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Guided Analysis Worksheet 

Step 1: Reading the Poem 
• Read the poem "fingers" by Rupi Kaur silently. 
• Read it aloud, paying attention to the flow and rhythm. 

Step 2: Understanding the Poem 
• What is the poem about? Write a brief summary in your own words. 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

• How does the poem make you feel? Write a few words or phrases to describe your 
emotions while reading the poem. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 3: Identifying Literary Devices 
• Metaphors and Similes: 
- Find any metaphors or similes in the poem and write them down. Explain what they 

mean. 
Metaphor/Simile: 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation:  

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

• Imagery: 
- Identify any words or phrases that create a vivid picture in your mind. Describe the 

image created. 
Example: 
Imagery:  
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Description:  
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 4: Analyzing Themes 
What are the main themes of the poem? List at least two themes. 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

How do these themes relate to the message of the poem? Write a brief explanation. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Step 5: Exploring the Structure 
How is the poem structured? Consider the number of lines, stanzas, and any unique 

formatting. 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

How does the structure contribute to the poem's meaning or impact? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Step 6: Personal Reflection 

Why do you think Rupi Kaur wrote this poem? What message is she trying to convey? 
 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Do you agree with the message of the poem? Why or why not? 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Vocabulary List 

conversations Exchanges of spoken or written 
words; dialogues

nervously In a manner that shows anxiety or 
unease.

to graze To touch lightly in passing.
thrill A sudden feeling of excitement and 

pleasure.
goosebumps Small bumps on the skin caused by 

cold, fear, or excitement.
unbuttoning Undoing the buttons of a piece of 

clothing.
ball (into fists) To form into a ball shape; here, to 

clench hands into fists.
apologies Expressions of regret or sorrow for 

having done something wrong.
forgiveness The action or process of forgiving or 

being forgiven.
to grip To take and hold something tightly.
to describe To give an account of in words.
to raise To lift or move to a higher position or 

level.
breasts The chest area, specifically in 

women.
fists Hands with the fingers clenched in.
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Vocabulary List 

conversations Unterhaltungen
nervously aufgeregt/nervös
to graze mit den Fingern streifen
thrill Nervenkitzel/Aufregung
goosebumps Gänsehaut
unbuttoning aufknöpfen
ball (into fists) Ball (zu Fäusten geballt)
apologies Entschuldigungen
forgiveness Vergebung
to grip greifen
to describe beschreiben
to raise erhöhen
breasts Brust
fists Fäuse
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Common Rhetorical Devices in Poetry 
• Alliteration 

Explanation: The repetition of the same consonant sound at the beginning of adjacent or 
closely connected words. 
Example: "She sells sea shells by the sea shore." 

• Assonance 
Explanation: The repetition of vowel sounds within non-rhyming words. 
Example: "The early bird catches the worm." 

• Consonance 
Explanation: The repetition of consonant sounds within or at the end of words in a phrase or 
sentence. 
Example: "The lumpy, bumpy road." 

• Metaphor 
Explanation: A figure of speech that directly compares two unlike things without using "like" or 
"as." 
Example: "Time is a thief." 

• Simile 
Explanation: A figure of speech that compares two unlike things using "like" or "as." 
Example: "Her smile was as bright as the sun." 

• Personification 
Explanation: Attributing human characteristics to non-human objects or abstract ideas. 
Example: "The wind whispered through the trees." 

• Hyperbole 
Explanation: An exaggerated statement not meant to be taken literally. 
Example: "I'm so hungry I could eat a horse." 

• Onomatopoeia 
Explanation: A word that phonetically imitates, resembles, or suggests the sound that it 
describes. 
Example: "The bees buzzed, and the brook gurgled." 

• Allusion 
Explanation: A brief and indirect reference to a person, place, thing, or idea of historical, 
cultural, literary, or political significance. 
Example: "He was a real Romeo with the ladies." 

• Imagery 
Explanation: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses (sight, sound, smell, touch, 
taste). 
Example: "The fragrant flowers filled the air with a sweet perfume." 

• Symbolism 
Explanation: Using symbols to represent ideas or qualities. 
Example: "A dove symbolizes peace." 

• Irony 
Explanation: A contrast between expectation and reality, often highlighting the opposite of what 
is meant or expected. 
Example: "A fire station burns down." 

• Enjambment 
Explanation: The continuation of a sentence or clause over a line-break. 
Example: 

I think that I shall never see  
A poem as lovely as a tree. 



