland
	The
Netherlands
	Belgium (French-speaking part)
	Finland
	Croatia
	Spain

	A
	Excellent
	[1.0-1.3]
	A / 4
	70-100%
	9,5-10
	[18-20]
	5
	5
	9,0-10

	B
	Very good
	]1.3-2.0]
	B+ / 3,3
	60-69%
	8,5-9,4
	[16-18[
	4
	4
	8,0-8,9

	C
	Good
	]2.0-2.7]
	B- / 2,7
	50-59%
	7,5-8,4
	[14-16[
	3
	3
	7,0-7,9

	D
	Satisfactory
	]2.7-3.3]
	C+ / 2,3
	45-49%
	6,5-7,4
	[12-14[
	2
	2
	6,0-6,9

	E
	Sufficient
	]3.3-4.0]
	C / 2
	40-44%
	5,5-6,4
	[10-12[
	1
	2
	5,0-5,9

	F
	Fail
	5.0
	C-, D + F / 0
	0-39%
	1,0-5,4
	[0-10[
	0
	1
	0-4,9



Definitions:
A	EXCELLENT - outstanding performance with none or only minor errors 
B	VERY GOOD - above the average standard but with some errors 
C	GOOD - generally sound work with a number of notable errors 
D	SATISFACTORY - fair but with significant shortcomings 
E	SUFFICIENT - performance meets the minimum criteria 
F	FAIL - considerable further work is required

Note: The above table serves for conversion of grades only and does not involve any information about progress in the degree programme. Different faculty and study level academic requirements may apply.






2. [bookmark: _Toc141280012]ANNEX Usage of personal data in XX

Annex to the XX Partnership Agreement on data flow, purposes and dataset that will be processed for the exchange of personal data in the joint Master programme XX
The XX Managementhandles personal data of applicants, who become students and later alumni of the XX programme. Data are submitted by students at different points of time and means to 1) Ruhr University Bochum, Germany (the Coordinating University, and the university of the first semester of all XX students), through the online application portal, 2) to the seven other partner universities and their offices / unit in charge for enrolment. In the following all procedures and types of data are mentioned in order of the different points in time, application, admission, enrolment at partner universities, graduation and alumni (relations). 
Application: 
Data that students submit themselves upon application are:
1) Full name
2) Gender
3) Email address
4) Date, place, country of birth
5) Nationality
6) Country of residence including a document as proof thereof
7) Passport copy
8) Student picture
9) Diploma and transcript copies, name of previous degree issuing institution
10) CV (which may include a home address, phone number, email address etc). 
11) Motivation letter 
Data that is added per student on their behalf:
1) Up to two letters of reference from a supervisor/colleague/employer
The XX Student Management Departmenthas access to this data and grants access to the student documents to the reviewers assessing the applications. The reviewers have only access to the data of students who have submitted their full applications, not to students who only started a draft. Access is granted through the application portal with username and password. Reviewers apply scores to the applicants’ portfolios. 
The XX Student Management Departmentdownloads the following student data after the review is completed to establish the ranking to be presented to a joint selection panel, staffed by members of the Academic Studies Board of XX, i.e., academic coordinators of the Partner Universities:
1) Full name
2) Email address (will not be forwarded to the selection panel)
3) Nationality
4) Residence information (without documentation)
5) Scores of the reviewers
The members of the selection panel will decide on a cut-off score for admission and also – if applicable – scholarship nominations, respecting the regulations of potential donors (e.g., the European Commission). If members of the selection panel would like to double-check applicants’ submitted documents, they may request specific access to individual files, forwarded by the XX Management by an online data transfer system. 
Admission: 
For all students who have submitted their completed application, if admitted or not, the following documents are downloaded and kept for 10 years (in case students’ have complaints later on): 
1) Copies of diplomas and transcript of records
2) CV
3) Motivation letter
4) Reference letters
5) Documents for proof of residence (if submitted)
From students who are invited for admission and accepted their place, also passport copies, pictures and eventually proof of English proficiency are downloaded and saved to the computer into individual folders by student name and per academic year. Also, preferences for XX locations/tracks are downloaded and stored. At this point, different student lists will be established for the purpose of allocation of students, checklists for participation fee payments and submission of important hardcopy documents. Subsequently, a student list will be compiled from the following data: 
1) XX ID
2) Student ID at RUB (university of first semester)
3) Application status (activation of status in the RUB database)
4) Financial status (regular EU/regular non-EU/scholarship EU or non-EU/waiver EU or non-EU, etc.)
5) First, middle, last name
6) Gender
7) Date, place, country of birth
8) Age
9) Country issuing passport (nationality)
10) Second nationality (if applicable)
11) Country of residence
12) Personal email address
13) email address
14) Location of and name of track in which student participates in semester 2
15) Previous studies (field, degree)
Some of the data (nationalities, countries, track information, gender, and age) are used to prepare general student statistics for Board Meetings or other representative purposes without providing any personal information. 
Each Partner University receives a list of all students with those marked who will attend their university for purposes of contacting students by email and provide local information to them. Students take care of (providing personal data for) registration locally at the different universities themselves, and for the purpose of immigration, if necessary. These lists are transferred by online data transfer services. 
The XX Student Management Departmentprovides a list of all students per academic year (name, XX locations/term and email addresses) to all registered students, as well as the XX Student Agreement, which students receive personally by email or in a printed version. The local 
XX management offices of the partner universities provide names and pictures, information about previous studies (see above) and nationality, to lecturers, either by email or in printed versions, to use in their classes.
Student progress/grades:
Student grades are registered by each Partner University (in the universities’ student database) and then sent in excel lists by email to the XX Student Management Department. The lists contain the name of the student and their XX ID, the name of the course and the grade. These grades are then sent by email to the XX exam administration in excel lists containing course name and code, student name, RUB student number and grades. The grades are then entered per course to the student progress database.   
During the academic year the XX Student Management Departmentkeeps track of all grades in a Master file (excel, access restricted, shared files at the RUB). The Examination Committee is taking the graduation decision for all students, based on a full list of all students (name, XX locations, all grades/course, thesis grades, average grade, ranking, information about failing or passing and distinctions). These lists are shared by email from the XX Student Management Departmentwith the Examination Committee members.
Students will receive then by email the decision of graduation and a final transcript of records as pdf files by email with only their own personal information.
Diploma issuing: 
As the Partner Universities award a joint degree, each of them receives the final grades of all students for all XX courses, including thesis grades and titles, together with their personal rank, the average class average and total points average of the class by email from the XX Student Management Department, which is arranging issuing of the degree. It is noted that UCC is also a member of the federal National University of Ireland (NUI) and will transfer student data to the NUI for the NUI graduate register.  
The Joint Degrees are prepared at the Ruhr University Bochum (RUB), where all grades, including thesis grades are registered. Diplomas and Diploma Supplements are prepared by the Ruhr University Bochum. Scans thereof are also to be entered into the student database. 
Graduate databases:
The XX Student Management Departmentkeeps the files with all student names, XX locations, email addresses, graduation information and – as much as possible – scans of diplomas and Diploma Supplements. This is for verification purposes of degree, grades, and successful graduation. Here all students can request verification of their degrees also years after.
Alumni relations: 
For statistical and representative purposes, the XX Student Management Department will keep updates about who the XX alumni are, where they are from, where they work/in which position and which universities they attended and in which XX academic year they graduated, by means of an alumni database. For this, the XX Student Management Department maintains (initially) an excel file with all available data, including data that alumni will provide though affinity telephone campaigns that shall be conducted annually. Data is supposed to be transferred to a database in collaboration with a XX alumni relations unit. Alumni will be asked if XX were allowed to keep their personal data for alumni relations management. Data that allows tracking individuals will be removed, whenever requested. 
Reporting responsibilities towards the EACEA of the European Commission (in case of EMJM status of XX):
In case of EMJM status of XX, the XX Management is responsible to provide data of applicants to the EACEA. Depending on the status of each applicant (nominated for scholarship, waiting list, etc.), different information is required to be entered. For students nominated for an Erasmus Mundus scholarship and on the waiting list, name, gender, application rank, nationality, residence, mobility, and name and country of last degree-issuing university are required. 
Payment of scholarships to XX EMJM scholarship holders:
Scholarships are paid from money provided to the XX consortium through the XX coordinating university, currently Ruhr University Bochum. For this purpose, scholarship holders are asked to open a European bank account and provide their banking information and registered address in Europe to the XX Student Management Department, who requests regular bank transfers from Ruhr University Bochum to each scholarship holder. For this purpose, the following information are communicated in a secure manner to the finance department of RUB:
1) Name
2) Residential address (EU)
3) IBAN number, SWIFT and name of EU bank
4) Date of birth
5) Scan of bank pass
6) Documentation of account owner information (e.g., letter showing account number, scholarship holder name and address)
List of contacts concerning usage of personal data in XX
	Ruhr-Universität Bochum (RUB):
	Data Protection Officer, dsb@rub.de 

