
A short Introduction

Carla Hansmann (University Library), 04.11.2025

OPEN ACCESS



Agenda
▪ Open Access

▪ Why is it so important and what advantages does it offer me as a researcher?

▪ Ways to publish Open Access and funding opportunities at RUB

▪ Which possibilities do I have to publish OA? 

▪ What does OA cost? How can OA be financed?

➢ Finding and evaluating OA publication venues

➢ Copyright and publishing contracts
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Your experiences

▪ What experience have you already had with Open Access?

▪ Do you use Open Access publications?

▪ Have you already published Open Access?
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Open Access (OA) – Definition

▪ Free, unrestricted and irrevocable access to reusable scientific publications on the 

Internet

▪ Berlin Declaration:

“The author(s) and right holder(s) of such contributions grant(s) to all users a free, irrevocable,

worldwide, right of access to, and a license to copy, use, distribute, transmit and display the

work publicly and to make and distribute derivative works, in any digital medium for any

responsible purpose, subject to proper attribution of authorship [...]”

Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities, 2003.

Open Access: A short Introduction 

https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
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Open Access (OA) – Definition

▪ Free, unrestricted and irrevocable access to reusable scientific publications on the 

Internet

▪ Berlin Declaration:

“The author(s) and right holder(s) of such contributions grant(s) to all users a free, irrevocable,

worldwide, right of access to, and a license to copy, use, distribute, transmit and display the

work publicly and to make and distribute derivative works, in any digital medium for any

responsible purpose, subject to proper attribution of authorship [...]”

Berlin Declaration on Open Access to Knowledge in the Sciences and Humanities, 2003.

CC license

(for legal re-use)
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https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration


Open Access Publishing
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When I publish Open Access....

... I contribute to free, open and transparent science -  Open Science.

... I ensure that access to scientific research is enhanced and 

scientific discourse is accelerated.

... I ensure that my research can be verified transparently.

 ... I create the conditions for enabling the transfer of science to society - this 

promotes science-led opinion-forming.

... I fulfill the requirements of third party funders worldwide.

Open Access: A short Introduction 



Higher visibility and 

more citations

Free and fast access to 

scientific information

Good findability 

and permanent 

access

Efficient research 

and innovation

Fair and tansparent use of 

taxes

Good supply of infomation

Policies of third party 

funders and 

institutions

New methods, 

new knowledge

Authors retain 

their rights

Easy 

collaboration and 

networking

Open Access – Advantages

Graphic translated and altered, adapted from Brinken, 

Helene. 10 Gründe für Open Access. open-

access.network. https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4643859 

(CC BY 4.0 International)
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Political Statements
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▪ Recommendation on Open Science (UNESCO (2021))

▪ Open Access is part of multiple funding requirements (EU, DFG, BMBF)

▪ "Open Access Publication Funding" (DFG funding programme)

▪ Transformative agreements with publishers, e.g. DEAL in Germany

▪ German Council of Science and Humanities (2022): Open Access shall be standard

▪ German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina (2025): Leopoldina discussion 

paper on the direct funding and evaluation of scientific journals

Open Access: A short Introduction 

https://en.unesco.org/science-sustainable-future/open-science/recommendation
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/strategy/strategy-2020-2024/our-digital-future/open-science_en
https://www.dfg.de/foerderung/programme/infrastruktur/lis/open_access/
https://www.bildung-forschung.digital/digitalezukunft/de/wissenschaft_und_forschung/open-access/open-access_node.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/funding_opportunities/open_access_publication_funding/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/funding_opportunities/open_access_publication_funding/index.html
https://www.dfg.de/en/research_funding/programmes/infrastructure/lis/funding_opportunities/open_access_publication_funding/index.html
https://deal-operations.de/
https://doi.org/10.57674/0gtq-b603
https://doi.org/10.57674/0gtq-b603
https://www.leopoldina.org/en/publications/detailview/publication/a-new-concept-for-the-direct-funding-and-evaluation-of-scientific-journals-2025/
https://www.leopoldina.org/en/publications/detailview/publication/a-new-concept-for-the-direct-funding-and-evaluation-of-scientific-journals-2025/


Open Access – Challenges
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German National Academy of Sciences Leopoldina (2025): Leopoldina discussion paper 

on the direct funding and evaluation of scientific journals

▪ According to the authors, the publication of scientific journals is currently dominated by 

a handful of profit-oriented publishers

▪ As funding for science and academic libraries is a public task, publishers’ profits 

ultimately come from public finances.

▪ Monopoly structures lacking sufficient market controls have arisen, which have made 

scientific publication much more expensive without adding scientific value.

In order to correct this trend, according to the authors, scientific publication should be 

funded and monitored in the same way as research itself.