AB 5 Common Rhetorical Devices unfilled
• Caesura 

Explanation: A strong pause within a line of poetry, often marked by punctuation. 
Example: "To be, or not to be—that is the question." 

• Anaphora 
Explanation: The repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses or 
lines. 
Example: Every day, every night, in every way, I am getting better and better. 

• Epistrophe 
Explanation: The repetition of a word or phrase at the end of successive clauses or lines. 
Example: See no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil. 

• Oxymoron 
Explanation: A figure of speech in which apparently contradictory terms appear in conjunction. 
Example: "Deafening silence." 

• Paradox 
Explanation: A statement that appears self-contradictory, but may reveal an underlying truth. 
Example: "Less is more." 

• Metonymy 
Explanation: A figure of speech in which one thing is referred to by the name of something 
closely associated with it. 
Example: "The White House announced" instead of "The President announced." 

• Synecdoche 
Explanation: A figure of speech in which a part is made to represent the whole or vice versa. 
Example: "All hands on deck" (where "hands" represents people). 

• Euphemism 
Explanation: A mild or indirect word or expression substituted for one considered to be too 
harsh or blunt when referring to something unpleasant or embarrassing. 
Example: "Passed away" instead of "died." 

• Rhetorical Question 
Explanation: A question asked for effect or to make a point rather than to elicit an answer. 
Example: "Is the Pope Catholic?" 
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Common Rhetorical Devices 
in Poetry 
• Alliteration 

Explanation: 
Example: 

• Assonance 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Consonance 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Metaphor 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Simile 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Personification 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Hyperbole 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Onomatopoeia 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Allusion 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Imagery 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Symbolism 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Irony 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Enjambment 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Caesura 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Anaphora 
Explanation: 
Example:. 

• Epistrophe 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Oxymoron 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Paradox 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Metonymy 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Synecdoche 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Euphemism 
Explanation: 
Example: 

• Rhetorical Question 
Explanation: 
Example: 
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Key Elements of Poem Analysis 
1. TITLE ANALYSIS 

◦ Consider what the title suggests about the poem. 
◦ Think about the possible meanings and significance of the title. 

2. SPEAKER AND VOICE 
◦ Identify who is speaking in the poem. 
◦ Consider the perspective and voice (first-person, second-person, third-person). 

3. AUDIENCE 
◦ Determine who the speaker is addressing. 
◦ Consider the intended audience and the impact on the message. 

4. TONE AND MOOD 
◦ Identify the tone (the speaker’s attitude) and mood (the feeling created for the reader). 
◦ Consider how tone and mood change throughout the poem. 

5. THEME 
◦ Identify the main themes or central ideas of the poem. 
◦ Consider how themes are developed and expressed. 

6. IMAGERY AND SENSORY DETAILS 
◦ Identify descriptive language that appeals to the senses. 
◦ Consider how imagery enhances the meaning and emotional impact. 

7. STRUCTURE AND FORM 
◦ Analyze the poem’s structure (number of stanzas, lines per stanza). 
◦ Consider the form (sonnet, free verse, haiku, etc.) and how it contributes to the poem’s 

meaning. 
8. SOUND DEVICES 

◦ Identify devices such as rhyme, rhythm, alliteration, assonance, consonance, 
onomatopoeia. 

◦ Consider how sound devices contribute to the overall effect of the poem. 
9. FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 

◦ Identify and analyze metaphors, similes, personification, hyperbole, etc. 
◦ Consider how figurative language enhances meaning and creates deeper connections. 

10. SYMBOLISM AND ALLEGORY 
◦ Identify symbols and their meanings. 
◦ Consider any allegorical elements and their broader significance. 
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Analytical Questions 
1. CONTENT AND MEANING: 

◦ What is the poem about on a literal level? 
◦ What deeper meanings or messages are conveyed? 

2. CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND: 
◦ What is the historical or cultural context of the poem? 
◦ What do you know about the poet’s life and how it might influence the poem? 

3. LANGUAGE AND DICTION: 
◦ What kind of language does the poet use (formal, informal, colloquial)? 
◦ How does word choice affect the poem’s tone and meaning? 

4. POETIC TECHNIQUES: 
◦ What specific poetic techniques does the poet use? 
◦ How do these techniques enhance the poem? 

5. INTERPRETATION AND RESPONSE: 
◦ How do you interpret the poem? 
◦ What is your personal response to the poem? 

Poem Analysis Outline 
1. INTRODUCTION 

◦ Introduce the poem and its author. 
◦ Provide a brief overview of the poem’s content. 
◦ State your thesis or main argument about the poem. 