	University College Cork (UCC):
	Data Protection Officer, gdpr@ucc.ie

	University of Deusto (UDeusto):
	Data Protection Officer, unic.ud@deusto.es 

	Erasmus University Rotterdam (EUR):
	Data Protection Officer, fg@eur.nl

	Koç University (KU):
	Data Privacy Coordinator, bilgiguvenligi@ku.edu.tr 

	Université de Liège (ULiège):
	Data Protection Officer, dpo@uliege.be

	University of Oulu (UOulu):
	Data Protection Officer, dpo@oulu.fi

	University of Zagreb (UniZG):
	Data Protection Officer, petar.ceronja@pravo.hr	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Better generic than personalized e-mail address



 


3. [bookmark: _Toc141280013]The ANNEX Description of the financial management of XX	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): The following text probably needs to be changed. 
This is the example of RePIC
Description of the Financial Management of XX
The following principles of the financial management of XX have been agreed between the participating universities on senior management level. The following description of the financial management of XX is based on “UNIC Financial Working Group: Recommended Decisions for Joint Programme Finances” approved by the UNIC General Executive Office and UNIC Management Board on 14th June 2022.
Introduction
For XX, a designated funding scheme had to be developed, as the funding contexts of the consortium partners differ widely. For example, some partners depend largely on tuition fees to finance educational offerings, while others are bound to a nationally subsidised low tuition or tuition-free education. Equally, some partners are required to implement lower tuition fee schemes for EU or EEA compared to international citizens, while others do not normally differentiate.
The XX programme income considered for distribution derives from tuition fees paid by students, and, where applicable, external funding (e.g., Erasmus Mundus). 
Other funding, such as compensation from regional or national governments, may be generated on a local level, and are not considered for re-distribution.
The validated Financial Model is based on a two-step approach: a first cost calculation of the total cost of the programme according to already agreed standard units (see Cost Calculation) and a model for Tuition Fee Distribution (see Part I. Tuition Fee Distribution). 
The first part of this annex addresses how the tuition fee income only is allocated among partners. Other conceivable external income sources, such as funding through the Erasmus Mundus programme, will not automatically follow this distribution model. 
Decisions regarding the utilisation of those funds, if any are acquired, are made unanimously by the partners, and the distribution of any other income received by the consortium will be the subject to a separate agreement by the partners if required.
The second part describes a standard cost model in the wider context of the programme’s financial analysis, and it will serve as context for future decisions and amendments to the financial agreements.

[bookmark: _Ref127369153]Part I. Tuition Fee Distribution
Allocation of Tuition Fee Funds 

The diagram above represents the allocation model for tuition fees. It is described in detail and with examples given below.
(Diagram based on model calculation with a cohort of 52 EU+ and 8 third country students; numbers included are indicative and only used as illustrating example.)

Guiding Principles:
· The income is distributed in relation 
· to the re-imbursement of consortium-wide costs (factor C), 
· the credit hours contributed by each partner university (factor B) 
· and a standardised fixed factor for each partner related to standard tuition fees (factor A). 
· To calculate factor B, partners will be assigned the full credit hours on distinct modules developed and delivered by one partner, and a pro-rata allocation for those that are jointly developed and delivered by two or more partners.
· The Coordinating Institution of XX sets up a distribution scheme of centrally collected tuition fees to the Partner Institutions, as described above.
· The annual and multi-annual budget of the Consortium is established by the Coordinating Institution in line with the partnership agreement once per cohort.
· A financial review will take place annually for the first two intakes of the programme. Reviews will be undertaken by a joint board of financial experts established by the Management Board of UNIC, which all XX partners belong to. The board may rely on the expertise of a XX-wide financial working group. Review cycles may be adjusted there afterwards, in any case in time before each reaccreditation. 
· If the study programme does not achieve enough eligible applications, the consortium reserves the right to start the programme one year later.

Programme tuition fee funds
Programme tuition fee funds are considered incomes from tuition fees, collected from students by the coordinating institution on behalf of the consortium. 
The programme tuition fees have been set at €9,000 for European/programme country students and €18,000 for non-European/partner country students for the whole 120 ECTS programme. Students will pay these tuition fees to RUB University according to the following scheme: 
· Payment 1: October Academic Year 1
· Payment 2: January Academic Year 1
· Payment 3: October Academic Year 2
· Payment 4: January Academic Year 2
[bookmark: _Ref126699662]Calculation of consortium-wide programme costs (factor C)
Programme related consortium costs are defined as direct, auditable costs that do not relate to the provision of teaching and are incurred by a nominated partner to provide a service to all partners that are additional to their academic delivery. Namely, these potential programme-related consortium costs have been identified:
· Programme coordination and student management from admission to graduation,
· Coordination of central admission, central fee collection, budget management and financial controlling & liaison with partner institutions,
· Central advertising & marketing costs for student recruitment to the programme.
Additional consortium-wide programme costs may be agreed upon by the partner institutions unanimously.
These consortium-wide programme costs (in the following named factor C) are deducted from the total XX programme tuition-fee income. The remaining income will be distributed among the partners.
Considerations for additional consortium-wide programme costs
The following costs are considered local costs of the programme and may be reconsidered as consortium-wide costs for future intakes:
· The costs for the initial accreditation by the European Approach will be covered jointly by the partner universities. Re-accreditation costs may be considered consortium-wide programme costs and will be assessed as part of the financial review.
· Accreditation fees, that are additionally necessary to accredit or validate the programme at the national level, will be paid by each partner for the first accreditation cycle. Local re-accreditation costs may be considered consortium-wide programme costs and will be assessed as part of the financial review.
· Travel costs for annual meetings of the Academic Studies Board may be re-classified as consortium-wide costs as part of the financial review.
[bookmark: _Ref126699741]
Programme tuition fee fund distribution
After the deduction of agreed consortium-wide programme costs, partners are reimbursed from the programme tuition funds according to the agreed distribution scheme: 
1. Factor A: 25% of the available funds after deduction of Factor C will be distributed to compensate partners for student-related costs that will be incurred regardless of the amount of teaching each partner provides. These funds will be distributed in relation to the standard tuition fees charged for similar programmes at each partner university. This considers existing national restrictions, and it indirectly considers the national framework of each partner (e.g., government funding, teaching costs). As an example, see Factor A: Distribution per Standard Tuition Fee. 
2. Factor B: 75% of the available funds after deduction of Factor C will be distributed in relation to the teaching efforts provided, specifically, the agreed programme ECTS delivery. As an example, see Distribution of Standard Tuition Fee according to ECTS Delivery.
While all consortium-wide programme costs (i.e., Factor C) are auditable costs, there are no additional reporting requirements as to how each partner manages the other distributed incomes, i.e., Factor A and Factor B.

