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“This vast empire on which the sun never 

sets, and whose bounds nature has not 

yet ascertained.” George MaCartney 

1773

Starting in 1603 and ending in 1949 the British Empire controlled almost a third of the 

world at its height of power, having dominion over countless colonies across the world. 

The British Empire introduced many new materials, ideas, and cultures to the world 

thanks to the colonies that they controlled. Each colony had an impact on British society 

and customs. Now we will go more in depth on how the colonies influenced British culture 

and how Britain influenced their colonies.



Each Colony page will have 

these three topics.

1. The Established date of 

the colony and who 

found it

2. The influence that the 

colony had on the 

British Empire

3. The influence that the 

British Empire had on 

the colony

In the end I will discuss 

the results of the British 

Empire on the colonies.

SETUP
King George III 



 Established
First established in 1750’s by various wars declared 
on Dutch and Indian forces (Wars later developed 
East India Company through conquest)

 Culture Influence on Britain
Spices for cuisine and preservatives (mainly used in 
fresh food preserving and Indian specialty plates).  
The development of the East India Company helped 
expand spice trade among Brit ish society.

 Culture Influence on India
The Brit ish established a slave labor system for 
plantations and also ser fdom. They also established 
an imperial  government with a Brit ish Raj as a 
minister.

INDIA



 Established
First  discovered by James Cook in  the 17 th century (1770) 
for  Br i ta in  and establ ished i t  as  a  penal  colony.

 Culture Influence on Britain
Rare and exot ic  animals of  Austra l ia were e i ther  caught or  
k i l led and sent  across the Br i t ish Empire.  Aborig ines were 
the nat ives of  the land ( they bel ieved in  spi r i tual  re l igion 
cal led “Dreamtime” - a l l  l i fe  as  i t  is  today Human,  Animal,  
B i rd and Fish is  par t  of  one vast  unchanging network of  
re lat ionships which can be traced to the great  spi r i t  
ancestors)

 Culture Influence on Australia 
Austra l ia  was made as a  penal  colony for  a l l  of  Br i ta in’s 
prisoners throughout the empire.  Catt le  and other pasture  
animals grazed on the outback .  Aborigines were k i l led or  
enslaved and taken to other par ts  of  the Br i t ish Empire

AUSTRALIA



 Established
The f i rst  Engl ish sett lement in  America was Jamestown in  
1608

 Culture Influences on Britain
Many exot ic  animals (beavers,  bears ,  and more)  were 
hunted and str ipped to make pel ts  for  warmth or  luxury.  
Crops and Pasture  animals were grown and ra ised in  the 
Americas and sent  overseas to Br i ta in.

 Culture Influence on North America
Most of  the nat ives were dr iven out  of  the region and 
pushed back constant ly as  the European populat ion grew.  
The Br i t ish America was one of  the f i r st  colonies to rebel  
and declare  independence from Bri ta in.

NORTH AMERICA



 Established
First  colonies were establ ished in  1674 by Si r  Wi l l iam 
Stapleton.  The f i rst  is land c la imed was Leeward Is land 
and quickly  expanded.

 Culture Influence on Britain
Many plantat ions of fered tobacco,  spices,  and sugars to 
the Br i t ish.  This influenced new customs to r ise in  Br i ta in 
such as tobacco smoking,  cotton c lothing,  and more.

 Culture Influence on Caribbean
Most of  the nat ives to the is lands were e i ther  put  into 
s lavery or  k i l led by Europeans.  Many s laves from Afr ica 
and other colonies of  the Br i t ish Empire were sent  to  the 
plantation f ie lds of  the Caribbean is lands.

CARIBBEAN



NORTH AFRICA
 Established
Establ ished under Br i t ish control  in  1882 but  had no 
defin ite  control  over  Nor th Afr ica unt i l  the fa l l  of  the 
Ottoman Empire in  1918.