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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RUB‘s Commitment to Open Access
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▪ 2013: 

▪ Signing the Berlin Declaration

▪ Resolution in support of Open Access

▪ 2014:

▪ DFG-funded publication fund at the University 

Library

▪ Open Journal Systems RUB

▪ Open Monograph Press RUB

▪ 2022: 

▪ RUB Open Science-Policy (OER, OA, Open Data)

▪ RUB Open Science AG

▪ 2024:

▪ Publication fund for books at the University Library 

(+ DFG-funded publication fund for DFG-books 

since 2025) 

Open Access: A short Introduction 

https://openaccess.mpg.de/Berlin-Declaration
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/mam/content/rub_ub_openaccess-resolution.pdf
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/mam/content/rub_ub_openaccess-resolution.pdf
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/apply.html.en
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/apply.html.en
https://doi.org/10.13154/294-9038
https://doi.org/10.13154/294-9038
https://doi.org/10.13154/294-9038
https://uni.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/de/open-science-freier-zugang-zu-wissenschaft-und-lehre
https://uni.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/de/open-science-freier-zugang-zu-wissenschaft-und-lehre
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/monofund.html.de
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/monofund.html.de


Ways to publish Open Access 
and funding opportunities at 
RUB
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Open Access – Types & Financing

▪ Article / Book Processing Charges (APC/BPC)

▪ vary greatly depending on journal/publisher and type

Source: https://www.nature.com/nature-portfolio/open-access
© Springer Nature Limited (accessed 4th September 2025)

Source: https://www.frontiersin.org/journals/neuroscience/for-authors/publishing-fees
© Frontiers Media S.A. (accessed 4th September 2025)
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Open Access – Types & Financing

▪ Article / Book Processing Charges (APC/BPC)

▪ vary greatly depending on journal/publisher and type

Source: https://www.transcript-verlag.de/kosten-finanzierung
© transcript (accessed 4th September 2025)

Source: https://www.routledge.com/our-products/open-access-books/publishing-oa-books/book-publication-
charges?srsltid=AfmBOooDmunOMk_K9exEfThzuxKa_Q-j7ZwUQa8K2XyAjPkQI58ZqztE
© Routledge (accessed 4th September 2025)
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Open Access – Types & Financing
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Gold OA

Hybrid OA

Green OA

Diamond OA

Bronze, Grey, Black, Blue …

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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First publication

fully OA journal / OA 

book, publication fee
Gold OA

First publication 

single OA articles in 

subscription journals,

publication fee

Hybrid OA

Open Access – Types & Financing

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Open Access – Types & Financing

▪ Funding at your institution

▪ OA journal article publication fund

▪ OA monographs publication funds

▪ OA publisher agreements

▪ External/third party funding

▪ Check for publication allocations

Open Access: A short Introduction 

https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/apply.html.de
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Publication Fund for Journal Articles
Funding for publications in Gold OA journals 

▪ Funding amount: 2.000 € (gross) per article (DFG / Rectorate/University Library)

▪ Own contribution: additional costs (exceeding 2.000 €)

▪ Central invoice processing via the University Library

▪ Additional costs are billed annually in arrears per faculty / institute / clinic

 More information and application:

https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/apply.html.en 
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https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/apply.html.en
https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/apply.html.en
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Monographs Publication Funds
Funds for Open Access books:

▪ Open Access monographs and collective works

▪ Two funding lines: 

▪ RUB fund: max. 4.500 € (gross) per book

▪ DFG fund: 5.000 € (gross) per book from DFG projects

▪ Costs for direct Open Access publication, no printing costs

More information and application:

https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/monofund.html.en
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Publisher Agreements
Journals & Books

▪ OA without additional costs

▪ free articles

▪ discounts on APCs

  More information: 

https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa/agreements.html.en 
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DEAL
Contracts with Wiley, Springer und Elsevier (2024-2028) 

National Publish & Read contracts, negotiated on behalf of the HRK

Hybrid Journals (Hybrid OA): 

▪ Read: access to nearly all content

▪ Publish: All articles (RUB CA) are published OA, costs per article > „Paper Charge Model“

Gold Journals (Gold OA)

▪ Discounts; costs will be invoiced to the authors; funding application possible

  More information: https://deal-operations.de 

21 Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Green OA
Secondary publication

in a repository (discipline 

specific or institutional) 

• generally later available (embargo period)

• free of charge

• check copyright (see Sherpa Services)

• German secondary publication rights §38 Abs. 4 UrhG

Open Access – Types & Financing

Repository of the RUB

Open Access: A short Introduction 

https://openpolicyfinder.jisc.ac.uk/
https://hss-opus.ub.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/opus4/home
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Diamond OA
first publication

fully OA journal / OA book, 

no publication fee

• functionally the same as Gold OA

• no publication charge

• sometimes consortial financing 

models will „free up“ a journal or 

package

Open Access – Types & Financing

Open Journal Systems (OJS)

Open Monograph Press (OMP)

Open Access: A short Introduction 

https://ojs.ub.rub.de/
https://omp.ub.rub.de/


Finding and evaluating OA 
publication venues
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Open Access in my discipline

Where do I find discipline-specific information?