[bookmark: _Ref126700015]Calculation of expected distribution of programme funds based on eligible applications
Following student applications for this programme, the expected available programme tuition fee funds are re-calculated. The consortium will then decide whether the forecasted student enrolment is sufficient to start the programme, or the consortium will pause the programme. The distribution of tuition fee income is calculated, and each partner is advised of their proposed allocation under the model, based on the number of enrolled students.

Payment of fees and transfer of allocated funds to partners
Students will be required to pay tuition fees to the coordinating institution in order to complete enrolment and re-enrolment each semester.
The coordinating institution will, in receipt of an invoice or an agreed alternative from partners, transfer allocated funds from the collected tuition fees twice annually to the partners.
· Payment 1: November of Academic Year 1
· Payment 2: May of Academic Year 1 
· Payment 3: November of Academic Year 2
· Payment 4: May of Academic Year 2

Any bank charges arising on receipt of the tuition fees income from the coordinator are for the account of each of the partners.
Any national taxes arising on the receipt of the tuition fee income is for the account of each of the partners.

Financial Reserves
Due to national restrictions or other considerations, some partners may be required to limit the amount of the allocated distribution of programme tuition fee funds they receive. In these cases, the partner will be asked to confirm the amount before funds are transferred by the co-ordinator and decisions regarding the distribution of the unallocated funds, i.e., the financial reserve, will be made jointly by the consortium. These could be used to cover unforeseen expenses, the provision of scholarships for subsequent cohorts, or other means.

Intended Number of Students per Cohort and Fees
The Consortium aims for an annual intake of 60 students and will apply two different sets of Participation Cost rates: 
· € 2.250 per semester (i.e., € 9.000 for 4 semesters / 24 months) for students with a nationality of an EU Member State, of the European Free Trade Association EFTA, or of an acceding country, candidate country or potential candidate country for EU membership (also called “EU+ students”), and 
· € 4.500 per semester (i.e., € 18.000 for 4 semesters / 24 months) for students with a nationality of all other countries (also called “third country students”).

Model Calculations
For the purpose of this annex the calculation of the distribution of tuition fee income set out below is based on estimated enrolments of
1. 52 EU+ and 8 third country students
2. 30 EU+ and 30 third country students

Available Funds per Cohort in Case 1
	
	# EU+ student
	# third country student
	Tuition fee EU+ student €4500 x 2 years
	Tuition fee third country student €9000 x 2 years
	Total

	Per Cohort (24 months)
	52
	8
	€ 468,000.00
	€ 144,000.00
	€ 612,000



Available Funds per Cohort in Case 2
	
	# EU+ student
	# third country student
	Tuition fee EU+ student €4500 x 2 years
	Tuition fee third country student €9000 x 2 years
	Total

	Per Cohort (24 months)
	30
	30
	€ 270,000.00
	€ 540,000.00
	€ 810,000



Consortium-wide Costs per Annum
An agreed amount of €78,000 p.a. for consortium-wide costs to cover marketing recruitment costs and coordination costs is deducted from the total tuition fee income and the remaining tuition fee income is distributed to the partners according to the model set out above.
	
	Annual

	Marketing (Koç University)
	€22,000

	Coordination (Ruhr University Bochum)
	€56,000

	Total
	€78,000



Example: 
Distribution of Total Available Funds per Year, using Case 1 (52 EU+ and 8 third country students)
	
	
	Year 1
	Subsequent years 

	Cohort 1
	
	€306,000
	€306,000

	Cohort 2
	
	
	€306,000

	Total
	
	€306,000
	€612,000

	Consortium-wide cost
	Fixed Cost
	€78,000
	€78,000

	remaining
	
	€228,000
	€534,000

	Total Distribution per nominal fees (Factor A)
	25%
	€57,000
	€133,500

	Total Distribution per ECTS (Factor B) 
	75%
	€171,000
	€400,500



Example: 
Distribution of Total Available Funds per Year, using Case 2 (30 EU+ and 30 third country students)
	
	
	Year 1
	Subsequent years 

	Cohort 1
	
	€405,000
	€405,000

	Cohort 2
	
	 
	€405,000

	Total
	
	€405,000
	€810,000

	Consortium-wide cost
	Fixed Cost
	€78,000
	€78,000

	remaining
	
	€327,000
	€732,000

	Total Distribution per nominal fees (Factor A)
	25%
	€81,750
	€183,000

	Total Distribution per ECTS (Factor B)
	75%
	€245,250
	€549,000




Distribution per ECTS delivery per Annum
The distribution of the available tuition fee income is allocated to partners with reference to the standard tuition fees charged for similar programmes at each partner university (Factor A) and based on ECTS delivery (Factor B). The tables below illustrate the established relative factors A and B for XX, based on the agreed curriculum, and the expected distribution of incomes for this model calculation.

[bookmark: _Hlk126491430]Factor A: Distribution per Standard Tuition Fee, using Example Case 1 (52 EU+ and 8 third country students)
	Factor A
	Nominal Fee Factor[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Nominal Fee Factors here are rounded to the second decimal to increase readability. The Re-Imbursement is calculated based on the non-rounded factor.] 

	Re-Imbursement Year 1 and Final Year
	Annual Re-Imbursement Subsequent Years

	EUR
	0.19
	€ 10,903.75
	€ 25,537.73

	KU
	0.13
	€ 7,157.47
	€ 16,763.54

	RUB
	0.00
	€ 0.00
	€ 0.00

	UCC
	0.22
	€ 12,471.34
	€ 29,209.20

	UDeusto
	0.13
	€ 7,591.25
	€ 17,779.51

	ULiège
	0.05
	€ 2,716.58
	€ 6,362.53

	UOulu
	0.12
	€ 7,049.02
	€ 16,509.55

	UZagreb
	0.16
	€ 9,110.59
	€ 21,337.95

	Total
	1.00
	€ 57,000.00
	€ 133,500.00




Factor A: Distribution per Standard Tuition Fee, using Example Case 2 (30 EU+ and 30 third country students)
	Factor A
	Nominal Fee Factor
	Re-Imbursement Year 1 and Final Year
	Annual Re-Imbursement Subsequent Years

	EUR
	0.19
	€ 15,638.27
	€ 35,006.77

	KU
	0.13
	€ 10,265.31
	€ 22,979.23

	RUB
	0.00
	€ 0.00
	€ 0.00

	UCC
	0.22
	€ 17,886.53
	€ 40,039.57

	UDeusto
	0.13
	€ 10,887.45
	€ 24,371.91

	ULiège
	0.05
	€ 3,896.15
	€ 8,721.66

	UOulu
	0.12
	€ 10,109.78
	€ 22,631.06

	UniZG
	0.16
	€ 13,066.50
	€ 29,249.78

	Total
	1.00
	€ 81,750.00
	€ 183,000.00




Distribution of Standard Tuition Fee according to ECTS Delivery (as agreed at programme start; partners reserve the right to change the individual teaching contribution in the course of the programme by mutual consent)
	Teaching contribution (Factor B), measured by ECTS equivalent
	First Year of cohort
	Subsequent Years (2 cohorts)
	Second  Year of cohort

	EUR
	15.57
	47.57
	32.00

	KU
	15.57
	47.14
	31.57

	RUB
	36.00
	67.57
	31.57

	UCC
	38.57
	87.14
	48.57

	UDeusto
	5.57
	37.14
	31.57

	ULiège
	2.57
	49.14
	46.57

	UOulu
	10.57
	42.14
	31.57

	UniZG
	25.57
	57.14
	31.57

	Total
	150 ECTS
	435 ECTS
	285 ECTS




Factor B: ECTS Reimbursement, using Case 1 (52 EU+ and 8 third country students)
	
	First Year of cohort
	Subsequent Years (2 cohorts)