2. BODY PARAGRAPHS 
◦ Paragraph 1: Title and Theme 

▪ Discuss the title and its significance. 
▪ Identify the main theme(s) and how they are presented. 

◦ Paragraph 2: Speaker, Audience, and Tone 
▪ Identify the speaker and audience. 
▪ Analyze the tone and how it changes. 

◦ Paragraph 3: Structure and Form 
▪ Discuss the poem’s structure and form. 
▪ Analyze how structure and form contribute to the poem’s meaning. 

◦ Paragraph 4: Imagery and Figurative Language 
▪ Identify and analyze key images and sensory details. 
▪ Discuss the use of figurative language and its impact. 

◦ Paragraph 5: Sound Devices and Diction 
▪ Identify sound devices and their effects. 
▪ Analyze the poet’s diction and word choice. 

3. CONCLUSION 
◦ Summarize your main points. 
◦ Restate your thesis in light of the analysis. 
◦ Provide a final thought or personal reflection on the poem. 
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Example Analysis Prompts 
1. TITLE: 

◦ How does the title relate to the poem’s content and themes? 
◦ Does the title have a deeper or symbolic meaning? 

2. FIRST LINE: 
◦ What is the significance of the first line? 
◦ How does it set the tone or introduce the theme? 

3. FINAL LINE: 
◦ How does the poem conclude? 
◦ What is the impact of the final line on the reader? 

4. REPETITION: 
◦ Is there any repetition in the poem? 
◦ What is the effect of the repeated words or phrases? 

5. CONTRASTS AND JUXTAPOSITIONS: 
◦ Are there any notable contrasts or juxtapositions in the poem? 
◦ How do they enhance the poem’s meaning? 

Useful Terminology for Analysis 
1. STANZA 

◦ A grouped set of lines within a poem, often separated by a space. 
2. COUPLET 

◦ A pair of successive rhyming lines, usually of the same length. 
3. QUATRAIN 

◦ A stanza of four lines, often with a specific rhyme scheme. 
4. FREE VERSE 

◦ Poetry that does not follow regular rhyme or meter patterns. 
5. METER 

◦ The rhythmical pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables in a line of poetry. 
6. IAMBIC PENTAMETER 

◦ A type of meter with five iambs (unstressed-stressed syllable pairs) per line. 
7. RHYME SCHEME 

◦ The ordered pattern of rhymes at the ends of lines of a poem. 
8. VOLTA 

◦ The turn or shift in thought or emotion in a sonnet, often occurring between the octave 
and sestet. 

9. ANAPHORA 
◦ The repetition of a word or phrase at the beginning of successive clauses or lines. 

10. ENJAMBMENT 
◦ The continuation of a sentence or clause beyond the end of a line or stanza. 
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Sentence Beginnings for Poem Analysis 
INTRODUCTION: 

1. In Rupi Kaur's poem "fingers," the poet explores the theme of... 
2. The poem "fingers" by Rupi Kaur addresses... 
3. Through vivid imagery and poignant metaphors, Rupi Kaur... 

SUMMARY OF THE POEM: 
1. The poem begins with... 
2. In the opening lines, Kaur describes... 
3. As the poem progresses, the poet reveals... 

LITERARY DEVICES: 
1. Kaur uses metaphors such as "..." to... 
2. The imagery in the line "..." creates a picture of... 
3. A significant simile in the poem is "...," which compares... to... 
4. The repetition of the word "..." emphasizes... 
5. Enjambment is used effectively in the poem to... 

THEMES: 
1. One of the central themes in "fingers" is... 
2. Kaur explores the idea of... through the use of... 
3. The poem delves into the concept of... 
4. A recurring theme in the poem is... 
5. By addressing the theme of..., Kaur highlights... 

STRUCTURE AND FORM: 
1. The poem is structured with... stanzas, each contributing to... 
2. The use of short lines in the poem helps to... 
3. Kaur's unique formatting choices, such as..., serve to... 

TONE AND MOOD: 
1. The tone of the poem shifts from... to... 
2. In the lines "...," the poet conveys a sense of... 
3. The mood created by the poem is... due to... 