▪ open-access.network

open-access.network. https://open-

access.network/informieren/open-

access-in-fachdisziplinen (CC BY 

4.0 International)

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Open Access in my discipline

FID BAUdigital (Specialised Information Service)

Source: https://www.fid-bau.de/en/publishing/publication-services 

© BAUdigital (accessed 4th September 2025)

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Open Access in my discipline

FID Materials Science (Specialised Information Service)

Source: https://www.materials-science.info/#c3

© FID Materials Science (accessed 4th September 2025)

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Challange – Predatory Publisher!
Definition:

▪ Publishers that offer publications with false statements and promises 

(e.g. impact factor) and often without peer review process

➢ the OA model is being abused

Consequences:

▪ Undermining and damaging the integrity of science

▪ Undermining the credibility of scientists

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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https://thinkchecksubmit.org/

Content Rearranged, adapted from Think. Check. 

Submit.-Homepage https://thinkchecksubmit.org/ 

(CC BY 4.0 International)

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Open Access journals

Where to find them and how to decide ...

▪ DOAJ

▪ oa.finder

▪ B!SON 

▪ Think.Check.Submit.

▪ Sherpa Services (Sherpa Romeo, Sherpa Juliet, ...)

▪ Journal Checker Tool

▪ Citation index (WoS, Scopus)

DOAJ. https://doaj.org/ (CC BY-SA 

4.0 International)

Ein Bild, das Text, ClipArt enthält.

Automatisch generierte Beschreibung

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/deed.de
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Open Access books

Where to find them and how to decide ...

▪ DOAB

▪ PRISM

▪ oa.finder

▪ Think.Check.Submit.

▪ OAPEN OA Books Toolkit

▪ AuROA contract generator  + AuROA service catalog for scientific open access 

publications

▪ Publisher websites

DOAB. https://www.doabooks.org/ 

(CC BY-SA 4.0 International)

Ein Bild, das Text, ClipArt enthält.

Automatisch generierte Beschreibung
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Creative Commons (CC) Licenses

Why should you use a CC License?

▪ Normal German copyright does not cover OA needs

▪ Without CC: Right to read, download, cite

▪ Creative Commons Licenses grant readers rights beyond that

▪ ...while authors keep the exploitation rights!

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Creative Commons (CC) Licenses

CC BY

CC BY-SA

CC BY-NC

CC BY-ND

CC BY-NC-SA

CC BY-NC-ND

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Keep your rights!

▪ Keeping your exploitation rights is a staple of Open Access

▪ This should include only granting non-exclusive rights to publishers

▪ Check your contracts!

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Open Access – Copyright

Example: Elsevier Sample Subscription Agreement

▪ Each author assigns to the Owner [Journal Owner] the copyright in the Article […] 

This assignment of rights includes but is not limited to the exclusive right to publish, 

reproduce, display, distribute and otherwise use the Article, or any part of the 

Article, in print, electronic and all other media (whether now known or later developed), 

in any form, in all languages, throughout the world, for the full term of copyright, and the 

right to license others to exercise all rights assigned herein and to prepare derivative 

works, effective when the Article is accepted for publication. 

▪ In addition, each author retains or is hereby granted the rights to use and share the 

Article for the following scholarly purposes: […] Publicly share the Accepted 

Manuscript after the embargo period, attaching a CC BY-NC-ND end user license: o 

via non-commercial hosting platforms (such as the author’s institutional repository);

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Open Access – Copyright

Example: Elsevier Sample CC BY-NC Agreement

▪ "Each author retains their copyright in the Article. Except for the license of the Article 

as set out below, this License Agreement does not transfer any rights in patents, 

trademarks or other intellectual property rights to Journal Owner. Journal Owner shall 

publish and distribute the Article with an appropriate copyright notice.”

▪ „ Each author hereby grants to Journal Owner the following rights, effective from the 

date on which the Article is accepted for publication: a) the non-exclusive right to 

publish, reproduce, display, distribute and otherwise use the Article, or any part of 

the Article, for any purpose […] the exclusive right to license third parties to 

exercise all or any of the rights granted herein for commercial purposes […]“

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Open Access – Copyright

Example: Elsevier Sample CC BY Agreement

▪ „Each author retains their copyright in the Article. Except for the license of the Article 

as set out below, this License Agreement does not transfer any rights in patents, 

trademarks or other intellectual property rights to Journal Owner.“

▪ “Each author retains the right to re-use the Article for their own commercial and 

non-commercial purposes, as well as to create derivative works, without 

permission from Journal Owner or payment to Journal Owner.“

▪ “Each author hereby grants to Journal Owner the following rights, effective from the 

date on which the Article is accepted for publication: a) the non-exclusive right to 

publish, reproduce, display, distribute […]”

Source for all three sample agreements: https://beta.elsevier.com/about/policies-and-

standards/copyright?trial=true#4-find-out-more © Elsevier (accessed 4th September 2025)

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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kathrin.lucht-roussel@rub.de

0234-32-22053

Open Access Representative

carla.hansmann@rub.de

0234-32-25200

Open Access Monographs

Funding and financing:

oa@rub.de 

Publication Services:

publish-oa@rub.de 

https://www.ruhr-uni-bochum.de/oa

Open Access: A short Introduction 
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Thank you! 

Your Open Access Team

Unless otherwise stated and excluding logos, all 

texts and graphics are licensed under CC BY 4.0 

International.

Feedback: https://partici.fi/37581542

Feedback: https://partici.fi/37581542

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://partici.fi/37581542
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