	EUR
	€ 17,750.98
	€ 43,272.34

	KU
	€ 17,750.98
	€ 42,970.19

	RUB
	€ 41,042.74
	€ 70,246.06

	UCC
	€ 43,972.73
	€ 85,622.40

	UDeusto
	€ 6,350.22
	€ 29,619.30

	ULiège
	€ 2,930.00
	€ 36,153.88

	UOulu
	€ 12,050.60
	€ 36,294.75

	UniZG
	€ 29,151.74€
	€ 56,321.08

	Total (rounded)
	€ 171,000.00
	€ 400,500.00





Factor B: ECTS Reimbursement, using Case 2 (30 EU+ and 30 third country students)
	
	First Year of cohort
	Subsequent Years (2 cohorts)

	EUR
	€ 25,458.65
	€ 59,317.13

	KU
	€ 25,458.65
	€ 58,902.96

	RUB
	€ 58,863.92
	€ 96,292.35

	UCC
	€ 63,066.15
	€ 117,370.03

	UDeusto
	€ 9,107.56
	€ 40,601.74

	ULiège
	€ 4,202.23
	€ 49,559.25

	UOulu
	€ 17,283.10
	€ 49,752.35

	UniZG
	€ 41,809.74
	€ 77,204.18

	Total (rounded)
	€ 245,250.00
	€ 549,000.00




Factor A, B & C: Total Distribution of Tuition Fee Income to Partner, using Case 1 (52 EU+ and 8 third country students, cautious / conservative approach)
	
	First Year of cohort
	Subsequent Years (2 cohorts)

	EUR
	€ 28,654.73
	€ 68,810.06

	KU
	€ 46,908.45
	€ 81,733.73

	RUB
	€ 97,042.74
	€ 126,246.06

	UCC
	€ 56,444.07
	€ 114,831.59

	UDeusto
	€ 13,941.48
	€ 47,398.81

	ULiège
	€ 5,646.58
	€ 42,516.40

	UOulu
	€ 19,099.62
	€ 52,804.29

	UniZG
	€ 38,252.33
	€ 77,659.04

	Total (rounded)
	€ 306,000.00
	€ 612,000.00




Factor A & B: Total Distribution of Tuition Fee Income to Partner, using Case 2 (30 EU+ and 30 third country students)
	
	First Year of cohort
	Subsequent Years (2 cohorts)

	EUR
	€ 41,096.92
	€ 94,323.91

	KU
	€ 57,723.96
	€ 103,882.19

	RUB
	€ 114,863.92
	€ 152,292.35

	UCC
	€ 80,952,69
	€ 157,409.60

	UDeusto
	€ 19,995.01
	€ 64,973.66

	ULiège
	€ 8,098.38
	€ 58,280.91

	UOulu
	€ 27,392.88
	€ 72,383.41

	UniZG
	€ 54,876.24
	€ 106,453.96

	Total (rounded)
	€ 405,000.00
	€ 810,000.00





Part II. Standard Costing Model for Programmes of the European University of Post-Industrial Cities (UNIC)
Financial Approval Process for UNIC programmes
The schematic below illustrates the financial assessment and approval process for XX and other UNIC joint degrees.

[bookmark: _Ref127369093]Cost Calculation 
The costs of the programme will be assessed using the agreed cost calculation model once the structure of the programme has been defined.  Due to the fact that each university has its own specificities and that they consider different aspects when doing their cost calculation, the use of standard units across the consortium has been agreed. These standard units are based on averages from all universities´ rates. This model also includes structural costs, as well as general consortium costs and will support the calculation of the cost of new joint programmes.
Assessing real costs across 8 or 10 different national systems and universities will not yield comparable results across partners. While a standard costing model as proposed it is not a precise cost analysis, it will provide valuable information regarding a financially viable programme. This information can also be utilized to assess financial risks during the programme development phase.





Determine appropriate tuition fee
Based on the cost calculation and benchmarking of comparable programmes in the market, the consortium decides the tuition fees with the goal of developing a financially viable programme. This is required for calculations in the subsequent steps.

Subsequent Steps
The subsequent steps form part of the ongoing financial management of the programme and are therefore described in Part I:
· See Calculation of consortium-wide programme costs (factor C)
· See 
· Programme tuition fee fund distribution
This is required to be finalised before accreditation can be sought via the European Approach for Quality Assurance.
· See Calculation of expected distribution of programme funds based on 
· See Fehler! Verweisquelle konnte nicht gefunden werden..




4. [bookmark: _Toc141280014]ANNEX Standard Contractual Clauses for data exchanges with Koç University as non-EU partner institution in the joint Master programme XX
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COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING DECISION

on standard contractual clauses for the transfer of personal data to third countries pursuant to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council

[bookmark: _Toc127372867]Module 1: Transfer controller to controller



ANNEX

STANDARD CONTRACTUAL CLAUSES

SECTION I


Clause 1 – Purpose and scope
(a)	The purpose of these standard contractual clauses is to ensure compliance with the requirements of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of such data (General Data Protection Regulation)[footnoteRef:2] for the transfer of personal data to a third country. [2:  Where the data exporter is a processor subject to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 acting on behalf of a Union institution or body as controller, reliance on these Clauses when engaging another processor (sub-processing) not subject to Regulation (EU) 2016/679 also ensures compliance with Article 29(4) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018 on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC (OJ L 295 of 21.11.2018, p. 39), to the extent these Clauses and the data protection  obligations as set out in the contract or other legal act between the controller and the processor pursuant to Article 29(3) of Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 are aligned. This will in particular be the case where the controller and processor rely on the standard contractual clauses included in Decision […].] 

(b)	The Parties:
(i)	the natural or legal person(s), public authority/ies, agency/ies or other body/ies (hereinafter “entity/ies”) transferring the personal data, as listed in Annex I.A. (hereinafter each “data exporter”), and
(ii)	the entity/ies in a third country receiving the personal data from the data exporter, directly or indirectly via another entity also Party to these Clauses, as listed in Annex I.A. (hereinafter each “data importer”)
have agreed to these standard contractual clauses (hereinafter: “Clauses”).
(c)	These Clauses apply with respect to the transfer of personal data as specified in Annex I.B.
(d)	The Appendix to these Clauses containing the Annexes referred to therein forms an integral part of these Clauses.



Clause 2- Effect and invariability of the Clauses
(a)	These Clauses set out appropriate safeguards, including enforceable data subject rights and effective legal remedies, pursuant to Article 46(1) and Article 46 (2)(c) of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 and, with respect to data transfers from controllers to processors and/or processors to processors, standard contractual clauses pursuant to Article 28(7) of Regulation (EU) 2016/679, provided they are not modified, except to select the appropriate Module(s) or to add or update information in the Appendix. This does not prevent the Parties from including the standard contractual clauses laid down in these Clauses in a wider contract and/or to add other clauses or additional safeguards, provided that they do not contradict, directly or indirectly, these Clauses or prejudice the fundamental rights or freedoms of data subjects.
(b)	These Clauses are without prejudice to obligations to which the data exporter is subject by virtue of Regulation (EU) 2016/679.

Clause 3 – Third-party beneficiaries
(a)	Data subjects may invoke and enforce these Clauses, as third-party beneficiaries, against the data exporter and/or data importer, with the following exceptions:
(i)	Clause 1, Clause 2, Clause 3, Clause 6, Clause 7;
(ii)	Clause 8 - Clause 8.5 (e) and Clause 8.9(b); 
(iii)	n/a
(iv)	Clause 12 - Clause 12(a) and (d); 
(v)	Clause 13;
(vi)	Clause 15.1(c), (d) and (e);
(vii)	Clause 16(e);
(viii)	Clause 18 - Clause 18(a) and (b); 
(b)	Paragraph (a) is without prejudice to rights of data subjects under Regulation (EU) 2016/679.