PERSONAL REFLECTION AND INTERPRETATION: 
1. This poem resonates with me because... 
2. I believe Kaur wrote this poem to... 
3. The message of the poem is powerful because... 
4. Reading "fingers" made me feel... because... 
5. In my opinion, the poem suggests that... 

CONCLUSION: 
1. In conclusion, Rupi Kaur's "fingers" effectively... 
2. The poem leaves a lasting impression by... 
3. Ultimately, "fingers" is a powerful reminder of... 
4. Kaur's ability to capture... in "fingers" demonstrates... 
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Tips and Tricks for Analyzing a Poem 
1. READ THE POEM MULTIPLE TIMES 

◦ First, read the poem silently to get a general sense of its content. 
◦ Read it aloud to appreciate its rhythm, sound, and structure. 
◦ Pay attention to how your understanding evolves with each reading. 

2. ANNOTATE THE POEM 
◦ Highlight or underline important lines, phrases, or words. 
◦ Write notes in the margins about your initial thoughts, questions, and reactions. 
◦ Mark any literary devices you notice, such as metaphors, similes, or imagery. 

3. UNDERSTAND THE TITLE 
◦ Consider what the title suggests about the poem’s subject and themes. 
◦ Think about any symbolic or deeper meanings the title might have. 

4. IDENTIFY THE SPEAKER AND AUDIENCE 
◦ Determine who is speaking in the poem and to whom they are speaking. 
◦ Consider the speaker’s perspective and their relationship to the audience. 

5. DETERMINE THE THEME 
◦ Identify the central themes or main ideas of the poem. 
◦ Consider how these themes are developed and supported throughout the poem. 

6. ANALYZE THE STRUCTURE 
◦ Look at the poem’s form, including the number of stanzas and lines. 
◦ Consider the rhyme scheme, meter, and any use of free verse. 
◦ Analyze how the structure contributes to the poem’s overall meaning. 

7. EXAMINE THE LANGUAGE AND DICTION 
◦ Pay attention to the poet’s choice of words and their connotations. 
◦ Consider how the language creates tone, mood, and imagery. 

8. IDENTIFY LITERARY DEVICES 
◦ Look for metaphors, similes, personification, hyperbole, and other figures of speech. 
◦ Analyze how these devices enhance the meaning and emotional impact of the poem. 

9. CONSIDER THE SOUND DEVICES 
◦ Identify alliteration, assonance, consonance, onomatopoeia, and rhyme. 
◦ Consider how these sound devices contribute to the poem’s musicality and mood. 

10. EXPLORE SYMBOLISM 
◦ Identify any symbols used in the poem and their meanings. 
◦ Consider how these symbols contribute to the poem’s themes and messages. 

11. LOOK FOR JUXTAPOSITIONS AND CONTRASTS 
◦ Notice any contrasting ideas, images, or tones. 
◦ Analyze how these juxtapositions create tension or highlight key themes. 

12. PAY ATTENTION TO THE TONE AND MOOD 
◦ Identify the speaker’s attitude (tone) and the feeling created for the reader (mood). 
◦ Consider how tone and mood change throughout the poem. 

13. INTERPRET THE POEM’S MESSAGE 
◦ Consider what the poem is trying to convey or teach. 
◦ Reflect on how the poem’s elements work together to communicate this message. 

14. USE CONTEXTUAL INFORMATION 
◦ Research the poet’s background, historical context, and literary influences. 
◦ Consider how this information might inform your understanding of the poem. 

15. WRITE A CLEAR THESIS 
◦ Develop a clear, concise thesis statement that captures your interpretation of the poem. 
◦ Ensure your thesis is specific and supported by evidence from the poem. 

16. ORGANIZE YOUR ANALYSIS 
◦ Structure your analysis logically, starting with an introduction, followed by body 

paragraphs that explore different aspects of the poem, and ending with a conclusion. 
◦ Ensure each paragraph has a clear topic sentence and evidence from the poem. 
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17. REVISE AND REFINE 

◦ Review your analysis for clarity, coherence, and depth. 
◦ Ensure your arguments are well-supported and your writing is free of errors. 

EXAMPLE ANALYSIS FRAMEWORK 
1. INTRODUCTION 

◦ Introduce the poem and its author. 
◦ Provide a brief overview of the poem’s content. 
◦ State your thesis or main argument. 

2. BODY PARAGRAPHS 
◦ Paragraph 1: Title and Theme 

▪ Discuss the title and its significance. 
▪ Identify and explain the main theme(s). 

