
Dr. Blal Adem Esmail

Institute of Geography | Transformation Metropolitaner Regionen | @PlacesLab | @blal_adem

Session 2 - Environmental planning in a nutshell
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Guiding questions

• How can landscape planning be defined? 

• What are the tasks and outputs of landscape planning?

• What is the relationship between landscape planning, spatial planning, and other 

sectoral planning approaches?

• At which spatial levels is landscape planning conducted, and what are the 

respective outputs?

• How does landscape planning take into consideration the functions or services 

provided by landscapes with relevance for people?
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Emergence of environmental (urban) planning
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Environmental planning is the process of facilitating decision-

making to carry out land development with the consideration given 

to the natural environment, social, political, economic and governance factors 

and provides a holistic framework to achieve sustainable outcomes. A 

major goal of environmental planning is to create sustainable communities, 

which aim to conserve and protect undeveloped land.

Beathley, T. (1995) 
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Changes of planning focus: E.g. Australia
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1770s                                                                                                               1960     1970            1980            1990            2000            2010            2020

Public interest (health, pollution, parks/reserves, conservation, settlement)

Resource & 

Environmental 

Protection (Reducing 

environmental impacts of resource 

development, Responses to 

environmental and public pressures; 

increased public awareness)

Resource (Utilitarian resource development; Regional 

economic development planning land use and resources 

integrated but low environment priority, development)

Environment 

Protection 

Acts & EIA 
(environment 

protection legislation & 

agencies; Pollution 

control; EIA; policies; 

definition; Narrow 

reference to planning 

ESD EMS BMP 

Environmental values)

Integrated 

resource 

managem

ent (Natural 

resource legislation 

& agencies; Land-

care regional focus; 

Increased powers 

of EP legislation 

(Penalties); 

Incorporation with 

planning; Broader 

responses to EP 

legislation; 

Environmental 

priorities raised)

Integrated Land 

use, 

Environment & 

Natural 

Resource 

Planning & 

Management 
(Integration of national, 

State, regional and local 

levels of plans / policies / 

roles; Comprehensive and 

strategic planning / policies 

incorporating natural 

resource management, land-

use planning and 

environmental management; 

Integrated regional planning; 

National and state planning 

strategies; Increased local 

government responsibilities 

in planning and 

environmental management; 

Bio-regional planning? -> 

2000+)
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Landscape planning definitions:
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Landscape Convention



Landscape planning definitions:
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Landscape Convention



Landscape planning definitions:
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Landscape planning definitions:
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Tasks and outputs

• What are the 

tasks and 

outputs of 

landscape 

planning?
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Tasks and outputs

• What are the tasks and 

outputs of landscape 

planning?
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Relationship with other plannings

• What is the 

relationship 

between landscape 

planning, spatial 

planning, and other 

sectoral planning 

approaches?
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Spatial levels

• At which spatial levels is 

landscape planning 

conducted, and what are the 

respective outputs?
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Landscape functions

• How does landscape planning 

take into consideration the 

functions or services provided 

by landscapes with relevance 

for people?
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Structure of a LP

• How is a typical landscape plan structured?
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In press..

Case study city: Stockholm

Travel Guide: Stockholm, Sweden
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https://youtu.be/1uSDtfa6kqE


Teams formation

• Take 10 minutes to form 3 Teams of 4-5 people

• Two RePIC teams?

• Topic/perspectives will be assigned/discussed later
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Thank you!
blal.ademesmail@rub.de

mailto:Blal.AdemEsmail@rub.de
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