Clause 4 – Interpretation
(a)	Where these Clauses use terms that are defined in Regulation (EU) 2016/679, those terms shall have the same meaning as in that Regulation.
(b)	These Clauses shall be read and interpreted in the light of the provisions of Regulation (EU) 2016/679.
(c)	These Clauses shall not be interpreted in a way that conflicts with rights and obligations provided for in Regulation (EU) 2016/679.

Clause 5 – Hierarchy
In the event of a contradiction between these Clauses and the provisions of related agreements between the Parties, existing at the time these Clauses are agreed or entered into thereafter, these Clauses shall prevail.

Clause 6 – Description of the transfer(s)
The details of the transfer(s), and in particular the categories of personal data that are transferred and the purpose(s) for which they are transferred, are specified in Annex I.B.

Clause 7 – Optional – Docking clause
(a)	An entity that is not a Party to these Clauses may, with the agreement of the Parties, accede to these Clauses at any time, either as a data exporter or as a data importer, by completing the Appendix and signing Annex I.A.
(b)	Once it has completed the Appendix and signed Annex I.A, the acceding entity shall become a Party to these Clauses and have the rights and obligations of a data exporter or data importer in accordance with its designation in Annex I.A.
(c)	The acceding entity shall have no rights or obligations arising under these Clauses from the period prior to becoming a Party.




SECTION II – OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARTIES

Clause 8 – Data protection safeguards
The data exporter warrants that it has used reasonable efforts to determine that the data importer is able, through the implementation of appropriate technical and organisational measures, to satisfy its obligations under these Clauses.

8.1 	Purpose limitation
The data importer shall process the personal data only for the specific purpose(s) of the transfer, as set out in Annex I.B. It may only process the personal data for another purpose:
(i)	where it has obtained the data subject’s prior consent;
(ii)	where necessary for the establishment, exercise or defence of legal claims in the context of specific administrative, regulatory or judicial proceedings; or
(iii)	where necessary in order to protect the vital interests of the data subject or of another natural person.

8.2	Transparency
(a)	In order to enable data subjects to effectively exercise their rights pursuant to Clause 10, the data importer shall inform them, either directly or through the data exporter:
(i)	of its identity and contact details;
(ii)	of the categories of personal data processed;
(iii)	of the right to obtain a copy of these Clauses;
(iv)	where it intends to onward transfer the personal data to any third party/ies, of the recipient or categories of recipients (as appropriate with a view to providing meaningful information), the purpose of such onward transfer and the ground therefore pursuant to Clause 8.7.
(b)	Paragraph (a) shall not apply where the data subject already has the information, including when such information has already been provided by the data exporter, or providing the information proves impossible or would involve a disproportionate effort for the data importer. In the latter case, the data importer shall, to the extent possible, make the information publicly available.
(c)	On request, the Parties shall make a copy of these Clauses, including the Appendix as completed by them, available to the data subject free of charge. To the extent necessary to protect business secrets or other confidential information, including personal data, the Parties may redact part of the text of the Appendix prior to sharing a copy, but shall provide a meaningful summary where the data subject would otherwise not be able to understand its content or exercise his/her rights. On request, the Parties shall provide the data subject with the reasons for the redactions, to the extent possible without revealing the redacted information.
(d)	Paragraphs (a) to (c) are without prejudice to the obligations of the data exporter under Articles 13 and 14 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679.

8.3	Accuracy and data minimisation
(a)	Each Party shall ensure that the personal data is accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date. The data importer shall take every reasonable step to ensure that personal data that is inaccurate, having regard to the purpose(s) of processing, is erased or rectified without delay.
(b)	If one of the Parties becomes aware that the personal data it has transferred or received is inaccurate, or has become outdated, it shall inform the other Party without undue delay.
(c)	The data importer shall ensure that the personal data is adequate, relevant and limited to what is necessary in relation to the purpose(s) of processing.

8.4	Storage limitation
The data importer shall retain the personal data for no longer than necessary for the purpose(s) for which it is processed. It shall put in place appropriate technical or organisational measures to ensure compliance with this obligation, including erasure or anonymisation[footnoteRef:3] of the data and all back-ups at the end of the retention period. [3:  This requires rendering the data anonymous in such a way that the individual is no longer identifiable by anyone, in line with recital 26 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679, and that this process is irreversible.] 

8.5	Security of processing
(a)	The data importer and, during transmission, also the data exporter shall implement appropriate technical and organisational measures to ensure the security of the personal data, including protection against a breach of security leading to accidental or unlawful destruction, loss, alteration, unauthorised disclosure or access (hereinafter “personal data breach”). In assessing the appropriate level of security, they shall take due account of the state of the art, the costs of implementation, the nature, scope, context and purpose(s) of processing and the risks involved in the processing for the data subject. The Parties shall in particular consider having recourse to encryption or pseudonymisation, including during transmission, where the purpose of processing can be fulfilled in that manner.
(b)	The Parties have agreed on the technical and organisational measures set out in Annex II. The data importer shall carry out regular checks to ensure that these measures continue to provide an appropriate level of security.
(c)	The data importer shall ensure that persons authorised to process the personal data have committed themselves to confidentiality or are under an appropriate statutory obligation of confidentiality.
(d)	In the event of a personal data breach concerning personal data processed by the data importer under these Clauses, the data importer shall take appropriate measures to address the personal data breach, including measures to mitigate its possible adverse effects.
(e)	In case of a personal data breach that is likely to result in a risk to the rights and freedoms of natural persons, the data importer shall without undue delay notify both the data exporter and the competent supervisory authority pursuant to Clause 13. Such notification shall contain i) a description of the nature of the breach (including, where possible, categories and approximate number of data subjects and personal data records concerned), ii) its likely consequences, iii) the measures taken or proposed to address the breach, and iv) the details of a contact point from whom more information can be obtained. To the extent it is not possible for the data importer to provide all the information at the same time, it may do so in phases without undue further delay.
(f)	In case of a personal data breach that is likely to result in a high risk to the rights and freedoms of natural persons, the data importer shall also notify without undue delay the data subjects concerned of the personal data breach and its nature, if necessary in cooperation with the data exporter, together with the information referred to in paragraph (e), points ii) to iv), unless the data importer has implemented measures to significantly reduce the risk to the rights or freedoms of natural persons, or notification would involve disproportionate efforts. In the latter case, the data importer shall instead issue a public communication or take a similar measure to inform the public of the personal data breach.
(g)	The data importer shall document all relevant facts relating to the personal data breach, including its effects and any remedial action taken, and keep a record thereof.

8.6	Sensitive data
Where the transfer involves personal data revealing racial or ethnic origin, political opinions,
religious or philosophical beliefs, or trade union membership, genetic data, or biometric data for the
purpose of uniquely identifying a natural person, data concerning health or a person’s sex life or
sexual orientation, or data relating to criminal convictions or offences (hereinafter “sensitive data”),
the data importer shall apply specific restrictions and/or additional safeguards adapted to the
specific nature of the data and the risks involved. This may include restricting the personnel
permitted to access the personal data, additional security measures (such as pseudonymisation)
and/or additional restrictions with respect to further disclosure.

8.7	Onward transfers
The data importer shall not disclose the personal data to a third party located outside the European Union[footnoteRef:4] (in the same country as the data importer or in another third country, hereinafter “onward transfer”) unless the third party is or agrees to be bound by these Clauses, under the appropriate Module. Otherwise, an onward transfer by the data importer may only take place if: [4:  The Agreement on the European Economic Area (EEA Agreement) provides for the extension of the European Union's internal market to the three EEA States Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. The Union data protection legislation, including Regulation (EU) 2016/679, is covered by the EEA Agreement and has been incorporated into Annex XI thereto. Therefore, any disclosure by the data importer to a third party located in the EEA does not qualify as an onward transfer for the purpose of these Clauses.] 