◦ Paragraph 2: Speaker, Audience, and Tone 
▪ Identify the speaker and audience. 
▪ Analyze the tone and its development. 

◦ Paragraph 3: Structure and Form 
▪ Discuss the poem’s structure and form. 
▪ Analyze how they contribute to the poem’s meaning. 

◦ Paragraph 4: Imagery and Figurative Language 
▪ Identify and analyze key images and sensory details. 
▪ Discuss the use of figurative language and its impact. 

◦ Paragraph 5: Sound Devices and Diction 
▪ Identify sound devices and their effects. 
▪ Analyze the poet’s diction and word choice. 

3. CONCLUSION 
◦ Summarize your main points. 
◦ Restate your thesis in light of the analysis. 
◦ Provide a final thought or personal reflection on the poem. 
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Checklist for Reviewing a Poem Analysis 
USE THIS CHECKLIST TO REVIEW AND REFINE YOUR POEM ANALYSIS TO ENSURE IT IS THOROUGH, 
COHERENT, AND WELL-STRUCTURED. 

✓

1. INTRODUCTION ◦ Did you introduce the poem and its 
author?

◦ Did you provide a brief overview of 
the poem’s content?

◦ Is your thesis statement clear and 
specific?

2. CONTENT AND 
STRUCTURE

◦ Is your analysis organized logically 
with clear headings or paragraphs?

◦ Did you cover key aspects such as 
title, theme, speaker, audience, 
tone, structure, imagery, figurative 
language, and sound devices?

◦ Does each paragraph focus on a 
single aspect or idea?

3. THESIS AND 
ARGUMENT

◦ Is your thesis consistently supported 
throughout the analysis?

◦ Did you provide sufficient evidence 
from the poem to back up your 
claims?

◦ Are your interpretations insightful 
and well-reasoned?

4. LITERARY 
DEVICES

◦ Did you identify and analyze 
important literary devices such as 
metaphors, similes, personification, 
and symbolism?

◦ Did you explain how these devices 
contribute to the poem’s meaning 
and impact?

5. QUOTATIONS 
AND EVIDENCE

◦ Did you use direct quotes from the 
poem to support your analysis?

◦ Are the quotes integrated smoothly 
into your writing with proper 
citations?

◦ Did you explain the significance of 
each quote and how it supports your 
points?
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6. LANGUAGE AND 
DICTION

◦ Did you analyze the poet’s choice of 
words and their connotations?

◦ Did you consider how the language 
creates tone and mood?

7. SOUND 
DEVICES

◦ Did you identify and discuss sound 
devices such as alliteration, 
assonance, consonance, and 
rhyme?

◦ Did you explain how these devices 
contribute to the poem’s musicality 
and emotional effect?

8. STRUCTURE 
AND FORM

◦ Did you discuss the poem’s 
structure, including stanza 
arrangement and line length?

◦ Did you analyze how the structure 
and form enhance the poem’s 
themes and overall impact?

9. TONE AND 
MOOD

◦ Did you identify the tone and mood 
of the poem?

◦ Did you discuss how the tone and 
mood change throughout the poem 
and their significance?

10. THEMES AND 
MESSAGES

◦ Did you clearly identify the central 
themes or messages of the poem?

◦ Did you explain how these themes 
are developed and expressed?

11. CONCLUSION ◦ Did you summarize your main points 
in the conclusion?

◦ Did you restate your thesis in light of 
the analysis?

◦ Did you provide a final thought or 
personal reflection on the poem?

12. CLARITY AND 
COHERENCE

◦ Is your analysis clear and easy to 
follow?

◦ Did you use transitions between 
paragraphs to maintain flow?

◦ Is your writing free of unnecessary 
jargon or complex language?

13. GRAMMAR AND 
MECHANICS

◦ Is your analysis free of grammatical 
errors and typos?
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◦ Did you use proper punctuation and 
sentence structure?

◦ Are your citations and references 
formatted correctly?

14. DEPTH AND 
INSIGHT

◦ Does your analysis demonstrate a 
deep understanding of the poem?

◦ Did you offer original insights or 
interpretations?

◦ Did you consider multiple 
perspectives or alternative 
interpretations?

15. REVISIONS ◦ Have you revised and refined your 
analysis for clarity, coherence, and 
depth?

◦ Did you seek feedback from peers 
or teachers and incorporate their 
suggestions?

◦ Did you proofread your final draft for 
any remaining errors?
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