 Culture Influence on Britain
The Nor th Afr ican area prov ides valuable  sea trade routes 
that  a l lowed trade between the Mediterranean Sea and 
the Indian Ocean.

 Culture Influence on North Africa
The Br i t ish Empire prov ided subsides on Mosques ( for  
Is lamic Serv ices)  and a lso for  houses in  the Is lamic 
Community.



 Established
Fi rs t  co lony establ ishment af ter  the Boer  War  (war  against  
the nat ives and the Dutch set t lers )  in  1880 in  South Af r ica .  

 Culture Influence on Britain
Most  of  the mater ia l  that  came f rom South Af r ica was 
gemstones,  d iamonds,  spec ial  ores  (go ld,  s i l ver,  bronze) .  
This  boosted Br i ta in ’s  weal th  and economy among the 
empire .  Most  of  West  Af r ica  was used to  take nat ives and 
t rade them as s laves  across the co lonies .

 Culture Influence on South & West Africa
Nat ives adopted the customs and systems of  the Br i t ish  
Empire  making them more “c iv i l i zed”  among the Br i t ish .  The 
Br i t ish  a lso  int roduced an owning system ( instead of  pay ing 
taxes  people  paid wi th  a  percentage of  thei r  product) .

SOUTH AND WEST AFRICA



 Established
After  Austra l ia (which has a l ready been discussed and 
was colonized in  1770) Pi tcairn Is land was c la imed and 
sett led in  1838.

 Culture Influence on Britain
Many is lands that  dotted the Paci f ic  prov ided por ts  and 
resupply  points for  t rading ships of  the Bri t ish Empire.  
Many Is lands were too small  to  prov ide a  huge crop or  
mater ial  output  for  t rade.  Pearls  and other luxury marine 
resources were brought into the Br i t ish market .  

 Culture Influence on Pacific
Bri t ish Introduced a t rade system to the nat ives and 
brought in  a  owning system l ike in  South & West  Afr ica .  
Some nat ives (not  many)  were brought into the s lave 
t rade as wel l .

PACIFIC



 India  Humphreys,  “ Indian Inf luence on Br i t ish Cul ture” ,  Academia,  2012,  web 
ar t ic le .  2014.  
http://www.academia.edu/4429360/Indian_Influences_on_Brit ish_culture

 Austra i lance.  “Austra l ian Histor y” ,  2010.  Web Page.  2014.  
https ://owl .english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/

 Swirk .  “ Impact  of  European Sett lement on Indigenous People” ,  2012.  Web 
Page.  2014.  http://www.skwirk .com/p-c_s-56_u-426_t -1075_c-
4149/WA/10/Impact-of -European-sett lement-on- Indigenous-people/_tb-v

 The Nat ional  Archive.  “Case Study 3 Background:  L iv ing in  the Br i t ish  Empire :  
Afr ica” ,  2010.  Web Page.  2014.  
http://www.nat ionalarchives.gov.uk/educat ion/empire/g2/cs3/background.ht
m#bul let2

 Stephen Luscombe.  “Afr ica  and the Br i t ish  Empire”,  2009.  Web Ar t ic le .  2014.  
http://www.br i t ishempire .co.uk/maproom/afr ica.htm

 Marjor ie H Morgan.  Histor ical  Geography.  “Car ibbean and the Br i t ish Empire” ,  
January  16,  2011 .  Web Blog.  2014.  
http://histor icalgeographies.blogspot .com/2011/01/car ibbeans-and-br i t ish-
empire.html

 Stephen Luscombe.  Br i t ish Empire.  “The Paci f ic  Region and the Br i t ish Empire”,  
2009,  Web Page,  2014.  http://www.br i t ishempire.co.uk/maproom/ pacif ic .htm

SOURCES

http://www.academia.edu/4429360/Indian_Influences_on_British_culture
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/08/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/empire/g2/cs3/background.htm
http://historicalgeographies.blogspot.com/2011/01/caribbeans-and-british-empire.html
http://www.britishempire.co.uk/maproom/pacific.htm