(i)	it is to a country benefitting from an adequacy decision pursuant to Article 45 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 that covers the onward transfer;
(ii)	the third party otherwise ensures appropriate safeguards pursuant to Articles 46 or 47 of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 with respect to the processing in question;
(iii)	the third party enters into a binding instrument with the data importer ensuring the same level of data protection as under these Clauses, and the data importer provides a copy of these safeguards to the data exporter;
(iv)	it is necessary for the establishment, exercise or defence of legal claims in the context of specific administrative, regulatory or judicial proceedings;
(v)	it is necessary in order to protect the vital interests of the data subject or of another natural person; or
(vi)	where none of the other conditions apply, the data importer has obtained the explicit consent of the data subject for an onward transfer in a specific situation, after having informed him/her of its purpose(s), the identity of the recipient and the possible risks of such transfer to him/her due to the lack of appropriate data protection safeguards. In this case, the data importer shall inform the data exporter and, at the request of the latter, shall transmit to it a copy of the information provided to the data subject.
Any onward transfer is subject to compliance by the data importer with all the other safeguards under these Clauses, in particular purpose limitation.

8.8	Processing under the authority of the data importer
The data importer shall ensure that any person acting under its authority, including a processor, processes the data only on its instructions.

8.9	Documentation and compliance
(a)	Each Party shall be able to demonstrate compliance with its obligations under these Clauses. In particular, the data importer shall keep appropriate documentation of the processing activities carried out under its responsibility.
(b)	The data importer shall make such documentation available to the competent supervisory authority on request.

Clause 9 – Use of sub-processors
(N/A)

Clause 10 – Data subject rights
(a)	The data importer, where relevant with the assistance of the data exporter, shall deal with any enquiries and requests it receives from a data subject relating to the processing of his/her personal data and the exercise of his/her rights under these Clauses without undue delay and at the latest within one month of the receipt of the enquiry or request.[footnoteRef:5] The data importer shall take appropriate measures to facilitate such enquiries, requests and the exercise of data subject rights. Any information provided to the data subject shall be in an intelligible and easily accessible form, using clear and plain language. [5:  That period may be extended by a maximum of two more months, to the extent necessary taking into account the complexity and number of requests. The data importer shall duly and promptly inform the data subject of any such extension.] 

(b)	In particular, upon request by the data subject the data importer shall, free of charge:
(i)	provide confirmation to the data subject as to whether personal data concerning him/her is being processed and, where this is the case, a copy of the data relating to him/her and the information in Annex I; if personal data has been or will be onward transferred, provide information on recipients or categories of recipients (as appropriate with a view to providing meaningful information) to which the personal data has been or will be onward transferred, the purpose of such onward transfers and their ground pursuant to Clause 8.7; and provide information on the right to lodge a complaint with a supervisory authority in accordance with Clause 11(c)(i);
(ii)	rectify inaccurate or incomplete data concerning the data subject;
(iii)	erase personal data concerning the data subject if such data is being or has been processed in violation of any of these Clauses ensuring third-party beneficiary rights, or if the data subject withdraws the consent on which the processing is based.
(c)	Where the data importer processes the personal data for direct marketing purposes, it shall cease processing for such purposes if the data subject objects to it.
(d)	The data importer shall not make a decision based solely on the automated processing of the personal data transferred (hereinafter “automated decision”), which would produce legal effects concerning the data subject or similarly significantly affect him / her, unless with the explicit consent of the data subject or if authorised to do so under the laws of the country of destination, provided that such laws lays down suitable measures to safeguard the data subject’s rights and legitimate interests. In this case, the data importer shall, where necessary in cooperation with the data exporter:
(i)	inform the data subject about the envisaged automated decision, the envisaged consequences and the logic involved; and
(ii)	implement suitable safeguards, at least by enabling the data subject to contest the decision, express his/her point of view and obtain review by a human being.
(e)	Where requests from a data subject are excessive, in particular because of their repetitive character, the data importer may either charge a reasonable fee taking into account the administrative costs of granting the request or refuse to act on the request.
(f)	The data importer may refuse a data subject’s request if such refusal is allowed under the laws of the country of destination and is necessary and proportionate in a democratic society to protect one of the objectives listed in Article 23(1) of Regulation (EU) 2016/679.
(g)	If the data importer intends to refuse a data subject’s request, it shall inform the data subject of the reasons for the refusal and the possibility of lodging a complaint with the competent supervisory authority and/or seeking judicial redress
[bookmark: _Hlk75712921]
Clause 11 – Redress
(a)	The data importer shall inform data subjects in a transparent and easily accessible format, through individual notice or on its website, of a contact point authorised to handle complaints. It shall deal promptly with any complaints it receives from a data subject.
(b)	In case of a dispute between a data subject and one of the Parties as regards compliance with these Clauses, that Party shall use its best efforts to resolve the issue amicably in a timely fashion. The Parties shall keep each other informed about such disputes and, where appropriate, cooperate in resolving them.
(c)	Where the data subject invokes a third-party beneficiary right pursuant to Clause 3, the data importer shall accept the decision of the data subject to:
(i)	lodge a complaint with the supervisory authority in the Member State of his/her habitual residence or place of work, or the competent supervisory authority pursuant to Clause 13;
(ii)	refer the dispute to the competent courts within the meaning of Clause 18.
(d)	The Parties accept that the data subject may be represented by a not-for-profit body, organisation or association under the conditions set out in Article 80(1) of Regulation (EU) 2016/679.
(e)	The data importer shall abide by a decision that is binding under the applicable EU or Member State law.
(f)	The data importer agrees that the choice made by the data subject will not prejudice his/her substantive and procedural rights to seek remedies in accordance with applicable laws.

Clause 12 – Liability
(a)	Each Party shall be liable to the other Party/ies for any damages it causes the other Party/ies by any breach of these Clauses.
(b)	Each Party shall be liable to the data subject, and the data subject shall be entitled to receive compensation, for any material or non-material damages that the Party causes the data subject by breaching the third-party beneficiary rights under these Clauses. This is without prejudice to the liability of the data exporter under Regulation (EU) 2016/679.
(c)	Where more than one Party is responsible for any damage caused to the data subject as a result of a breach of these Clauses, all responsible Parties shall be jointly and severally liable and the data subject is entitled to bring an action in court against any of these Parties.
(d)	The Parties agree that if one Party is held liable under paragraph (c), it shall be entitled to claim back from the other Party/ies that part of the compensation corresponding to its / their responsibility for the damage.
(e)	The data importer may not invoke the conduct of a processor or sub-processor to avoid its own liability.

Clause 13 – Supervision
(a)	The supervisory authority with responsibility for ensuring compliance by the data exporter with Regulation (EU) 2016/679 as regards the data transfer, as indicated in Annex I.C, shall act as competent supervisory authority.

(b)	The data importer agrees to submit itself to the jurisdiction of and cooperate with the competent supervisory authority in any procedures aimed at ensuring compliance with these Clauses. In particular, the data importer agrees to respond to enquiries, submit to audits and comply with the measures adopted by the supervisory authority, including remedial and compensatory measures. It shall provide the supervisory authority with written confirmation that the necessary actions have been taken.


SECTION III – LOCAL LAWS AND OBLIGATIONS IN CASE OF ACCESS BY PUBLIC AUTHORITIES


Clause 14 – Local laws and practices affecting compliance with the Clauses
(a)	The Parties warrant that they have no reason to believe that the laws and practices in the third country of destination applicable to the processing of the personal data by the data importer, including any requirements to disclose personal data or measures authorising access by public authorities, prevent the data importer from fulfilling its obligations under these Clauses. This is based on the understanding that laws and practices that respect the essence of the fundamental rights and freedoms and do not exceed what is necessary and proportionate in a democratic society to safeguard one of the objectives listed in Article 23(1) of Regulation (EU) 2016/679, are not in contradiction with these Clauses.
(b)	The Parties declare that in providing the warranty in paragraph (a), they have taken due account in particular of the following elements:
(i)	the specific circumstances of the transfer, including the length of the processing chain, the number of actors involved and the transmission channels used; intended onward transfers; the type of recipient; the purpose of processing; the categories and format of the transferred personal data; the economic sector in which the transfer occurs; the storage location of the data transferred;
(ii)	the laws and practices of the third country of destination– including those requiring the disclosure of data to public authorities or authorising access by such authorities – relevant in light of the specific circumstances of the transfer, and the applicable limitations and safeguards[footnoteRef:6]; [6:  As regards the impact of such laws and practices on compliance with these Clauses, different elements may be considered as part of an overall assessment. Such elements may include relevant and documented practical experience with prior instances of requests for disclosure from public authorities, or the absence of such requests, covering a sufficiently representative time-frame. This refers in particular to internal records or other documentation, drawn up on a continuous basis in accordance with due diligence and certified at senior management level, provided that this information can be lawfully shared with third parties. Where this practical experience is relied upon to conclude that the data importer will not be prevented from complying with these Clauses, it needs to be supported by other relevant, objective elements, and it is for the Parties to consider carefully whether these elements together carry sufficient weight, in terms of their reliability and representativeness, to support this conclusion. In particular, the Parties have to take into account whether their practical experience is corroborated and not contradicted by publicly available or otherwise accessible, reliable information on the existence or absence of requests within the same sector and/or the application of the law in practice, such as case law and reports by independent oversight bodies.] 

(iii)	any relevant contractual, technical or organisational safeguards put in place to supplement the safeguards under these Clauses, including measures applied during transmission and to the processing of the personal data in the country of destination.
(c)	The data importer warrants that, in carrying out the assessment under paragraph (b), it has made its best efforts to provide the data exporter with relevant information and agrees that it will continue to cooperate with the data exporter in ensuring compliance with these Clauses.
(d)	The Parties agree to document the assessment under paragraph (b) and make it available to the competent supervisory authority on request.
(e)	The data importer agrees to notify the data exporter promptly if, after having agreed to these Clauses and for the duration of the contract, it has reason to believe that it is or has become subject to laws or practices not in line with the requirements under paragraph (a), including following a change in the laws of the third country or a measure (such as a disclosure request) indicating an application of such laws in practice that is not in line with the requirements in paragraph (a). 
(f)	Following a notification pursuant to paragraph (e), or if the data exporter otherwise has reason to believe that the data importer can no longer fulfil its obligations under these Clauses, the data exporter shall promptly identify appropriate measures (e.g. technical or organisational measures to ensure security and confidentiality) to be adopted by the data exporter and/or data importer to address the situation. The data exporter shall suspend the data transfer if it considers that no appropriate safeguards for such transfer can be ensured, or if instructed by the competent supervisory authority to do so. In this case, the data exporter shall be entitled to terminate the contract, insofar as it concerns the processing of personal data under these Clauses. If the contract involves more than two Parties, the data exporter may exercise this right to termination only with respect to the relevant Party, unless the Parties have agreed otherwise. Where the contract is terminated pursuant to this Clause, Clause 16(d) and (e) shall apply.

Clause 15 – Obligations of the data importer in case of access by public authorities

15.1	Notification
(a)	The data importer agrees to notify the data exporter and, where possible, the data subject promptly (if necessary with the help of the data exporter) if it:
(i)	receives a legally binding request from a public authority, including judicial authorities, under the laws of the country of destination for the disclosure of personal data transferred pursuant to these Clauses; such notification shall include information about the personal data requested, the requesting authority, the legal basis for the request and the response provided; or
(ii)	becomes aware of any direct access by public authorities to personal data transferred pursuant to these Clauses in accordance with the laws of the country of destination; such notification shall include all information available to the importer.
(b)	If the data importer is prohibited from notifying the data exporter and/or the data subject under the laws of the country of destination, the data importer agrees to use its best efforts to obtain a waiver of the prohibition, with a view to communicating as much information as possible, as soon as possible. The data importer agrees to document its best efforts in order to be able to demonstrate them on request of the data exporter.
(c)	Where permissible under the laws of the country of destination, the data importer agrees to provide the data exporter, at regular intervals for the duration of the contract, with as much relevant information as possible on the requests received (in particular, number of requests, type of data requested, requesting authority/ies, whether requests have been challenged and the outcome of such challenges, etc.). 
(d)	The data importer agrees to preserve the information pursuant to paragraphs (a) to (c) for the duration of the contract and make it available to the competent supervisory authority on request.
(e)	Paragraphs (a) to (c) are without prejudice to the obligation of the data importer pursuant to Clause 14(e) and Clause 16 to inform the data exporter promptly where it is unable to comply with these Clauses.

15.2	Review of legality and data minimisation
(a)	The data importer agrees to review the legality of the request for disclosure, in particular whether it remains within the powers granted to the requesting public authority, and to challenge the request if, after careful assessment, it concludes that there are reasonable grounds to consider that the request is unlawful under the laws of the country of destination, applicable obligations under international law and principles of international comity. The data importer shall, under the same conditions, pursue possibilities of appeal. When challenging a request, the data importer shall seek interim measures with a view to suspending the effects of the request until the competent judicial authority has decided on its merits. It shall not disclose the personal data requested until required to do so under the applicable procedural rules. These requirements are without prejudice to the obligations of the data importer under Clause 14(e).
(b)	The data importer agrees to document its legal assessment and any challenge to the request for disclosure and, to the extent permissible under the laws of the country of destination, make the documentation available to the data exporter. It shall also make it available to the competent supervisory authority on request.
(c)	The data importer agrees to provide the minimum amount of information permissible when responding to a request for disclosure, based on a reasonable interpretation of the request.


SECTION IV – FINAL PROVISIONS


Clause 16 – Non-compliance with the Clauses and termination
(a)	The data importer shall promptly inform the data exporter if it is unable to comply with these Clauses, for whatever reason.
(b)	In the event that the data importer is in breach of these Clauses or unable to comply with these Clauses, the data exporter shall suspend the transfer of personal data to the data importer until compliance is again ensured or the contract is terminated. This is without prejudice to Clause 14(f).
(c)	The data exporter shall be entitled to terminate the contract, insofar as it concerns the processing of personal data under these Clauses, where:
(i)	the data exporter has suspended the transfer of personal data to the data importer pursuant to paragraph (b) and compliance with these Clauses is not restored within a reasonable time and in any event within one month of suspension;
(ii)	the data importer is in substantial or persistent breach of these Clauses; or
(iii)	the data importer fails to comply with a binding decision of a competent court or supervisory authority regarding its obligations under these Clauses.
In these cases, it shall inform the competent supervisory authority of such non-compliance. Where the contract involves more than two Parties, the data exporter may exercise this right to termination only with respect to the relevant Party, unless the Parties have agreed otherwise.
(d)	Personal data that has been transferred prior to the termination of the contract pursuant to paragraph (c) shall at the choice of the data exporter immediately be returned to the data exporter or deleted in its entirety. The same shall apply to any copies of the data. The data importer shall certify the deletion of the data to the data exporter. Until the data is deleted or returned, the data importer shall continue to ensure compliance with these Clauses. In case of local laws applicable to the data importer that prohibit the return or deletion of the transferred personal data, the data importer warrants that it will continue to ensure compliance with these Clauses and will only process the data to the extent and for as long as required under that local law.
(e)	Either Party may revoke its agreement to be bound by these Clauses where (i) the European Commission adopts a decision pursuant to Article 45(3) of Regulation (EU) 2016/679 that covers the transfer of personal data to which these Clauses apply; or (ii) Regulation (EU) 2016/679 becomes part of the legal framework of the country to which the personal data is transferred. This is without prejudice to other obligations applying to the processing in question under Regulation (EU) 2016/679.

Clause 17 – Governing law
These Clauses shall be governed by the law of one of the EU Member States, provided
such law allows for third-party beneficiary rights. The Parties agree that this shall be the law of
The Netherlands.



Clause 18 – Choice of forum and jurisdiction
(a)	Any dispute arising from these Clauses shall be resolved by the courts of an EU Member State.
(b)	The Parties agree that those shall be the courts of Germany.
(c)	A data subject may also bring legal proceedings against the data exporter and/or data importer before the courts of the Member State in which he/she has his/her habitual residence.
(d)	The Parties agree to submit themselves to the jurisdiction of such courts.




APPENDIX

EXPLANATORY NOTE:
It must be possible to clearly distinguish the information applicable to each transfer or category of
transfers and, in this regard, to determine the respective role(s) of the Parties as data exporter(s)
and/or data importer(s). This does not necessarily require completing and signing separate
appendices for each transfer/category of transfers and/or contractual relationship, where this
transparency can achieved through one appendix. However, where necessary to ensure sufficient
clarity, separate appendices should be used.




ANNEX I

A.	LIST OF PARTIES
Data exporter: 	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Exporter and Importer (next page): Date and Academic coordinators' names, details and signatures need to be renewed /changed


Activities relevant to the data transferred under these Clauses: 
For the sake of proper conduction of the joint MSc programme XX, the following data processing activities are undertaken to guarantee secure data transfer: Collection, recording, organisation, structuring, storage, adaptation or alteration, retrieval, disclosure by transmission, combination, erasure, or destruction of data.

Role (controller/processor): Controller and Processor








Data importer(s): 	Comment by Randolph Galla: Academic coordinator's name, details and signature may need to be changed (?)


Activities relevant to the data transferred under these Clauses: 
The following data processing activities are undertaken to guarantee secure data transfer: Collection, recording, organisation, structuring, storage, adaptation or alteration, retrieval, disclosure by transmission, combination, erasure, or destruction of data.

Role (controller/processor): Controller and Processor




B.	DESCRIPTION OF TRANSFER 

Categories of data subjects whose personal data is transferred
Applicants, students, alumni, and staff (administrative and academic) of the XX programme

Categories of personal data transferred
Name(s): first name -  surname(s) - maiden name, parents’ names, gender, age, marital status, date of birth, place of birth, address, nationality/ies, country of residence, current residence, ID, copy of visa, personal photo, previous studies (field, degree), county of first enrolment, first time of studies in Germany (if applicable), semester of first enrolment (summer term / winter term), year of first enrolment, number of ECTS credit points (or equivalent) acquired, proof of English proficiency, diplomas and transcript copies with thesis grade (grade or passed/failed), and title, current semester, current Faculty / School, current courses (titles), title of modules, matriculation number, name of the Dean, examination dates and semester, examination regulation, examination status, CV, motivation letter, letters of reference, EMJM scholarship application rank (if applicable), information on valid health insurance, financial status, IBAN number, SWIFT and name of EU bank, bank pass, fee payments, preferences for locations/tracks within the XX programme, grades, course names and codes, information about failing or passing and distinctions, transcript of records, Diploma Supplements, final degree parchment.

Sensitive data transferred (if applicable) and applied restrictions or safeguards that fully take into consideration the nature of the data and the risks involved, such as for instance strict purpose limitation, access restrictions (including access only for staff having followed specialised training), keeping a record of access to the data, restrictions for onward transfers or additional security measures.
(N/A)

The frequency of the transfer (e.g. whether the data is transferred on a one-off or continuous basis).
Continuous

Nature of the processing
By electronic means, e.g via secure e-mail and online data transfer systems as the XX online application portal (with username and password)

Purpose(s) of the data transfer and further processing
The Parties need to process Personal Data to communicate relevant information between the parties to secure proper implementation and conduct of the joint MSc programme XX, as described in the underlying Partnership Agreement governing XX and fully respecting the confidentiality obligation under the GDPR.

The period for which the personal data will be retained, or, if that is not possible, the criteria used to determine that period
Documents containing personal data will be retained for 10 years. 

For transfers to (sub-) processors, also specify subject matter, nature and duration of the processing




C.	COMPETENT SUPERVISORY AUTHORITY

Identify the competent supervisory authority/ies in accordance with Clause 13

As Germany is a federal state, the competent supervisory authority of the federal state of North Rhine-Westphalia is in charge:	Comment by Galla, Randolph (Randolph.Galla@ruhr-uni-bochum.de): Double-check for changes!
LDI NRW - Landesbeauftragte für Datenschutz und Informationsfreiheit Nordrhein-Westfalen
( = State Commissioner for Data Protection and Freedom of Information of North Rhine-Westphalia)
Kavalleriestr. 2-4
40213 Düsseldorf, Germany
Fon: +49-211-38424-0
Fax: +49-211-38424-999
E-Mail: poststelle@ldi.nrw.de 
https://www.ldi.nrw.de/ 



[bookmark: _Hlk127363749]The competent supervisory authority in Türkiye is:
Turkish Data Protection Authority (Kişisel Verileri Koruma Kurumu)
Nasuh Akar Mahallesi 1407. Sok. No:4
06520 Çankaya/Ankara 
Fon: +90 312 216 50 00 
www.kvkk.gov.tr
https://www.kvkk.gov.tr/Icerik/2025/Iletisim




ANNEX II - TECHNICAL AND ORGANISATIONAL MEASURES
INCLUDING TECHNICAL AND ORGANISATIONAL MEASURES TO
ENSURE THE SECURITY OF THE DATA


EXPLANATORY NOTE:
The technical and organisational measures must be described in specific (and not generic) terms.
See also the general comment on the first page of the Appendix, in particular on the need to clearly
indicate which measures apply to each transfer/set of transfers.
Description of the technical and organisational measures implemented by the data importer(s)
(including any relevant certifications) to ensure an appropriate level of security, taking into account
the nature, scope, context and purpose of the processing, and the risks for the rights and freedoms
of natural persons.

The parties have done everything to ensure the highest possible degree of secure processing of personal data.
Measures at Ruhr University Bochum, always applying state-of-the-art data transfer encryption, include:
· Pseudonymisation and encryption of personal data,
· ensuring ongoing confidentiality, integrity, availability and resilience of processing systems and services,
· ensuring the ability to restore the availability and access to personal data in a timely manner in the event of a physical or technical incident,
· regular testing, assessing, and evaluating the effectiveness of technical and organisational measures to ensure the security of the processing,
· user identification and authorization,
· protection of data during transmission and storage,
· ensuring physical security of locations at which personal data are processed,
· ensuring log management and store access logs, event logs and timestamps
· ensuring system configuration (including default configuration),
· internal IT and IT security governance and management,
· certification/assurance of processes and products,
· ensuring data quality, data minimization, and limited data retention,
· ensuring accountability,
· allowing data portability and ensuring erasure.

For transfers to (sub-) processors, also describe the specific technical and organisational measures to be taken by the (sub-) processor to be able to provide assistance to the controller and, for transfers from a processor to a sub-processor, to the data exporter

Measures at Koç University (Istanbul), always applying state-of-the-art data transfer encryption, include:
· Pseudonymisation and encryption of personal data,
· ensuring ongoing confidentiality, integrity, availability and resilience of processing systems and services,
· ensuring the ability to restore the availability and access to personal data in a timely manner in the event of a physical or technical incident,
· regular testing, assessing, and evaluating the effectiveness of technical and organisational measures to ensure the security of the processing,
· user identification and authorization,
· protection of data during transmission and storage,
· ensuring physical security of locations at which personal data are processed,
· ensuring log management and store access logs, event logs and timestamps
· ensuring system configuration (including default configuration),
· internal IT and IT security governance and management,
· certification/assurance of processes and products,
· ensuring data quality, data minimization, and limited data retention,
· ensuring accountability,
· allowing data portability and ensuring erasure.




ANNEX III – LIST OF SUB-PROCESSORS

(N/A)

2
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